88 [ASSEMBLY.]

Regislative Hesembly,

Thursdoy, 29th August, 1918.

The SFEAKER took the Ohair at 11 am,,
and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINE CREEP, GREAT
BOULDER.

Mr. LUTEY (without notice) asked the
Minister for Mines: Have the Government
come to any decision with regard te the in-
dependent inquiry it is intended to hold in
¢onnection with the creep in the Great Boul-
der minef

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: Yes,
the Government have arranged with the Min-
ister for Mines in New South Wales to permit
of the Chief Mining Inspector of that State
to make an investigation and report upon
the subject. The gentleman appointed is Mr.
Jaquet, and he will arrive in Kalgoorlie on
Thurgday next and proeced at once with the
investigation.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
Mr. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [11.7]:

Aftor the gas attack by the leador of the
Opposition last evening, T am scarcely pre-
pared to resume the debate on the Address-
in-reply. But, of course, if I knew that
there was to be a bombardment after that
gas attack, T would leave the matter where
it is. If the whole thing were left in my
hands I would cut it all out. The debate on
the Address-in-reply is a positive farce, and
nothing else but a waste of time day after
day. I recently had the opportunity of re-
newing my acquamitance with some of the
Parliaments in other States, and the concen-
sus of opinion appears to be that the debate
on the Address-in-reply is always a waste of
time and a secandal, because it amounts to
mercly a weary reiteration on the part of
hon, members. The leader of the Opposition
and the Premier, who apoke last night, said
all that it is necessary to say; they covered
positively all the ground and everything ex-
pressed in the Speech, and God knows that is
long enough. 1 feel that we would make a
name for ourselves if we abolished this de-
hate on the Address-in-reply, or at any rate
confined it to a speech on the part of the
leader of the Opposition and & reply from
the Premier. Tt would be a splendid idea
to do that, and possibly it would be found
that the other States would emulate our ex-
ample. When I was in the other States T
saw o great number of things which made
me feel proud to belong to the Western Aus
tralian Parliament, and, if we adopted the
suggestion T have made with regard to the
Address-in-reply, it would top them all, I
will not mention the names of the States, the
sittings of the Parliaments of which I at.
tended, but on several occasions, and in two

or three places, I eould not but be struck by
the fact that the Patliaments were more like
polling booths or hack bars than anything
else, and I was very proud to think that I
was returning to a House, the proceedings in
which were always conducted in a dignified
way. Compared to the manner in which the
proceedings are ¢arried on in some of the
Houses I visited, we maintain some decency:
There is no sprawling about, as I saw over
there, members do not throw their hats and
correspondence all over the place, and more
than anything else we treat our Speaker
with deference and respect, which is not the
case in some of the Parliaments I visited. In
one instance I saw a Premier sprawling
across the Speaker’s desk enjoving a joke
perhaps about the previous night’s pictures,
while an unfortunate member wag endeavour-
ing to address the House. In fact, there
seemed to be three or four debates going on
at the same time. I thought to myself that
that kind of thing would never do in our
House because oun Speaker would eall us up
with a round turn, HMowever, all this has
nothing to do with the Address-in-reply, and
it is no use my advoeating the abolition of
the debate on the Address if I continue. T
will, therefore, end my remarks.

Mr. ANGELQ (Gaseoyne) [11.13]: I do
not intend to dwell at any length on the Ad-
dress-in-reply, hut there are three points in the’
Speech that I would like to say a few words
about.  Tirst and foremost T should like to
make a few remarks on the finanecial position
of the State, and more especially as it beara
on our relationship to the Federal Government.
I counsider, and a great many other members
as well as many people in the state do so as
well, that the chief cause of cur financial em-
barrassment at the present time is our relation-
ship to the Federal Government. Speaking on
financial matters last evening, the leader of the
Opposition said he considered that gquestion
transcended all others, and should be debated
by all. Towards the conclusion of last seasion
I asked certain questions in this House, anrd
with your permission I should like to repeat
those questions and give the answers which
were supplied. The first was, are tha following:
figures supplied to the questioner by the Under
Treasurer correct. The total amount received
by this State from the Federal Treasurer for
the year ended 30th June, 1917, was £893,135,
made up as follows: —Under Surplus Revente
Act, ineluding the 25s. per head, £569,982; on
nceount of old age pensions (approximate),
£138,588; on- account of maternity bonus,
£184,625; total, £893,135, Sinee I asked those
questions T have learnt that the Under Trea-
surer made a mistake so far as the maternity
bonus is congerned. The amount he received
on that acconnt was £41,735, and not £184,625.
This makes the total which we received for the
12 monthas ended 30th June, 1917, £750,245.
We are indebted to the ‘‘West Australian’'
for baving discovered that mistake. On the
other side, the total drawn from this State
during the same period in direet and indireet
taxation amounted to £1,696,915, showing that
the difference between receipts and payments
wag £803,780 to the disadvantage of Western
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Australia, In bhis reply the acting leader made
out that the amount we received was £1,550,000
and not £1,606,915, because he pointed out that
on the per eapita customs receipts throughout
the State, when the Under Treasurer and I
were fixing these amounts we allowed 10s. for
the difference in this State. The ‘‘West Aus-
tralian,”’ in a leading article, shortly after-
wards considered that we should have been
eredited with a far greater sum, because they
recognised that this State must be importing
considerably more per ceapita than any other
State in the Commonwealth, On these figures,
then, the position boils itself down to this: for
those twelve months we received £750,245 and
we paid te the Federal! Government £1,696,315;
making a difference to our disadvantge of
£946,670 in one year. This is brought about,
I think, by the loss of our Customs. The State
has put itself into the position of an hotel, It
has given away its bar trade, the very part of
the business that brings in the revenue, and it
is now being tun on the boarders.  Unless
something is done to get a better financial ar-
rangement between the States and the Com-
monwealth it will be impossible for the State
ever to get right again. I quite agree with all
necessary retrenchment and with all produe-
tion; those two heads of policy should be de-
veloped to their utmost. But 1 consider the
Government should not loge sight of the terrible
burden imposed wpon us by Federation, T am
npt the only one who thinks this, for in the
Council last session the Colonial Secretary,
practically delivering the Budget Speech of the
Government, made the following remarks:—

My attitude on this guestion is that Aus-
tralia as a whole ean prosper only by the
suceessful development of all the Australian
‘States, and that the present interpretation
of the Commonwealth Constitution is sveh as
to make the successful development of West-
ern Anstralia almost impossible.

Later on he said—

T do wish to impress upon members of the
House, upon the Press, and upon the people
of Western Australia, the imminent import-
‘ance of at once taking up with vigour and
purpose this question of the finzncial rela-
‘tionship of the State and the Commonwealth.
No intelligent consideration of our public
finances i3 possible without a thorough un-
derstanding of this matter.

He went on to suggest that some better finan-

cial arrangement should be insisted upon, and

he said—
If the alteration is made on equitable lines,
giving full recognition to the spirit of the
Commonwealth Constitution, the resourcés
of Western Australia, aided by sound gov-
ernment, should enable us to retrieve our
position. TIf the third alteration is to fol-
Tow the lines adopted in the two alterations
already made, if Western Australia is to be
still further prejudiced, then it seems to me
that threatened State bankrupicy may well
drive va into one or other of the two des-
perate alternatives, separation or unifica-
tion,

We all realise that Federation has done con-

giderable harm to Western Augtralia, What

few industries we have are gradually falling

away, and the numbers of men employed
in our secondary industries are rapidly de-
creasing, One of the firat things that strikes
a new arrival in Western Australia is the ab-
gence of factories. Later on we shall have to
pay our share of the defence expenditure,
but T ask what does this defence expenditure
mean to Western Australia? Our quota of'
the coming war lean is £1,000,000. If we
raige that million we are geing to lose a con-
siderable amount in taxation. Even so, one
would not grumble if we had our fair pro-
portion of the expenditnre of that lean money.
As a matter of fact nearly the whole of the
money raised for defence purposes is being
spent in the Eastern States, where our very
soldiers are being seit to train. Even our in-
terned aliens were taken from us and sent
to the Kastern States.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Nearly all the West Aus-
tralian representatives in the Federal Parlia-
ment are Nationalists. Surely they can use
their influence.

Mr. ANGELQ: Tt seems to me they have
forgotten about Western Australia, and are
pleasantly spending their time in the Eastern
States. It is another reason why we should in-
sist upon a better arrangement. I think we
realise that Tederation has not delivered the
goods to Western Augtralia. At every chance
the Federal anthorities are invading our
avenues of taxation, even in the paltry mat-
ter of taxing our few entertainments, When
Federation was entered into it was never
contemplated that the central authority would
impose a land tax, notwithstanding which
they have done it. The Colonial Treasurer
told ns at the close of last session that he
wag afraid to impose any more taxation on
tho people of Western Australia because he
knew the Federal Government were coming
down with much heavier taxation. Popula-
tion is leaving us every day, being attracted
to the Bastern States. There are but three
ways of bringing about an improvement,
namely, separation, unification, or a better
financial arrangement. TUnification should be
the last recourse. :

Mr. Munsie: Tt all depends upon what
brand is proposed.

Mr, ANGELQ: According to the Colonial
Secretary, the question will crop up again
within two years, and then what is the State
going to do? Is it going for separation or
for unification? Within two years this State
mnst consider the question of whether we are
to separate or go in for unification. Why,
then, shonld we mnot get on to the question
right now? We are told that during the com-
ing year there will be a deficit of some
£700,000, and I suppose it will be £800,000
next year. Thus, by 1920, we shall be-a mil-
lion and a half worse off than we are to-
day. Tederation is-costing us £900,000 a year.
For what? For sentiment. Ts sentiment
werth it? Tf we had that money with which
to develop our industries we should be able
to neet the deficit and have a little to boot as
wall.. . - -

Mr. Lambert: It is not the fault of Federa-
tion. . -

Mr, ANGELO: Undoubtedly it is. Federa-
tion has not delivered the goods promised to
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us by the Constitution. The Commonwealth
are taking advantage of every loophole to treat
us s a poor relative. If in two years’ time
we have to go in for separation we shall have
four millions to cateh up instead of the two
and a half millions of to-day, and if we go
for unification they will take us over exactly
as u poor relative.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Those people are the same
as ourselves, are they not? They are not
aliens in the Eastern States.

Mr. ANGELO: Judging by the voting at
the last referendum I do not think our senti-
ments are quite the same as theirs.

Mr. Munsie: It’s a godsend for Australia
that they are not.

Mr. ANGELO: Here is another little point
showing how Federation is treating us: At
the beginning of the vear we were told that
our ghare ot developing the Northern Terri-
tory amounted to 23s. per head of the papu-
Iation, or £375,000. To-day it nmounts to
£400,000. What were our members in the
Federal Parliament thinking of to allow West-
ern Anstralia to be called wpon for £400,000
for the development of the Northern Terri-
tory, seeing that we have a better northern
territory of our own? Think what would be
the position of our nothern territory with
£400,000 expended on it. Tt shounld be pointed
out to the Federal Government that, seeing
that we have our own northern territory, we
certainly should not be expending our money
on their Northern Territory.

Mr. Maley: Are they not going to take
over our Northern territory?

Mr. ANGELO: No. When it comes to that
T will advocate that the North-West become
a separate State altogether. The potentiali-
tics of that distriet are so great——

Mr. O’Loghlen: That is all right for a
Governor’s Speech, but you are not the Gov-
ernor.

Mr. ANGELO: The Constitution Act says
that it is not feasible to get separation for
Western Australia. 1 contend that an au-
thority eapable of granting a Constitution ean
at any time cancel that Constitution. What
we must do is trv to eduncate the people of
the State as to the best course to be taken.
If they are satisfied that it should be separa-
tion, I am convineed that we could get an
almost wnanimous vote on it. Nearly all the
business people recognise that our present
troubles are due to the money we have to pay
away to the Federal Government.

Mr. Lambert: A lot of their trouble is due
to their fondness for buying from other peo-
ple.

Mr. ANGELQ: If we ¢ould save this money
that we are paying away for Federation we
should have something with which to develop
our own State. If we could get some of
yar  customs revenme baeck, we could
back our industries againet those in the
Eastern States. When we started our jam
factory here, the firm of Jones put np the
srice of their jam one half-penny on the other
side and lowered it 2d. a tin here in order to
yrush the local industry. T am told thiz on
tood authority. This is one instance of how
wir competitors from the Eastern States are
roing to try and erush us and keep us down.

Mr. Pilkington: We are getting Jones’ jam
cheap. Is that not right?

Mr. ANGELO: It will mean the erushing
of our own industry if this sort of thing goes
on. I do not say we should go in for separa-
tion or unifieation. It is up to the Govern-
ment, who promised, when they answered my
questions last year, to give Parliament an op-
portunity of thoroughly discussing the position.
I waat to hear the opinions of men who are
adverse to any change, and of those who are in
favour of it. Let abler minds than ours point
out the pros and cons of this question, and let
members learn something as to what is the best
course to adopt in this matter. If our position
was placed before the British Government and
all the disadvantages that we are meeting in
connection with Federation shown, and if it
were pointed out epecially that this huge ex.
penditure of £800,000 is going on yearly and
increasing to our disadvantage, T think they
would favourably consider the question. The
other day the British Government made Ire-
land an offer of Home Rule in exchange for
conscription, Let us put the converse posi-
tion and say, ‘'Give us back our sovereign
rights, and we are prepared te have conscrip-
tion. !’

Mr. O’Loghlen: Conscription stocks do not
stand very high.

Mr. ANGELO: I urge upon the Government
to give the House an opportunity of discussing
the position. We are in danger, not only of
losing any possible immigration which may
come to these shores, but of losing our own
returned men when they are due to come back.
They say that through Federation these more
populous ecntres——

Mr. Munsie: Do you think if you have sep-
aration in Wesgtern Anstralia in order to get
eonscription that these men who voted “*yes’’
would come to this State?

Myr. ANGELO: I think so. They would be
glad to come to a patriotic country.

Mr. Lambert: They would get as far from it
as they could.

Mr, ANGELO: I am sorry to hear that re
mark from the hon. member. I think that
our returned men will be attracted by the. far
better conditions and better ways of living
than at present exist in the Eastern States.
One has only to go to Melbourne and Sydney
to find that those cities are teaming with popn-
lation, and prosperous in every possible way.
Owing to our distance from the larger centres
of the (ommonwealth and the seat of the
Federal Government, we are not getting the
fair deal we should get vnder the Federal Con-
atitntion.

Mr. Muongie: I am not altogether sorry that
there is not too much Federal money heing
spent in this State. We shall recuperate much
faster than the Bastern States when the change
comes.

Mr. ANGELO: Out of the million that wo
shall raise here, how much of it will be spent
in Western Australiaf? . .

Mr, Mungie: Very little.

Mr. ANGELO: Very little indeed, but we
shall have to pay our share later on, Federa-
tion cost us £800,000 lagt year, and people may
say that this is due to defenee. That is not
so. Expenditure on defence has to be met ount
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of loan money and we shall have to pay our
share. I was glad to hear the leader of the
Opposition shaking up the Government on the
question of repatriation, We have been rather
glack in the matter, and the sooner we get
ahead on this vital question the hetter. No
mention is made of any repatriation in the
North-West, notwithstanding the fact that this
portion of the State has sent a thousand men
to the Tront.

Hon. P. Collier: It is all the same, north,
south, east, and west.

Mr. ANGELO: Nothing at all has been
done, The other day I went to the Minister
and he said, *We have no data to go on.”’ 1
pointed ont that within the last few years we
have had four experts inquiring into the
Nerth-West, namely Messry. Despeissis, Moody,
Crawford, and Scott, the Irrigation Expert.

Hon, P. Collier: And last but not least,
Fyourself.

Mr. ANGELO: I &6 not flatter myself to
that extent. What little I have dome, how-
ever, has been profitable, as T can prove by my
balance sheet. It may be said that one or twa
of these men have been fools, but all four are
unanimous that the North-West possedses great
Trossibilities.

Hon. P. Collier:
together.

Mr. ANGELO: They said they were satis-
fied that the land was all right, but they did

Sometimes four foals get

not know about the water. I got ahead of them-

there. When Mr, Tindale was going up re-
cently I asked him fo look into the guestion
and he reported that the water difficulty was
by no means unfavourable. These experts re-
ported that there was land enongh to settle
half & million peeple on a profitable basis, I
agk that this matter should be considered ser-
iously, and that an opportunity should be given
for settlement np there. I feel that a scheme
could be put up for settling bundreds of men
in the North-West that would be a better
scheme than any yet put forward. Not. one
penny would have to be paid for the land.
Why buy up estates at high prices when we
can get land for nothing? The settlement of
the North-West should also be urged for de-
fenee purposes, There is a huge territory there
with a coast line of something like 2,000 miles
at present populated by only 6,000 people, as
compared with Queensland which carries
800,000. Tast Governments have not given the
eonsideration to the North-West that they
should have given.

Hon, P. Collier: What is the Honorary
Minister for the North-West deing?

Mr. ANGELO: I wish he was here. With
regard to freezing works, T quite agree that
the co-operative aystem should be applied as
much as pessible to the earrying out of such
works within Western Australia. I would
strongly urge the Government to hand over the
Wyndham Freezing Works to the local pas-
toralists. Of course, they would not take them
over at present cost, and I would suggest to
the Government that they should cut their loss
on these works, reduce the capital cost to say
£300,000 and hand them over to the pastoral-
ista of the North-West.

Mr. O’Loghlen: They might be like the
CGascoyne pastoralists, and not pay up.

State.

Mr, ANGELO: The Gascoyne pastoralists
have never refused to pay uwp. Can the hon.
member point to one instance in which they
have pot done so?

Mr. O'Loghien: I refer to the vermin fenee,

Mr., ANGELO: They are paying regularly
now, and when they have finished paying {hey
will hand over to the State, for nothing, =
fenee which cost something like £66,000. Com-
pare this with what it has cost the Gevernment
to put up fences in other portions of the State!
When the pastoralists have paid up, accord
ing to agreement, they will present to the Gov
ermment a handsome gift in the shape of 2
rabbit-proof fence. The Government should
eut down the capital cost of the Wyndhaw
freezing works to the sum I have mentioned
and hand it over to the pastoralists to rum it
on a co-operative basis, 1 am sorry not to sec
in the Speech any sympathetie remarks re
garding Carnarvon and Geraldton. T suppost
thig matter was overlooked, as we are doing
the work ourselves, From what I have hearc
of Geraldton, and from what I know of Car
narvon, the freezing works will be completec
and placed in going erder next year on a ¢o
operative hasis. Tf meat works are put ug
at Fremantle, [ have no objection to thit
heing done by private individuals or by co
eperation, but when we come to sborage facili
ties at that port I ‘think the co-operative basi:
shonld still continue. The Government, repre
senting the whole of the State, should contro
cool storage works at the only port in th
T strongly objeet to the Governmens
altowing many cool storage facilities at Tre
mantle to be handed over to a private party
All the other eo-operative companics in Westers
Australin will have o look to Fremantle foi
the out-rut of their produce. The Governmen
should therefore contrel such facilities and se
that they do not get into the hands of anj
monopoly. That, I counsider, is carrying ou
the co-orerative principle in its true sense. Ti
there is only one port, and that port is serving
the whole of the State, then the Governmen
will be deing a truly co-operative work if the)
manage such works for the whole of the people
When we come to freezing works in any par
tieular disdtrict, the people of that distrie
should establigsh them on the co-operative basis
These freezing works will mean a great dea
to the State. Instead of the State carrying
614 million sheep as at present, T feel sure w
ghall find, with freezing works established, tha
the carrying capacity of the State will in 1!
yvearas be increased to 15 million or 20 millior
shecp. This may he a big thing to sav, but '
maintain that T am not exaggerating the »osi
tion in the least. Take Boolathana Station
mv electorate. for iustAnce. For vears nas
the owners congidered they were fully stocket
with 40,000 sheep. Durirg the past 15 vear
there has been an area of 90,000 acres of thi:
station lying idle as a safegnard againg
dronghts. Only once during the period haw
there been any sheep on that ares. Thi
90,000 acres will earry 10,000 gheep. The
manager. Mr, Butcher, assures me that i
these freezing works are established thi
area will be etorked every year, and that the
rest of the station will earry another 10,00
sheep. Tnstead, therefore, of this station onl)



92 [ASSEMBLY.]

carrying 40,000 sheep it will earry §0,000.
This is the best improved station on the Gas-
coyne. If this can be done on one station
& great deal more can be done on others. [n-
stead of the Gascoyne earrying a million sheep
it will be carrying two million, if works are
established in the distriet. If this applies to
the Gascoyne, it will also apply to the rest of
the State. It should be the policy of the Gov-
eroment to turn Western Australia into a
huge station, and to go in for sheep and cat-
tle, pigs and dairy cows to the utmost possi-
ble extent. If this is done, and facilities
are given for export, I feel certain that it will
be a big factor in the squariug of the finances
later on, At present, of course, it is impogai-
ble to get frozen mutton away, We undor-
stand that. Buat our object is to erect ecan-
oing works immediately. Tt is canning works
that we shall depend upon until freight space
adjusts itself later, In conelusion T wish to
quote a few figures from the ‘‘New Zealand
Year Book’’ showing what freezing works
have dene for New Zealand. In 1896 New
Zealand carried, roughly, 19,000,000 sheep.
Twenty years later the Dominion earried
24,000,000 sheep. That is an inerease of only
25 per eent, in 20 years. But now let ug
look at the other figures. The value of the
frozen mutton exported by New Zealand 20
years ago was 1% million sterling, Last year
the value was just on 8 million sterling., That

one faet shows what freezing works will do,-

With freezing worka there is uo loss of stock,
no cutting of sheep’ throats in bad seasons;
but everything is used up. Although in New
Zealand the inerease in atock was only 25 per
cent. in 20 years, the increase in exports
amounted to 800 per cent, Tt showa that the
freezing works mop up everything, leaving
nothing but the bleat of the sheep. Take but-.
ter, another cool storage enterprise, Twenty
years ago the value of butter exported from
New Zealand was £281,000; Iast year it was
£2,700,000—an increase of nearly 1,000 per
cent. Again, cheese exported from New Zea-
land 20 years 2go was valued at £130,000,
whereas last year the Dominion exported
cheese to the value of £2,730,000—an increase
of nearly 2,000 per cent, These figares should,
I think, perfectly satisfy us all that what has
heen & good thing for New Zealand shounld
also he a good thing for Western Australia,
Let us turn this State into a huge station
for sheep and cattle and dairy produce.
Grant ns the facilities for export. If this s
done with the assistance of the Government,
who may be expected to sympathise with
those who are assisting themselves, and if the
North now and again finds itself mentioned
in the poliey speech, I believe that this
State will continue to develop and that
its finanecial position will shortly improve.
Mr. PILKINGTON  (Perth) [11.49]:
There i3 one subject whieh T think we must
all admit to be paramount—the question of
the finances of this State. There are other
snbjects of great importance, I do not in the
least fail to recognise the immense import-
ance of sueh subjects as repatriation and the
extermination of the rabhits. Undoubtedly
they are of enormous importance. But, still,
they are mot- of the same paramount import-

ance as is the question of the finances,
simply because they depend on the question
of the finances. Tf our finances fail us, it is
useless for us to talk of exterminating the
rabbits; useless for us to talk even in the most
patriotic terms of the repatriation of our
soldiers, The finances are the first thing,
and the paramount thing. I regret that the
leader of the Opposition curtailed, as he told
us he did, some of his remarks upon the
finances. However, he did make a vigorvus
attack upon the lack of method which the
Government are showing in dealing with that
important subject. He made a vigorous and,
I think, on the whole justifiable attack. And
how was it dealt with? We saw last night
the Premier, the leader of the Government,
rise in his seat to make an answer dealing
with the question of the State finances. Tt
is useless to tell me, as I davesay T shall be
told, that the finances will be dealt with by
the Treasurer. Tf there is one matter which
iz paramount beyond all others, if it is the
question which ought te be receiving the
attention of the Government and of every
member of the Government, it is futile to tell
me that a Government who are doing their
duty would have a leader who would eome to
this House and be unable to speak a single
word, I might say, regarding that question.
The impression produced upon my mind, and
T think the impression produced upon the
minds of other members, was that the Pre-
mier has not, and has not attempted to have,
the slightest grasp of the financial guestion
which ought to be receiving the full atten-
tion of the Government. Tt may be that in
the back of his mind the Premier has snceess-
fully concealed his knowledge of the subject
of the finances. But the impression c¢on-
veyed to me last night was that the Premier
had not a grip, and did not seek to have a
grip, of the finances of this State. There
were a few alipshod, hesitating sentences,
sueh as any one of us might have spoken, as
indicating what we would have expected:
‘‘The Government are fully alive, and so
forth, to the importance of the question of
the finances. We are effecting economies in
every direction, and we hope that with care-
ful management and so forth we shall one day
find that everything is all right.’’ That, I
submit, ia not the way this guestion should
be dealt with by the leader of the Govern-
ment, Tt is the duty of this House, I submit,

- to see that the subject is dealt with in a pro-

per way, that the Government shall be made
to deal with it in a proper way. That is the
duty of this House—not of one member or
another member, not of one gide or of an-
other side; for this is no party gnestion. But
it is not only the Premier who is concerned,
for the manner in which the Premier spoke -
vesterday is typical of the Government, and
especinlly typical of their attitude towards
the question of the finances—an attitude of
drift, of deliberate drift; the attitude of

- those who like to remain as they are, like

to shnt their eves to obvious dangers of the
future and to cnjoy the present as quietly
and as pleasantly as they may. That is the
attitnde of all Ministers with one exception.
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There is the Colonial Treasurer. The Colo-
nial Treasurer every mow and then comnes
down here, last year in July and again on
the delivery of the Budget Speech, and once
more a few days ago, and delivers a dramatic
address, screaming like a wounded hare,
throwing hiz eyes up to Heaven to ask for
help, and casting them down to the ground
again in dramatic indication of the humility
with which he is ready to accept it. He in-
dicates his beliefs. TLast year he indicated
that he thought the Education Vote should
be cut down. He indicated that belief here
only the other day again. And what do we
find}? As soon as the Colenial Secretary
speaks—the Colonial Seecretary seems to be
the master of the hounds—the Colonial Trea-
surer comes to heel at once and submits—wilts
like # withered flower. So that in this House
he voted in favour of the Education Vote re-
maining as it was, and not being reduced.
That, of course, was 2 vote not in accordance
with the views he had indicated in this
Chamber. Perhaps it will be said that he
had to vote in support of the Government’s
Estimates, To that, I think, there are two
answers, The first iz that, the week before,
he voted against the Government’s Esti-
mates. The other answer i that if a man is
Colonial Treasurer and honestly and sin-
eerely believes that a vote should be reduced,
and, beeause he is Colonial Treasurer, cannot
vote for its reduction, the cbvions course for
him to take is to cease to be Colonial Trea-
surer and then vote in accordance with his
conscience.

Mr, O’Loghlen: The vote of the House
on that question was not a warrant for a
further increase of the expenditure.

Mr, PILKINGTON: No. I propose in a
moment to refer briefly to the increase in the
Eduveation Vote. The Colonial Treasurer,
therefore, although now and then he raises a
loud voice by way of indicating the serious-
ness of the financial position, does not go
further, He submits to that drift which re-
presents the policy of the Government. And
what i3 the atiitude of the Colonial Secre-
tary, who, rs I have said, seems to be the
master The member for Gascoyne (Mr.
Angelo) quoted the words which I had in.
tended to quote this morning. I have not got
“‘Hansard’ before me, bat the words are
quite elear. Tn a speech delivered last year
the Colonial Secretary stated that our
troubles were due to the  Federal
Government mot giving uws a  fair
deal, not making a fair finaneial agreement
with us. He said, further, that unless
in two years’ time—when the present financial
agreement will have to he renewed-—we sune-
ceeded in getting a better financial agreement,
nothing faced ne but separation or unification,
or bankruptey. And, apparently, the Colonial
Secretary is prepared to drift on for two years
in the hope of getting 2 better finaneial agree-
ment. The Colonial Secretary bas made many
gpeeches; but what has he dome? - Where are
the eeconomies that he has made? They may
be there; but, if go, we are kept in the dark.
The Colonial Secretary is ready to make
speeches; but iz he ready to retrench? T pre-

fer the word ‘‘retrench’’; it sounds more like
what we are going to have whether we wish it
or whether we do not wish it. The Colonial
Becretary, then, would drift for two years in
the hope of getting a better financigl agree-
ment. That, T submit, is not only a policy of
drift, but——

Mr., Q'Loghlen: A policy of despair,

Mr. PILKINGTON: It is a poliey which is
worse than a policy of despair, for it is a
policy which amounts te holding out to the
public of this State, who unfortunately do not
take a8 keen an interest in public matters as
they ehould, that possibly in two years an
agrecement may be wmade with the PFederal
people which will overcome our diffeulties,
Now, the Colonial Secretary knows, and | know,
and every member of this Parliament knows,
that although it is within the bounds of possi-
bility, though very unlikely, that we ghall get
a better financial agreement at the end of two
years, it is not within the bounds of possibility
that we shall get an agreement which will
lift us out of our financial difficulties. The Col-
onial Becretary knows that. He knows it, and
yet he holds thiz out to the public in order
that they may let him alone for two years to
drift and drift. If he was sincere in hoping
and expecting—I will not say hoping—but if
he was sineere in expecting that at the end of
two years we could make an agreement which
would get us out of our financial difficulties,
if he were really sincere in that, which it is
impossible to believe, why does he not now
take steps as the member for Gascoyne (Mr.
Angelo) suggested, why is he not now in
negotiation for a new agreement? I ghall be
told this, I have no doubt, the Colonial Secre-
tary would say ‘*What nonsense; do you think
the TFederal Government wounld negotiate now?
What will happen two years hence? They do
not know where they will be.?’ Of course they
do not. That is why it is so wrong for the
Colonial Secrctary to hold that out as & hope
that two years hence the Federal Government
will be able to lift us out of our financial
trouble. Two years hence we know the Fed-
eral, Government will he in want of money.
We know from what the Colonial Ttreasurer told
us here the other nigh't, that the Federal Gov-
ernment will e pressed finaneially. Tt is in-
evitable, and hew, in two years time, can they
take us out of our difficulties financially. is
the greatest absurdity. I do not believe any
member places any hope in that method of get-
ting out of the trouble. Whatever their atti-
tude, whether aympathetic or otherwise, the
Tederal Government cannot give us money if
they have not got ib. There is no guestion
about it, the Federal Government, and indeed
the Imperial Government, are pressed in the
matter of making financial arrangements. I
think we should face the question, it is not a
party question; we are all concerned in it be-
cause we live here. I take it every member is
concerned as I am concerned. T do not put my
concern on any patriotic grounds but I feel
ahout it strongly becaus¢ I am here, This is
my country. I cannot make my living else-
where, at least not so satisfactorily. T ‘am
bound up in the place. Al T have is here,
and the failure of the couniry is my failure.
It this country is not prosperous, we all suffer
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from the same want of progperity. We are
here and we represent others who are in the
same boat, and we are eatitled to look at the
matter and dezl with the matter in a vigorous
way, We are told normal times will return
and everything will then be all right. I de
strongly protest against the suggestion that
there arc all sorts of ways and means by which
we can get the finances right without going
through the pain of retrenchment and taxa-
tion. I protest against it. We have got to go
through it as surely as the night follows the
day. If we go through with it comparatively
early (it ie not very early now), but the earlier
we .go through with it the less painful it will
be; the later the more painful. T do protest
against responsible Ministers suggesting that
there are means other than taxation and re-
trenchment by which we can get rid of our
financial troubles. We are told when normal
times return our industries will flourish and
money will roll in. T ask members to look at
the thing as business men. What does a busi-
ness man do? He considers the probabilities
and comsiders the circumstances against which,
as a prudent man, he must make provision.
What he makes provision against may not come
true, but there are eertain risks to be regarded
in providing for the future. I am attempting
to indicate what appears bo be the future
—what we must expeet in a few years.
People sometimes talk as if as soon as the
war was over, normal times will be back again
at once. T want to point out that, when
the war is over, then the trouble is going to
bhegin, T am not going to labour this matter,
but T wonld point ont two things. When the
war is over, or shortly after, in six months, or
perhaps nine months, the war expenditure
will eease. It will gradually cease over a
period of a year. When that war czpenditure
ceases a certain superficial prosperity that ex-
ists in the State will also cease. It will hit
the Eastern States like a battering ram. Tt
will hit us also and we shall lose that when the
war is over. T ask members to recollect this
also. Busginess has been dislocated the world
over. It has to be readjusted. There will be
4 period in which the readjustment will be
slow and painful. That does not tend to pro-
sperity, and XY ask hon. members to remember
that we have in Australia to-day toms, hun-
dreds of thousands, U think I could say mil-
lions of tows, of produce, wheat and wool, that
has been paid for and not exported. Now,
shipping will be short after the war, but if
we had as mueh shipping as we have ever had
the removal of that produce wonld take a
considerable time. I do not profess te know
how long it may take, probably a year, it may
be two or three years, but the period will ar-
rive during which our exports will be largely
exports for which already we have been paid,
and we have spent the money. It all means—
I am putting it with great moderation when
T say it 211 means, looking at it with the eye
of a business man—that we must provide for
something not less than five years from now.
Assuming the war ceases in a year, it will be
not less than five years, but I think T am pnt-
ting it extremely low, before we ean hope
that normal times will begin to come back
again. To talk as though normal timeg were

coming back when the war is over is the great-
est nonsense, and it is worse than nonsense, it
is misleading. It misleads people who think
Ministers can be relied on and who do not think
for themselves. We know a large majority of
the public do not pay attention to publie
affairs in that way. They leave those things
to the House and to the Government, and they
are jugstified in doing so. I submit members
of the House and the Government are bound
to let these things be recognised and not sug-
gest that after the war we shall step into a
period of prosperity, Our difficulties are
being pnt down to all sorts of caunses, Some
say Federation, others say the last Labour
Government, and I dare say other canses are
given. I am net going to elaborate, hut T be-
lieve I know the trve reasom. It is neither
Federation nor the last Labonr Government,
although perhaps they did their bit, but what
T say is we have been spending money, not
for the last 10 years but 20 odd years in this
country., We have been spending money with
the lauvdable dJdesire to increase production.
BRut we have kept no acecount whatever of the
proportion between the expenditure and the
increase in produetion. The expenditure has
been out of all reason compared with the pro-
duetion. The production has been increased.
We have put the farmers on the land and
urged them to grow wheat at a heavy loss,
but it has inereased produetion. We have
built raflways all over the place to carry that
produce and it has stimmlated produetion also
ot a loss. By looking at onr finanecs we can
gee we have spent huge sums in endeavouring
to increase production. We are burdened
with an interest aeceount every year which
makes it almost impossible to make the finan-
ees balance, and T believe that is the reason.
I have no doubt, for I have been in this coun-
try over 20 years, and things have been going
on all that time, and have landed us in this
final position. May T point this out: every
Government has done the same thing, from
the beginning uniil the present Govermment
pulled up because they could not borrow mors
money. And the public have been approving
parties. The fault lies with the public amd
those who have spent the money. Let me
point out that Federation, which is blamed so
much for our present misfortunes, has this ad-
vantage, that it must poll us up at this stage,
instead of going on longer. Tf we had our
customs and excise revenue, and all other taxza-
tion by which we could raise money if we had
not been in the Federation, and we could have
gone further and the balance sheet would have
been worse. In that respect it may be that
Federation has heen a eonsiderable blessing.
[ Ao not think it is justifiable for Ministers to
represent to the eountry that there are means
whereby the finances of the country can be
put in order other than by the simple means
of rtetrenchment and taxation. There i3 an-
other fetish put forward just now very vie-
lently by the Minister for Industries. One
would have expected that the whole of that
Minister’s energies would have been directed
towards the financial question. All the brains
of Ministers should be directed towards this
vital guestion, yet we find the Minister for Im-
dustries engaged in doing what T understand
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i3 called stimulating secondary industries,
The leader of the Opposition spoke with re-
speet of that process and he said he did not
wish to speak on it in a sneering fashion. I
would say I wish to speak on it with the wtmost
disrespect. What will it mean to stimulate the
industries of grindstones, jams and things of
that sort? What we want in this country is
increased production of wealth. It does not
matter a row of pins what it is so loig as we
can produce it, We know that there are certain
things which this eountry can produce in
enormous quantities, wool, mutton, beef, tim-
ber, and so forth. I am credibly informed
that there is no difficulty in the way of
inereasing the number of sheep in this country
to double that which we have at the present
time. These great primary industries are eap-
able of enormous expansion, and they are
essential too. Therefore, we should turn our
attention to them instead of to grindstomes,
jams, and ships, Tf we got 50 such industries
and if they all proved suecessful, we wonld
not get within a thousand miles of the pro-
duction which would follow from devoting
our attention and emergy to the big primary
industries,

Mr. Teesdale: Why cannot they progress
together?

Mr. PILKINGTON: There iz something to
prevent them progressing together. We must
turn our attention to one thing or the other,
but if we turn our afiention to the two the
better one will not go ahead so fast. The
Government have not to do this; they must
leave the people alone. If they do so, the
primary industries will go ahead and then we
will have a natural growth of such secondary
industries as will pay. That is the way in
which a country can progress. But when 1
find the Minister for Industries—qunite hon-
estly and earnestly, of coorse—instead of
devoting his attention to the finances of the
State, giving it .up to the stimulation of two-
penny ha’penny, silly industries it makes me
feel sorry for the attitude of the CGovern-
ment. The Minister for Industries is under
the curions misapprehension that if he gets
an industry going he must be doing some-
thing for the bemefit of the country. That is
not so. If he is stimulating an industry whieh
¢an only be carried on at a loss he ia doing
something to the disadvantage of the coun-
try. Take the case of jam, about which T
know nothing whatever, or perhaps no more
than the man in the street knows. The
Government are stimulating the production
of jam. T do not know whether it is good
jam or bad jam, I have not seen it.

The Attorney General: I am sorry to hear
yon say that you have never tasted Western
Australian jam.

Mr. PILKINGTON: While I may not have
tasted this particular jam, I venture to say
that I use as many things which are made in
Western Australia as the Minister for TIn-
dustries,

The Attorney General: You said you never
used Western Australian jam.

Mr. PILKINGTON: 1 said I have never
used this jam; I have never seen it. The
Government have given £5,000 to the com-

pany manufacturing it. I do not know any-
thing about the conditions, but I do know
through the Press and from what has taken
place in Parliament, that the Government
have advanced that sum of money, and that
they are now being asked to give another
£7,000, and that the Treasurer is seriously
considering whether he will give it or mot.
The Government would be doing a foolish
thing if not a brutally stupid thing, to ad-
vance money in this way, because I know the
faets as we all know them. I know that a
lot of jam jis eaten in Western Australia every
year, and I know that there are people whose
buginess it is to know all about the Western
Australian market. Jones iz one of them. I
know, too, that those men are experts in the
production and sale of jam in the Western
Australian market, The Government know
nothing about it; 1 know vothing about it.
But those people who do know all about it
know also that if it would pay te make jam
in Western Australia they would establizsh a
factory here.

Mr. Teesdale: How then do you propose to
utilise our frint?

Mr. PILKINGTON: The member for Roe-
bourne, I suppose, thinks that hecause we
have fruit we should turn it into jam and
do 80 at a profit. T say we cannot do that.

Mr, Teesdale: Do Jones & Co. say sof

Mr. PILKINGTON: Jones & Co. know that
they can manufacture jam in the Bast, send
it here, and sell it at a better profit than
they could get if they made it here. When
the experts know that jam can be manufac-
tured in Western Australia at a profit they
will make it here. Beeause they make it in
the Fast and sell it here at a good profit, they
do so.

Mr. Lambert: What are the conditions that
obtain there which do not obtain in Western
Australia$

Mr. PILRINGTON: T do not profesa to
know the faets on which they form their
opinjons, but I do know that they have

formed that opinion, because they have up
to now refused to make jam here.

Mr. Lambert: Because it suits their com-
mercial interests,

Mr. PILKINGTON: Exactly, and does not
the hon. memher see it means that it pays
themn better to make it in the East and sell
it here. TIf it pays them to do that they
will wipe out any jam factory which may
start here,

Mr. Pickering: We must make a start some
time,

Mr. PILEINGTON: If Jones & Cop. know
they can make jam in Tasmania and sell it
in Western Australia and make a better pro-
fit than if they made it in Western Australia,
it means that any person who makes jam here
and sells it here will not be able to compete
againat Jones.

Hon. P, Collier: That may be a bad thing
for Western Australia, bnt it is absolutely
true, :

Mr. PILKINGTON: I am only saying what
is absolutely true,
Mr. Teesdale:
tries here then?

Are we to have no indus-
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Mr. PILKINGTON: If the hon. member
will listen to me, I will point out to him
how we can have indusiries here. What I
have stated is absolutely true; there is no
getting out of it. ’

Mr, Teesdale: What obstacle is there here
which does not exist in the other States?

. Mr. PILKINGTON: I do not profess to
know all the facts, but one of the facts, for
¢xample, is that a man who is manufacturing
jam in the East is doing so at the doors of
a huge market,

Hon. P, Collier: And be has cheap female
labour, which he cannot get here.

Mr. Teesdale: What about our own con-
sumption? ’

Mr. PILKINGTON: We cannot manufae-
ture for our own consumption beeause Jones
can come in and undersell us at any time,
Our jam factory then goes out, When we
entered Federation one of the things held up
as being a great deal to our advantage, and
it was one of the things which undoubtedly
was the essence of the contract, was that
there would be freetrade throughout Aus-
tralia. This is one of the results of freetrade.

The Attorney General: Is it not true that
Jones dumps his jams into Western Austra-
lia at a cheaper rate than he sells them in
his own country so as to get the Western
Australian trade?¥

Mr. PILKINGTON: I should think that
would be extremely likely.

The Attorney General:
that?

Mr. PILKINGTON: L would say, in the
words of the editor of the ‘‘Economist,’’
used a year ago, that in my opinion, dumping,
whether seientific or wnsecientifie, is always for
the benefit of the dumpee. It i3, however,
useless to talk of that, because we are not in
the position to prevent the dumping of goods
here, as we have freetrade between the States.

The Attorney General: T mean selling his
surplus goods in Western Australia at a
lower price than he gets in the Eastern
States.

Mr, PILKINGTON: The Minister is under
the curious rmpression that if we want £100,
000 worth of jam in a year and we can huy
it from Jones for £100,000, and that we can
make it in this country for £120,000, it will
pay us to make it here. If the Minister bhe-
liaves that T cannot help it.

The Attorney General: You did not answer
my question.

Mr. PILEINGTON: I thought T answered
it in the words of the editor of the ‘‘Econo:
mist.’”’

The Attorney General:
whether you approve of it.

Mr. PILEKINGTON: I thoroughly approve
of it. If woe can get jams from the Eastern
States cheaper than we c¢an make them our-
selves we are doing well. We are not now,
as two_ countries, fighting to put up a tariff
wall. We have freetrade. o

Mr, Lambert: Would the hon. member’s at-
titude extend to the countries against whom
we are at war to-day?

Mr. PILEKINGTON: I am not dealing with
fiscal questions as hetween different countries

Do you approve of

I asked you

that have the right to put up barriers, I am
dealing with our own position as it is to.day,
the stimulating of industries by the Minister
for Industries when be should be paying at.
tention to the finances. What I wae going
to apeak about is that this artificial stimu.
lation of industries is unsound, and will re.
sult not only in the loss of money but io
the loss of emergy. The secondary indus.
tries, or all that are fit to count, will come
to us with absolute certainty if we develop
our primary industries sufficiently. As the
weaith of the country and population grow,
and in so far as the primary industries can
be advantageously carried on, the secondary
industries will be bound to follow. That is
the reason why they have them in the Euast-
ern States and we have not got them here.
The secondary industries will coma. But it
is a mistake to suppose that you are avy
better off in producing £100 by a secondary
industry than in producing the same amount
by, say, a primary industry.

Mr. Lambert: Great Britain thought that at
one time.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: She was Germany's
largest customer before the war.

Mr. PILKINGTON: I am not going to
enter upon a diseussion of British and German
views on the tariff question.

Mr, O’Loghlen: An Australian protection-
ist, if residing in England, would become a
freatrader.

Mr., PILKINGTON: What we are dealing
with now is, not the question of protection
versus freetrade; we are dJdealing with the
trade between the Australian States, which is
absolutely free.

Mr. Teesdale: Would you advocate the es-
tablishment of a woollen factory heref

Mr, PTILRINGTON: T think that without
a shadow of doubt it will come when it will
pay to manufacture the wool in Western Aus-
tralia. There are experts who know the laat
detail of the wool trade and they will know
when the time comes when it will pay to manu-
facture it here. They will then manufacture it
here, and the industry will be started.
© Mr. Willecock: Wouid it be wrong to hasten
that day? :

Mr. PILEINGTON: No more wrong than it
would be to hasten the millenium., AR T say
ia that the Government are not hastening the
approach of either one or the other. I have
been led to talk a little more of these second-
ary industries than I intended to. What I in-
tended to call attention to wag that we see the
Minister for Industries expending his energy
in a dircetion worse than useless, At any rate,
whether I am right or wrong, surely we are
entitled to ask Ministers to turn their atten-
tion at this erisis to the question of finance
which is the beginning, middle, and end of
everything in this country at present. There
are eertain things which I venture to think any
Government would do if they were in earnest
in setting about putting the finances right. We
hgve heard a lot about economies here and
thers, and no doubt some small economies have
been effected. 1 shall be glad to hear abont
them, Certainly the loan expenditure has been
very much reduced, for -the very excellent
rengon that there has been very little loan
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mouney available and a large amount of that
was required to make up the revenue deficit.

. Hon. P, Collier: The instance quoted by the
Premier last night in regard to the Agrieul-
tural Department was entirely loan money,

The Premier: Oh, no.

Mr. PILKINGTON: Certainly at a time
like this it is futile to come here and point
to a reduction of £2,000. Let us consider the
attitude one would expect a Government who
were in earnest to take up, If the Government
were in earnest in cutting down expenditure
in the public service, the first step would be
for them to re-introduce in the Public Service
Act the section which enabled them to get rid
of any public servant at a moment’s notice.
We know what the position always is in any
department of Government service. Unless the
Minister ean say to a publie servant unfit for
bis job, **Get out, I do not want you,’’ he
cannot possibly effectively retremeh in the
publie service. T spoke of this last year and
Y am not ashamed to return to it again. We
know what fakes place at the present time.
Unless his office is abolished no public servant
can be dismissed exeept after an inquiry. It
used to he the law that a public servant in
Western Australia, as everywhere else, could be
dismissed at a moment’s notice. That right was
taken away by the first Public Serviee Aect,
but was re-enacted by the Act of 1902 and I
submit that if the Government are in earnest
and mean to reduce the serviece by proper re-
trenchment they must have that right. T am
speaking particularly of getting rid of those
not wanted, and not of reducing salaries, which
is not a proper mode of retrenchment. If a
public gervant is not doing his work properly
it should be in the power of the Minister to
dismiss him at once. The section that was in
the Act of 1902, which was an amending Aect,
reads as follows—

Nothing in the principal Aect as.from the
commencemaent thereof shall be construed or
held to abrogate or restrict the right or
power of the Crown, as it existed before the
passing of the said Aet, to dispense with the
services of any person employed in the pub-
lic service. -

Any Government in earnest would have re-
enacted that section, and then they would have
been in a position to deal with the public ser-
vant. Until the Government take such a step
I for one will not believe that they are in the
slightest degree in earnest about making what
they call economies and what I prefer to eall
retrenchnent. There is a provision in the Rail-
way Act providing that a man may not be dis-

migsed: without inquiry, T notice that it is the-

intention of the Government for some reason
yeb to be explained to appoint three Railway
Commiggioners. I confess I do not see -any
reason for three; but whether there are three
or cne, I submit that the Commissioner or Com-
missioners should have absolute power to Qis-
miss and appeint servants, exactly as the Gov-
ernment should have the right to do.

Hon. P. Collier: In practice he always has
done so.

Mr. PILKINGTON: But in many cases it
has been followed by an inquiry before a
board, as provided by the Aect.

Hon., P, Collier: But that geetion is dealing
with punitive dismissals.

Mr. PILEINGTON: I think that is so. As
a matter of fact cases come before the court
in which it is dificult to know what the sec-
tion does mean. It is diffienlt to draw the
line between punitive dismissal and dismissal
for the purposes of retrenchment. There is
sowetimes a very fine line between aaying
in progperous times ‘*You are no good to me
now’’ and in saying the same thing in times
that are not prosperous. The Commissioner
should have absolute power.

Mr. Davies: He has it now. There is no
appeal against retrenchment in the railway
gervice,

Mr. PILKINGTON: But there is an appeal
against a punitive dismissal, and the differ-
ence between that and a dismissal for re-
trenchment may sometimes be intensely diffi-
cult to draw, even in the mind of the Commis-
sioner himself, There should be no oceasion
these times in which the Commissioner is peuf
inte the difficulty of an inquiry through dis-
missing & man in the course of retrenchment.
I submit that these arc preliminary ateps
that would be taken by any Government
geriously intemt upon. economy.

Hon. P. Collier: The Government an-
nounced at the outset that they would amend
any Acts standing in their way in that direc-
tion.

Mr. PTLKINGTON: It would not be too
much to ask the Government to carry out
that portion of their policy. T do not intend
to speak at any length about eduecation. I
stili believe that vote could be eut down, I
have been aceused of holding the belief that
in 4 community there should be some who are
hewers of wood and drawers of water and
who are better uneducated. Such a belief as
that I have never entertained in the whole
course of my life. Such a belief I can hardly
understand anyone attributing to me. I be-
lieve with the most perfect conviction that
if a man is only spending his life breaking
stones upon the road, he will do so better and
be a hetter citizen if he can enjoy the things
of the mind, if he c¢an read books intelli-
geutly, if he can deal with questions which
are diseussed in public or in private, if, in a
word, lie has become an intelligent man
which, T take it, is the object of education.
He will then be better as a citizen and better
a8 a stone-breaker, or as a man who draws
water or hews wood. I have never suggested
anything that would justify anybedy in im-
puting to me the belief that any portion of
the community would be hetter uwneducated. I
helieve the exact reverse. But we have not
the money at the present time. We are being
pressed and’ are going to be pressed still
harder, and if we spend this money now, if
we do not check the expenditure now we
shall find ourselves in a worse position later
on. And if the thing is allowed to drift until
the expenditure is cut down, not by the Gov-
ernment, but by the hand of absoclute neces-
sity, then the distress that will be caused will
be infinitely greater. When you retrench in
times of comparative prosperity the distresa
caused is comparatively slight; when the re-
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trenchment takes place by the hand of abso-
lute necessity in times that are bad the dis-
tress caused is very great. It is also to be
observed that the education of this country
will proceed more satiéfactorily for thoge
being educated, if we pull through with our
finances. If we fail to pull through with our
finances, what is the use of talking about the
extension of the education vote. The vote
will be cut down, not by us, but by the hand
of absolute unecessity. I do hope that mem-
bers, irrespective of party, will endeavour to
do whatever can be done to help the Govern-
ment if they will be helped, and to push them
if they will not be helped, into taking some
definite course in regard to finance. It would
give me the greatest pleasure to be a sup-
porter of, and to assist in any way, a Gov-
ernment that was attempting honestly and
vigorously to de that which this country
needs g0 badly, hamely, to put our finances
upen something like a business footing.

Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [12.45]: I think
it wiil be fitting for me at this stage if I
express the hope, on behalf of hon. members,
that Hon. Frank Wilson, lately leader of the
Government in this House, should have a speedy
recovery towards good bealth, and say that we
are in sympathy with bim in his illness. He
is now lying seriously ill, and I feel sure that
I am only voicing the opiniom of the House
when I say that our sympathies are entirely
with him, that we hope he will soon have re-
covered, and that at some future date he will
be able to appear again in the House repre-
senting some portion of the State. I have Hs-
tened with great interest to the debate. Thero
is one guestion which has come prominently
before us and which to my mind is of vital
importance, and that is in regard to repatria-
tion. I am not going to deal with that ex-
tengively just now, becanse I understand that
the Government intend at a later date—I hope
it will uot be indefinitely postponed—to place
before the Touse a measure dealing with it.
The attitude of the Government towards this
matter is not one which hag my approval in
any way. The remarks which fell from the lips
of the leader of the Opposition were fully
merited in every respect. 'The lines which he
advocated for the settlement of this question
are sound and reasonsble. I regret that the
attitude of the Premier in this regard has not
been as sympathetic as it should be. When
the opportunity was sooght last session to have
a select committee to go into this question the
motion dealing with i+ was keut in the back-
ground, and was never brought up for discus-
pion after it was first moved. The Premier
should have afforded the House an opportunity
of discussing so important a matier. Any hen.
member who walks through the streets of Perth
must feel heart-broken at the deplorable sight
that meets him on ¢very hand. Only yesterday
in. Perth T counted at least half a dozen re-
turned men who had lost & leg or an arm, We
gay that the question of dealing with those
men who are unsuitable for settlement on the
land is entirely ome for the Commonwealth,
¥ do not aliogether agree with that. TIf the
Government fird that a full measure of con-
sideration is not heing extended to these men
it is.their bonnden duty to do their ntmost to

gpur on the Federal Govermment to greater
endeavours. Although many of these men who
are returned are not perhaps physically fit at
the moment to go on the land, if they have that
desire they should be placed in an institution
such as the Brunswick State farm, where they
can recuperate in health and at the same time
get imto touch with the life which they wish
to take up. The Premier has distinctly stated
that the intention of the Government is to
repurchase estates which are partially im-
proved, and are close to existing lines. This
policy has my endorsement. In view, however,
of the small area which may perhaps be avail-
able the B3fate should also consider the question
of opening up some of our virgin country. The
State, particviarly in the South-West, hag been
badly surveyed as indicated by the Premicr
last might., I agree with him when he says
that it is necessary that fresh surveys should
be made on rational lines. We ghould also take
into eonsideration the desirability of following
on the question of re-surveys by the practical
development of the ecountry that is suitable for
settlement. The South-West offers one of the
most difficult problems the State has 40 eon-
sider. Those of us who have had the misfior-
tune Yo take up virgin country in the South-
‘West have done so at the expense of all our
capital, and to & certain extent at the expense
of our health. The hardships and difSeulties
which confront seftlers in virgin ¢ountry are
only realised by those who have been through
the experience. My contention is that those
men who are seeking to settle on the land
ghould not be allowed te go through auch ex-
periences. Secing that the Government have
available many engines for pulling treea they
should set to work at once on the difficult
couniry, denude it of valueless timber, and
niake it ready for those whom we hope scon
to settle on the land. If we do not denude
the land of these valueless trees the sweetening
of the soil thal is necessary for itz develop-
ment will be postponed. This iz one of the
difficulties which confront new settlers on
virgin eountry. After putting a great deal of
money into their holdings, and all their ener-
gies, settlers in the past have had to wait 2
great many years before their land has reached
the stago of being able to give them some
return. I cannot understand why the Govern-
ment should postpone the taking of definite
and immediate action in this respect. One of
the members said he hoped that immediate
getion would mot be necessary for another 12
months. For my part, T conld hope it wonld
be required to-morrow, that the war could have
been concluded by then, and that we should
have our men coming back to us immediately.
We know that immediately the war is over
wa shall be confronted with one of the greatest
problems whieh has ever come before this Par-
liament, namely, the repatriation of those men
who have made such bhuge sacrifices in our in-
terests and on our behalf. The Government
are doing absolutely nothing compared with
what they should be doing. We started & re-
patriation office and put into it one of the
most capable men, in Mr. Camm, that could
be found. T have interviewed Mr. Camm on
miany oceasions in order to ‘ascertain his atti-
tnde townrds this movement. T am satisfied
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that the Government put inbo this position the
one man suited 6 the work. He had his whole
heart in the business, and was -only siruggling
against the insarmountable wall which the Gov-
ernment had put in his way.

Houn. P. Collier: They only did that in order
to cover up their own shortcomings.

Mr. PICKERING: If the Government in-
tend to treat this proposition from the stand-
point of the Agriculturai Bank then it is
doomed to failure. What we want is aympa-
thetic treatment for these men, and not bus-
iness’ treatment. The Agricultural Bank
should he in just the same light to this move-
ment, as my bank is to my aecount. I should
be able to draw upen it whatever I require.
The Agricultural ‘Bank should naver have the
direction of the policy of the settlement on
the land of our returned men. I have made
a study of this question and of the manner
in which it has been dealt with by other Par-
linments in Awustralia, and I have no hesita-
tion in saying that the ome Parliament which
has been most languishing and ost lacking
in this movement has been the Parliament
of Western Australin. A good many face-
tions remarks were made by the leader of
the Opposition in regard to the recent con-
forenen of the Farmers and Settlers’ Associa-
tion.

‘Hon. P. Collier: That was on the lighter
gide.

Mr: PICKERING: The Premier also made a
few remarks regarding the conferemce, and
referred to the president of the nsseciation as
a czar or a king.

Hom. W, C. Angwin: I do not think he was
far out.

Mr.” PICKERING: T should be a pround
man indeed if at the expiration of 'six years
of unbroken office as president of the associa-
tion T had accorded to me =ueh a reeception
as was aceorded to Mr. Monger, when he
was returned to office for the sixth time. Any
man would be proud to hold that position.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: He knows how to work
it.

My, PICKERING: He does not work it.
I deny - that absolutely. It took the ntmost
persuagion to keep Mr., Monger in the posi-
tion of president of the Farmers and Set-
tlers’ Association. His services have been
given without reward of any description, and
at great personal sacrifice, I have great ad-
miration for that gentleman in the position
which he holds. He has done his duty to the
farming community as fow others in the State
have attempted to do it.

Mr. Lambert: No doubt he has made very
great sacrifices,

Mr, PICKERING: He has indeed. The
conference of the Farmers and Settlers’ As-
gociation differed from that of the reocent
Labour party inasmuch as we threw open to
the world our doors, and welcomed in anyone
who desired to hear uws, withont fear or fav-
our. Everyone was shut out from the Labouvr
Conference except the labour representatives.

Hon. W. O. Angwin: Yon are wrong there.

Mr. PICKERING: I am right, and the hon.
member knows it. In spite of misrepresenta-
tion, which has found its way into the papers

and in spite of the attitude of the “West .

Australian,’’ we hope to continue the poliey
of the open door in regard to our conferences.
Whether we make successes or failures we shall

still welcome the light of day upon our dAo-

ings. There is nothing that is brought for-
ward at our conferences imimical to the best
interests of the State or the Empire.

Hon., W. G. Angwin: The one thing you
forgot was to ask the 'Treasurer to give you
the Treasury.

Mr. PICKERING: I do not think we are
very anxious for that at present, A great
deal has been made over the incident of the
reconeiliation of the Hanorary Minister (Hon.
C. F. Baxier) and Mr. Murray. As I happen
to have been the acting sccretary of the con-
fercnee, hon, members will admit that I know
something about this matter., Mr. Baxter
attended the conference in order to make a
statement regarding the working of the
Wheat Pool. He made the statement. At the
conclusion of the heated controversy which
took place between Mr, Murray and the Hon-
orary Minister, Mr. Murray, who was gitting
on my right and had to pass at the baeck of
me to get to Mr. Baxter, shook hands with
that gentleman as he went out.

Hon, P, Collier: That is & matter of grave
national importance.

Mr. PICKERING: T do not say it is, but
as the matter has been referred to by the
leader of the Oppeosition I think T am justi-
fied in speaking about it. This act was recog-
nisedl by the delegates as being an advance
towards a reconciliation.

Hon, P, Collier: Was there a dramatie
pause?

Mr, PICKERTNG: There was none that I
am aware of.

Hon, P. Collier: Do you agree with the in-
terpretation?

Mr., PICKERING: My interpretation was
that the handshake was a sign that good
fellowship existed between the two. T com-
sider myself a gportsman, and after T have
had a fight here with hon. members opposite,
T am quite ready to go out of the Chamber
and shake hands with them. or have a cup
of tea with them. Now, a few words about
the attitude of the Press towards the Govern-
ment. It seems to me that the ‘“West Aus-
tralian’’ is arregating to itself the right of
forming Governments. By that journal two
or threc Governments have been suggested re-
cently. The very last recommendation sub-
mitted to the congideration of the people of
this State was the making of Mr. Colebatch
Premier, and Mr. Kingamill, I think, Colonial
Secrctary. A few remarks have been made
ahout Mr, Colebatch’s ability by the leader
of the Opposition and by the member for
Perth; and T am in aecord with the expres-
gions of opinion uttered by those gentlemen.
T shonld greatly regret it if we had Mr. Cole-
bateh as Premier, Much has been said
againgt onr present Premier, whom T find a
very reasonable man and one who does his ut-
most to serve the State.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Good intentions!

Mr. PICKERING : He is full of pood in
tentions, I.ike other men in the position of
Premicr, he may have made some mistakes;
but I prefer seeing the present Premier in
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that position, to the change advocated by the
‘“West Australian.’’

Mr. Johnston: And so say all of us.

Mr. PICEERING: Now, I am trying to,
find the prominent Nationalist who advocated
that proposal in the ‘‘ West Australian.’’

Mr. O'Loghlen: He is there all right.

Mr. Johnston: He is not prominent when
one is looking for him.

Mr, PICKERING: I should like to place
my hand upon him.

g‘fr. O’Loghlen: What would happen if you
did¢

Mr. PICKERING: We would have a little
zinnsement out of him

Hon. P. Collier: There is nothing at all in
it, then?

Mr. PICEERING: Perhaps I might be able
to fall into line with a suggestion of the
‘“*West Australian’’ if that newspaper de-
¢ided that I ought to have a portfolio; but
8o long as T am excluded from these possible
Governments of our morning daily, I muat
oppose all of them., An aspect of the wheat
marketing scheme was animadverted upon by
the leader of the Opposition. The thatter is
one which, naturally, appeals strongly to
members of the Country party. I assure the
House that when a measure dealing with the
subject ‘comes down, I shall not hesitate to
take the stand I took last time, and advocate
the placing of that busivess in the hands of
the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.

Mr. Lambert: Who expected otherwise?

Hon. P. Collier: You have had “instructions
to do that; you have no choice.

Mr, PICKERING: I shall state why I
favour that course,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Suppose £15,000, or
£20,000, can be saved if the wheat is handled
by the State; what then?

Mr., PICKERING: Then I would sapport
co-operative handling. I consider that all
fhe profit made out of the wheat shounld be
returned to the man who grew the wheat.

- Hon. W, C. Angwin: Now the profit goes
to the few.

Mr. PICKERING: Though the leader of

the Opposition said that we should -wateh,

this movement with care, and be very sus-
picious of it——

Hon. P, Collier: No; not suspicious.

Mr. Green: Vigilant.

Hon. P. Collier: Wateb it with great anx-
iety.

Mr. PICKERING: I think that at heart the
leader of the Opposition and members on his

gide of the House are in sympathy with the

eco-operative movement.
Hon. P. Collier: I strongly support co-
operation.

Mr. PICEERING: I am very glad to hear
it. The Honorary Minister said that, tak-
ing into eonsideration the cireumstances, the
wheat had been well and capably handled by
the Westralian Farmers, Ltd,, during the past
year. The Government, having had the ex-
perience of two or three systems of handling,
ghould be in a position to know what the work
is actually worth. If the Government are
prepared to fix a price—it is only fairness
that we want—I am quite sure the Westralian

Farmers, Ltd, would be prepared to undertake
the work at that price. ’

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I soppose you know
that the Farmers’ Mercantile TUnion have
4,000 or 5,000 sharcholders?

Mr, PICKERING: I believe that is so, but
they are not a co-operative company like the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd., which is one of the
moet truly co-operative eaterprises existing
in Australia to-day. That being so, I think
the Government should place the handling of
the wheat with the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.

Hon, P. Collier: All things heing equal.

Mr. PICKERING: All things being equal.
If the price is an equitable one, there will be
no injustice in giving the work to the Wes-
tralian Farmers. I now propose to quote to
the House some particulars of co-operatiive
movements in other countries—

The Royal Commission appointed by the
Saskatchewan Government recommended
co-operation backed by Government guar-
antees as the solution of the farmers’ pro-
blem. The observations of the Commis-
sien from investigations in Europe were—
(1) There is in all European countries a
frank and umniversal recognition of the sup-
reme importance of agriculture as an in-
dustry as shown by (a)} Government co-
operation in edueation, facilitating eredit,
promoting co-operative imstitutions for
production and distribution of products.
{b) Sympathetic attitude of urban com-
munities towards agriculture. (&) Active
participation in agricultural affairs by
public-apirited citizens and national lead-
ers. The Canadian Government recently
purchased 1,000 Ford tractors, and they
were distributed by the Department of
Agricnliure at eost. The Canadian Govern-
ment has made a grant of £400,000 per
year for 10 years to promote the develop-
ment of eo-operative marketing and mar-
keting of all agricultural produce and to
assist in bringing about better buainess
methods in farming. It is recognised that
better farming means better business to
the community, and better eonditions for
the workers. One of the most remarkable
developments in present day agrieultural
America is the county agent. He is the
development of the last decade. He is an
appointee of the Department of Agrieul-
ture. and there are in the United States
1,400 men and 500 women employed as
county agents, and the Agricultural De-
partment is incrcasing the number as fast
as men and women with proper training
ean be secured. Their duties are to or-
ganise and conduct or assist in condueting
co-operative buying associations, ¢o-opera-
tive selling or shipping associations, con-
operative eredit associations, labour ex-
change bureawn, egg circles, cte,, ete, The
county agent has been described a$ the
Deputy Minister of Agriculture for his par-
ticular district. The county agent system
is nlso heing introduced in Canada. The
1914 Federal finance law and its farm loan
scheme has been a great suceess, and it is
cstimated to have saved the farmers of
the U.B.A. £12,000,000 per annum. The
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U.5.A. Government has been teaching the
farmers the necessity of co-operation in
cvery field of effort, About 30 years ago
Ttaly’s farmers were practically bankrupt
and uwniversally dissatisfied. Stock was de-
teriorating and land degenerating. To-day
Italy is progressing more rapidly agricul-

turaliy than even the United States. This
improvemeut has been effected by co-
aperative institutions. There are some

1,800 rural banks in Italy. - They enjoy

certain rights from the Government as ex-

emption from taxation, etc. The study of

Ttalinn co-operation shows the power of co-

aperation to inerease the farmer’s business

judgment aund to encourage thrift, It de-
monstrates that co-operation, far from
weakening the individuality of the farmer,
develops to keener competition and places
a premium upon trustworthiness and pro-
gressiveness. In Ireland, France, Belgium,
nnd Germany the co-operative movement
is subsidised, some couniries have heen
going to the extreme and over-capitalising
eo-operative institutions, while in Denmark
co-operation is compulsory.
I have brought those few points before hon.
members in order to illustrate my reason for
supporting the handling of the wheat by the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd., when the measure
dealing with the matter eomes before the
House.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: But the co-operative
societies in the country do the handling at
the sidings.

Mr. PICKERING: They are included in the
Westralian Farmers,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Not at all.

Mr. PICKERING: We have heard a great
deal from the Premier of his desire to assist

the South-West; but when we get his policy .

on the question, we find it counsists more of
platitudes than of anything elsé. From the
member for Perth we heard to-day a con-
demnation of the principle of establishing
jam factories, Whilst T have always been
a revenne tariff man, I have never been a
secker after the establishment of secondary
industries on a false basis by protection. But
I do consider that, when the possibility ar-
rives of establishing a jam factory by mecans
of a State loan, we are justified in availing
ourselves of that opportunity.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The loan will never be
repaid,

Mr. PICKERING: We hope it will be.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Sneh a loan has never
vet been repaid.

The Premier: The Government hold ample
saenrity. :

Mr. PICKERING: The jam factory started
with what was thought to be a2 good manager.
He ultimately turned out to have-come from
Jones & Co.’s factory. Our local jam enter-
prise made a considcrable quantity of jam,
and that jam was ail spoilt by burning, Pos-
sibly the spoiling might have been attribu-
table to intention. At all events, it caused
the company a heavy loss and o setback;
though I understand they have now as much
work as they ean possibly do, Their business
requires extensions, which they cannot make
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exeept with the assistance of the Govern-
ment, Are we to allow an industry, which
has been prosperously established, fo be
wiped out in the interests of Jones & Co.? The
member for Perth gave us a lot of those doe-
trines to which we are already accustomed,
and which we highly appreciate; but we have
to bear in mind that if we allow Jones &
Co., becauss they come here temporarily, by
dumping, to swamp all cur secondary indus-
tries——

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Government find

the money, the Government should be in
control. -
Mr, PICKERING: I do not think thers

will be objection raised to that. Is the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle desirons of
killing this industry?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Not at all; but let
the Government control it.

Mr. PICEERING: I am perfectly certain
that the company would be willing to have
an appointee of the Government on their
committee of management, However, I am
strongly opposed to any attempt to kill out
this young industry, which may save our or-
chardists. When I asked -what the Govern-
ment were going to do with the fruit indus-
try this year, I was laughed at. On thia
question the Governor’s Speech says—

The fruit industry, though suffering
severely from restricted markets, on ae-
eount of lack of shipping facilities, is de-
veloping satisfactorily; and when normal
conditions return, the greatly increased
yield of prime fruits will mean much added
wealth to the State. Last season’s fruit
yield reached the fine total of nearly
1,400,000 bushels, heing an increass of ahout
600,000 bushels as eompared with the ont-
put of four years ago.

That is very interesting, but it does not say
what is to be done with the unfortunate
growers who are produeing the fruit,

Sitting suspended from 115 to 2.30 p.m.

Mr. PICKERING: Before lunch T was
dealing with the difficulties which concern the
froit industry. These difficulties are generally
congidlered to be almoest impossible of solution.
The growers have had under eonsideration the
possibility of adopting a pool acheme as a way
out, but unfortunately they are disunited, the
obstacles are so great, and the experiences of
last season po far towards convincing me of
the futility of this proposal. There are possibly
directions in which the Government could
asgist, for instance, in the way of supplying
cases at a reduced cost, We have the assur-
ance of the Minister for Lands that the or-
chard tax will not he reimposed, but T hope the
Minister in charge of this industry will take
into consideration the advisability of wsing
his expert fruit officer to formulate some
scheme to dispose of the fruif, and if this is
done some good will result, The development
of the South-West involves another aspeet, and
that is, a bacon factory. It will be rememhered
that the Minister for Industries produced in
this House & plan showing a bacon faetory

which was to cost £3,000, but the Minister did
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not say what would be the possible amount of
capital required for the flotation of a factory.
Seeing that the amount estimated is not to ex-
eeed £3,000, a further £3,000 if found by the
co-operative company should be sufficient capi-
tal to place such a faetory on a workable basis.
With a view to starting a factory at Busgel-
ton, I made application to the Minister for In-
dustries, and as a result of gertain correspond-
ence I am told by the Minister in charge that
it requires £12,000 to start a co-operative bacon
factory at Busselton.

The Attorney General:
that by me.

. Mr. PICKERING: If tbis is the sort of
delusion that is to be held np to the people it
is a disgrace to the Government. We offered
to put up money on the pound for pound basis
4s suggested by the .Minister for Industries.
At Busselton there happens to be located the
original butter factory which is now vacant,
and I placed the suggestion before the Minis-
ter that this factory might be made available
at the lowest possible cost for utilisation as a
bacon factory. But I am assured by the Min-
ister that it would be cheaper to put up a new
building rather tlian alter the old building
to suit the requirements of the bacon factory.
But, seeing that it is so costly to put up new
buildings, and I speak with knowledge, and
I believe the butter factory having been de-
signed somewhat on the lines of a bacon fae-
tory could be so altered at a sum which wounld
be far below that estimated by the Minister.
I am not going to be downhearted on the sub-
jeet becanse of the opinions of the member
for Perth in regard to secondary industries.
I hope the Minister for Industries will go care-
fully into this guestion of the old factory being
made available for the purpose of a bacon fae-
tory at Busselton. I am assured by the Works
Department that the building is to he pulled
down, and the material utilised in other direec-
tions. I think that the building shovld be re-
ported on by officers of the department and if
found posaible of adaptation it could surely be
utilised for the purpose which I have indieated,
Coming to the development of the South-West,
I am in aceord with the cutting vp of the
econntry on the lines advocated by the Country
party. This policy was formulated shortly
after its advent and consists, in so far as the
South-West is concerned, of small farms in
group areas improved hefore selection. The
member for Wortham (Hon, J. Mitehell) is of
opinion that he was the father of this par-
ticular policy. He may have been, but I am
not eognisant of it. But the first policy of
the Country party was in this direction, and
the Government should make the land avail-
able at the lowest possible price on long dated
terms. I wonld suggest for very careful con-
sideration that as soon as possible the intro-
duction of pure bred dairy stock wvnder a cap-
sble manager. At the present time we have a
capable manager at the Brunswick State Farm,
which 8 eminently suited "for a stud dairy
farm, and I am sure if he was placed in charge
of pure bred stoek, good would resnlt. I hope
the Government will not look on it as a scheme
for hreeding siud stock for sale to those who

You were not told

ean afford to purchase ~leewhere. What I want
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to Jdo is to have the stock sold out to the small
dairy farmers at the lowest possible price on
favourable terms, it being at the same time
worked on such lines as to make it a payable
proposition to the Government, Coming to the
question of finanee, I should say I approach
this matter with much trepidation. We have
had a very capable address from the leader of
the Opposition and a brilliant oration from the
member for Perth, and one must view with a
certain amount of diffidence handling a ques-
tion of this nature. I am in agcord with what
the member for Perth stated as to the outlook
immediately confronting the State, but I do
not altogether take such a hopeless view as he
did. If we refer to the past history of the
world we find that there have been dark times
at all periods of war, but that the rccovery
from its dire effects has been speedier than was
anticipated by the most optimistic. I have,
therefore, not that hopeless outlook for West-
ern Australia with our magnificent resources,
and I believe when the war is over there will
be a general demand for all that we are able
to produce, and it will force the developmnent of
shipping and the utilisation of ensuing ton-
nage to carry to the markets all that we pro-
duce. Germany, Austria, and all the central
powers of Europe have their resourees some-
what depleted, and they are not doing anything
with their eguntry in the way of production
and harvest, which must nceessarily increase
the demand. And although we may be fight-
ing them tooth and nail at this moment, at the
endd of the war we shall not be able to refuse
to supply them with produce necessary for
sustenance. Those countries that have ship-
ping will probably use it in taking to the
market the things which we wish to dispose of.
I helieve we should exercise the utmost pos-

sible retrenchment and impose additional
taxation  if inevitable, bhut I Dbelieve it
is  absolutely essentinl that there showld

be an opportunity afforded the House at
the earliest possible date to diseuss our relations
with the Federal Government, more especially
the financial relations. Although we are not
able to guess what may happen in two years,
wo might get in readiness for it. The losses
we smstained through Federation are ineal-
culable, and we should do our best to bring
into being a secheme which is more satiafactory
to the State. When the Estimates come before
the House I hope the Government will be pre-
pared to make a straight-out statement as to
what they intend to de¢, and in what direetion
taxation will lie. That is the time to discuss
the serious financial ontlook of Western Aus-
tralia. I should like to touch briefly on the
Vermin Bill. There are boards in my distriet
which are not included as vermin boards, and
T should like to know if the powers confained
in the Bill allow boards to be so included he-
fore the Bill becomes law in the Legislative
OCouncil. There are several boards in my dis-
trict which are free from the dingo, and they
protest against being included in vermin
boards. There are other boards outside the
district which are infested with dingoes and
which are not inelnded in vermin boards, and
they naturally object whilst free from dingoes
to pay rates for their extinction whilst in-
fested boards are exempt. There should he
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unifed action in this regard. The boards in
the South-West should be prepared to nssist
those that are better able to fight the rabbits
in their brother’s territory than in their own.
There iz a readiness throughout the district I
represent to fall into line, provided the Gov-
ernment bring in a truly national view of the
matier, and make every ronds hoard a com-
pulsory vermin board. If that is done the
position will be relieved and the rates will be
reduced. I am glad to note from the Premier
that he is introducing a Bill to deal with the
forests of Western Australia. Tk is a Bill
which is eoming from the hands of the Con-
servator of Forests. Whilst every member is
prepared to concede that the Conservator is
a very able man, they must also concede that
hig experience in Western Australia is limited.
There are conditions pertaining to Western
Australia that do not pertain to such places
a3 Sierra Leone or other countries where lhe
has performed such duties. I hope the Premier
will see that the measure is broad-minded, and
if he does not I shall be one of those to oppese
the measure. Another question which is of
vital importance to the State is that of the
oil industry. The prospects of finding oil in
Wegtern Australia, I am convinced from what
I have read recently in a report, are more
favourable than in any part of Australia, and
that at Busselton, Pingelly, and Eaperance, it
is demonstrated we have in Western Australia
the best prospects for petroleum,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Mr, English did not say so.

Mr. PICEERING: No, but other gentlemen
of anthority have eaid so. If oil really does
axist, it is worth the Government’s while to
do something to develop it. Tf we did find
petroleumn in Western Australia, it would lift
the debt from onr shoulders in a very short
space of time. Therefore, the Government
should be prepared to give some assistance to
prospect for it. Considerable help haz been
given to the mining industry, but the discovery
of gold could never do what the discovery of
oil would do for Western Awustralia. Another
question I desire to touch npon is that of the
railway grades in the sonth-western part of the
State. It is very evident that one of the con-
tributory causes of the losses sustained by our
railways is the impossible grades which exist
in the South-West, and to some extent in other
parts of the State. When Mr. Eddy was
appointed Commisgioner of Railways in New
South Wales he ingisted upon the Government
finding a sum of money for the re-grading of
the railway line. This work was earried out
and the result was that from heing a losing
proposition, the railway system there was made
a remunerative one. The hanlage along our
Sonth-Western line iz nothing like what it
should be under normal conditions; it is cost-
ing mueh more to haul small loads than it
would cost to haunl larger loads. This is a vital
auestion and should bhe attended te promptly
by the Government with a view of enabling
the railways to hecome a payable proposition.
. With regard to the question of the management
of the railways, I do not know whether T am
to welcome or not the suggestion that three
commissioners ghould be appointed. If thev
are appointed, however, the appointments
should not be on the lines suggested by the

swould
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member for Guildferd (Mr. Davies). That
certainly be  a calamity. If it
iz rdecided to have three commigsioners,
the appointment should be made on sound
lines., A good deal has been said against
the present Commissioner of Railways. I
have never met this official, but I say that
if any person ¢an make tie railways of the
State pay, he is worth £20,000 n year. We
have lad railwaye built all over the ~oun-
try irrespective of requircments and then we
blame # man because he cannoe do what is
impossible. The man is not born who can
make our railway system pay. A good deal
of injustice has been done to the present
Commissioner in that respeet. I consider that
we should devote some attention to develop-
ing the unused lands adjacent to exigting
railways. There are miles of land close to
railway lines which should be opemed up,
and so that they might be utilised I would
suggest the imposition of an unimproved
land tax to foree the owners to bring that
land into occupation. It is a disgrace to sce
86 much territory uuused and we would be
justified in imposing sueh a tax. Another
matter to which T wish to allude ias the ex-
isting price of leather. This commedity is
used to a ecensiderable extent in copmection
with farming and I do not think there is
any justification, in view of the great quan-
tity of leather whieh is in Australia to-day,
for the price to be as high as it is. The
Government should take a hand in this di-
vection and see whether an alteration can be
brought abeut. 'The price of Australian
brandy also is one of those things for which
there does not appear to be any justification,
Can anyone tell me why the price should
have advanced 100 per cent.?¥ It has had a
better market since the war and there does
net appear to be any good reason for ad-
vancing the price. The question of pro-
hibition shonld have been referred to by the
Government.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
troubles?

Mr, PICKERING: What T object to is
having these things foreced on individual
members of Parliament. The proper scheme
would he to have a referendum of the peo-
ple and see what they have to say about it.
Prohibition would not affect me in the least
hecause I never comsume liquor here.

Mr. Brown: How mueh outside?

Mr. PICKERING: Very little outside, and
[ defy the hon. member to prove anything
to the contrary. I am prepared to aeccept the
voice of the people on this question, An-
other matter too, about which I would like
some information is in regard to the ques-
tion of the property of enemy subjects. What
is hapening to the property of the Strelitz
Bros. and others?

Hon. P. Collier:
pension,

Mr. PICEERING: Who is drawing the re-
venue from these properties? Tt may besaid
that this is & Federal matter, but when the
Government have these things brought be-
fore them they should investigate them and
report to the Federal Government. I would

Have they not enough

It is in a state of sus-
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intern every German and &ll who are of
German descent and confiscate their pro-
perty until we saw what Germany intended
te do with the property we bave in Germany,
and the rents which we derived could be
used to pay the costs of internment,.

Hon, P. Collier: How does Fritz Lange
come to be at largef

Mr. PICEERING: I hope the opportunity
will be given to hon, members to discuss this
subject by way of motion during the ses-
sion. I think T have touched briefly upon all
matters to which I intended to refer, though
I had overlooked ome matter when speakmg
on the political situation as commented on
by the *‘‘West Australian.’”’  That news-
paper suggested that Mr, Kingsmill should
be Colopial Secretary and that Mr. Mitchell
should be Minister for Landa. Much as I
esteem Mr. Kingsmill and Mr. Mitehell, T
do not know that we would be justified in
thrusting these honours upom those gentle-
men. It seems to me that judging from the
publieation of correspondence with regari
to the appointment of a Minister for Lands,
the gentleman concerned, Mr, Mitchell, must
have given his consent to that publication,
and it looks as if it were possible that the
gentleman concerned had somethng to do
with the leading Nationalist who gave all
the information.

Mr. Thomson: Do not suggest anything
like that, it is impossible.

Mr, PICKERING: . There are others to be
considered besides the ‘‘West Australian’’
in the formation of a Government of the
nature suggested and if any hon. member
thinks he is going to force matters by nsing
the .columns of the ‘“West Australian,’’ he
is making a wrong caleulation.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (Forrest) [2.55]: '[ sup-
pose it is the customary practice to devote
a little time to the "consideration of the
Address-in-reply. Some reformers are ad-
voeating the abolition of this practice and
thera i3 mno doubt that there are many
matters diseussed and brought under the
notiee of members and Ministers which by
the very fact of their discussion tends to-
wards progress, We have to-day listened to
a particularly able speech delivered by the
memher for Perth (Mr. Pilkington), We
may not agree with all his deductions, but
at any rate he has focussed atiention on
what is Western Australia’s most pressing
problem. It is difficult to arouse interest in
the Address-in-reply debate. This very ses-
sion opened in an atmosphere of gleom. You,
Mr. 8penker, have heen here something like
two decades. T have been here for a period
of 10 years and I do not think that either
you or I have ever known such a lack of
interest in the opening proceedings. We
had dozens of empty chairs whiech before
had alwnvs heen filled by curiows people
anxious to see how Parliament was being
carried on. The atmosphere of depression
notieeable here on the opening day exists
thronghout the State. Tt can be traced to
the one thing, finance. T am not going to
join the member for (Gaseoyne and others
in blaming Federation for the whole of the
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ills from which the body politic is suffering
at the present time. Federation has played
a fairly prominent part, but we would be
shirking our responsibility if we were to say
that Federation is wholly responsible for our
troubles. Again, we are not doing a fair
thing if we cling to the hope that we are
going to get a better deal from the Federal
aunthorities. I am quite convinced that the
per capita arrangement will go by the boara
when the time expires. The Commonwenlth
to-day, as well as the State, is in a desperate

finanecial  position with its  appalling
National debt whieh is being built up
and it is almost impossible to com-
prehend how that debt is to bhe paid.
Look at the war expenditure, To that,

there can be no valid objection. But I want
te make a protest against the costs of admin-
istration which are daily inecreasing. There
are no attempts being made at ecomomy by
the Federal authorities. 1 have here a state-
ment which was given to me by one of our
Federal members only a few days ago to the
effect that the war loans raised in Australia,
ineluding War Savings certificates amount
to £149,000,000, the war loans raised in Eng-
land £47 (}00 000 and the deferred pay to 30th
June, 1917 to £9,370,000, a total of
£205,870,000. Up to the 30th June, 1918, in-
terest and ginking fuml en war loans amounted
to £15,960,000 and for war pensions £4,050,000
These ﬁgures represent the expenditure in pre-
vious years and, of course, are annual and in-
creaging charges. The amount paid out of re-
venue for repatriation up to the present is
£450,000. That only represents the commence-
ment of what will ultimately prove to be an
expenditure tunning intoe a great many mil-
lions. As ean be imagined it is difficult to say
at any moment what the war has cost particu-
larly in respeei of the maintenance of troops
in the field, which cost in the first place has
been borne by the British Government and ae-
counts have yet to be rendered. It shows that
the total war expenditure has reached the sum
of £205,000,000 and still there is a very large
account to be rendered by the British Govern-
ment. The Federal Government will he at their
wits’ end to devise ways and means of meeting
the annual interest charges. It also reacts on
the State. The State Government are faced
with inereasing responsibilities and no loop-
hole of escape, because even if the present
Treagurer cuts everything to the bone and im-
poses additional taxation I believe the. cost of
the upkcep of Western Australia will be so
great as to lead inevitably to unification. Mem-
bers hold up their hands in holy horrer at the
prospect, but the positinn is getting so des-
perate that some radical change will have to
be brought about, and personally I think the
time is not far dlstant when the Federa] Gov-
ernment will be obliged to step in unless we
can show our ability to maintain ourselves by
pubting into practice a policy that will bring
about the desired alteration.

Mr. Pmkerlng Only just now yon were
declaiming against the policy of t.he Federal
Government,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I am not enamoured of
their policy, and I would be reluctant to give
additional power to a Government that, per-
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haps, have not always uvsed their power wisely,
bot I am sorely afraid that there is no alter-
native to that course. If hon. members persist
in saying that we are going to recuperate to
so marked an extent and that the potentiali-
ties of the country—which successive Governors
in their official speeches are so fond of refer-
ring to—are so great that we are going to pull
ourselves out of the financial mud, I say we
should he ehildish to attach too mnch import-
ance to svch statements. Our position in West-
ern Australia is that we have too small a popu-
lation and there are great diffienlties in the
way of increasing it at any marked rate owing
to the fact that our industries cannot absorb
the meun, In other words we have not so rich a
State as some of us theught a few years ago.
The Commonwealth are preparing to go on the
market for another big loan, and no doubt the
patriotism of Australian money-lenders will be
such that the amount required will be sub-
geribed. 1 wish to refer to the lack of pat-
‘riotism evinced in some quarters in respeet of
the last loan. Subseribers were offered the al-
ternative of taking wp stock at five per cent,
subject to tuxation or at 41, per cent. free
from income tax, It was noticeable that a very
small proportion went in for that portion of
the loan subject to taxation, which shows that
they had a good deal of foresight if not of
" patriotism. But what can we think of some of
the big Australian journals such as the Sydney
Y*Morning Herald’’ and the Sydney °‘Daily
Telegraph’’ which were asked to give the loan
a boost and which responded by charging the
Government 27s. per inch for advertising
spaee? Tt is as well to ask what apirit of
patriotism prompted the proprietors of those
big journals to charge the people of the coun-
try 27s. per inch for advertising space? Com-
ing to owr own position, the great trouble lies
in getting our lands satisfaetorily settled. We
have licard a good deal about the difficulty of
getting soldicrs on to our land, the enormous
expenditore necessary in order to settle what
the Premier describes as a prosperous yeo-
manry.

The Premier: That is Lord Forrest’s term,
hot mine.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Well let it pass. The diffi-

enlty is that in Western Australia we have not
the variely of resources nor the uniformity of
Jdand which they have inthe Eastern States, One
ig not decrying Western Austrolia when he says
that the soil here is particularly patchy and
that we have to gridiron the country with rail-
ways in order to secure a small proportion of
geftlement, Much of the Jand which the mem-
ber for Sussex referred to just now as not
being utilised along the railways, is abselutely
barren and will remain so until the chemist can
find a solution, We were told that there are
on the hands of the Agriecultural Bank 793
abandoned farms, and the report of the in-
speetor indicates that only 35 of those can be
recommended for soldier settlement.
. The Attorncy General: That is mainly on
account of remoteness from railway lines. One
qualification is that they mmst be within a cer-
tain radius of the railway.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: T take it that a fairly
large number ¢f them are in close proximity
‘to the railways. Although in the Sonth-West
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we have a pgreat many patches of execellent
land we have also down there considerable
stretches of inferior country, In Western Aus-
tralia, as the member for Perth has pointed
out, we are dependant on four or five prinecipal
primary industries, wheat, gold, wool and tim-
ber, and of course our local ecal, which has
been of considerable use and which will be a
permanent asset. Although not of the same
quality as that mined in other States, it is
there in unlimited quantities. It has helped
the State throngh many a diffieulty and will
do so again in the future, Coming to those
industries which have been the source of our
prosperity in the past we find, as the member
for Perth pointed out, that wheat-growing hag
not been altogether profitable from the State
point of view. The Department of Agrieulture
has been obliged to literally shovel money into
the agricultural districts to get the industry
established. Providence has taken a hand, we
have had bad years, and at the present june-
ture it is difficult to know exactly what the
wheat market will be in the future. The
British Government are not enthusiastic about
purchasing the supplies that have been pro-
duced, and none of us can forecast what the
future has in store,

Mr. Maley: T do not believe the statement
that the British Government will not purchase
the wheat. '

Mr, O'LOGHLEN : Conling, as it does, from
the Treasurer I must believe it.

The Mirster for Mines: They may require
the wheat and still may not be enthusiastic
about buying it just now.

My, O’LOGHLEN: Even if they require the
wheat now, the point is to be congidered
whether in the years to come, seeing that we
are so far remote from markets, we can com-
pete with other countries who also have gone in
for wheat production. There are big possi-
bilities to be opened up in the eastern ecun-
tries, such as Java and other places with their
teeming populations, and if we can popularise
the consumption of our flouar uv there we
oceupy an cxceptionally advantagecus position
geographically, I believe we could do somse-
thing in that direction. But wheat at present
is wot offering any great promise of getting
the Govermment out of their diffienlty. We are
told in the Governor’s Speech that mining is
fairly satisfactory at present. T do not fhink
any hon, member can agree with that. Mining
to-day is under a clond, Many of the pro-
mising fields of a few years ago are Lnow
dagerted. There is nothing more disheart-
ening than an abandoned mining field
with its evidences of deecay. Personally T be-
lieve that wore depends on the administration
of the Minister for Mines than that of any
other Minister. TIn the past, gold was the
magnet that attracted the world to Western
Australia, and gold and oil will do it again.
We know we have the pold. Oil has not yet
been definitely disecovered as a commereial pro-
position within onr borders, but T believe that
the onening up of another goldfield would
entirely solve our diffieulties. That gold, T
belicve, i8 in the country, and mo effort should
he spared to locate it, because it would again
attract people from all parts of the world.
We have the mineral belt, and by wise adminis-
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tration of public funds it would tend to help
us out of our diffieulty.

Mr. Maley:

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Gold mining has been
the principal industry in this State in the past.
Lead mining will do something, but not on
the same scale as gold. Apart from the mining
prospects, the pastoral industry to-day is in a
prosperous coudition. Timber i3 another prim-
ary industry that bas been under .a cloud.
Owing to lack of shipping the export trade
was given a knock-put blow. There are now
signs of a revival, and the £70,000 or £80,000
per annum lost to the railways through the
collapse of the timber industry should soon
begin to return; becanse the demand for our
timber is so keen in the Eastern States, where
they have practically no suitable timber, that
provided a little shipping could be secursd the
men operating in our timber forests would soon
be on 2 good financial wicket. Some criticism
has been levelled at the Minister for Industries
because of his zeal in establishing new indus-
tries. The member for Perth took him to task,
I think, rather severely, and pointed out that
he was doing no good and even some harm.
No matter whether this is viewed from the
point of the fiscal atheist, the rabid freetrader,
or the fanatical protectionist, although we are
in a country dependent on primary prodoe-
tion, primary production does not offer
sufficient seope for our State to build
jtself up any great place in the Commonwealth.
Primary production does not offer employ-
ment to the 25,000 ex-service men tlle Agent
General was speaking about. I admit it will
do wonders provided the seasons are good and
other circomstances not adverse, but if we can
develop secondary industries, all honour to the
Government or to the individeal Minister en-
deavouring to do it. However; diffienlties are
eropping up and should be met. The member
for Perth referred to jam. T have a vivid re-
collection of the starting of a jam factory in
the South-West. We had the fruit, we had the
men and we had the money, and with Govern-
ment assistance a start was made at Donny-
brook, and attempts weére made clsewhere also.
The difficulty was that as a commercial pro-
position it could not compete against Jones &
Co. of Hobart. The people of Western Aus-
tralia are not so patriotie that they will pay
2d. per Ib. more for Wetern Australian jam
than they will for Jones & Co.’s production.
The whole of the diffieulty ean be traced back
to Federation and to the lack of co-ordination
in the industrial system in Australia. Some of
ns who have given attention to this subject
have heen eontending for a considerable time
that the Pederal Arbitration Court should not
be limited in ity jurisdietion, that it should be
given power to make awards in various parts of
Australia, beyond the houndaries of any one
State. That would then bring the conditions
into harmony with those existing -else-
where. It is a weakness in the Amer-
jean system just =28 it is in ours,
There the manufactorers rule. TIf any-
thing is in the road it is bought out. If a man
stands in the road he is put ount of the road.
But in America the Btates compete for indus-
tries, and the State that has the lowest stand-
ard of industrial order is the State that gets

Then there is the lead mining.
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the capitalist to come along and start indus-
tries. The bad employer does not want to be
troubled with organisations, arbitration courts,
or trades unions, He only wants to he left
alone, like the burglar. 1ln Australia that same
condition has eropped up, but not quite to the
same extent as in America, We have kept our
Jederal Constitution on the American model.
I do not blame any of those brilliant inteliects
which dratted that Coustitution, <They eould
not sce too far abead of themselves, though
they Jid well, e have noticed the diffienlties
of the system, and have been trying to alter it.
Until we alter it Western Australia will be
permanently at a disadvantage. We have no
uniform industrial laws, In Tasmania there
was no standard fixed at all, They have had
a hybrid system of wages boards in operation
there, and up to two years ago able-bodied
men in Tasmania were working in the timber
industry at §s. 6d. a day, When we come to
compete with Tasmania in the jam industry,
lor iustance, we find that three men can be
employed there for what it takes to employ
one in Western Augtralin. We are not able to
compete with them becaunse our standard is
higher. What is the remedyf Does the remedy
lie in redueing our standard to that of Tas-
mania, or in piving power to some tribunal to
bring the Tasmaniav standard up to ours? It.
is true that the sea freight operates againat
Jones & Co. of Tasmania, for they have to pay
ireight on all jams that are sent to this
State. That in itselt affords us some protec-
tion. When inter-State freetrade was brought
about as a barrier, and the border line of the
different States was swept away, it meant that
Western Australia, being comparatively speak-
ing a new State, and not having any secondary
industries, was all the time under the domina-
tion, and subject to the dumping of Eastern
manufacturera. That might give us cheaper
commaodities in some ways. Unless wo can
establish local industries as a check upon this
the time is not far distant when jams and
other things will be forced up to an inordinate
extent. Our guggestion has been for the last
fow years, ever gince we detected this weak-
nesy, that one big industrial tribunal of Aua-
tralia should be given power to say to the em-
ployer, or manufacturer, in Tasmania, ‘‘ Your
standard is low in comparison with Western
Australia, You must improve that standard
and your conditions so as to give the struggling
industries in that State a fighting chance of
getting on their feet.’’ The position ¢an be
overcome. If we arc going to fix our standard
and take o pride in its being ecomparatively
high we are not going to get people patriotic
enongh to consume our loeal product at a
higher cost than those produced by Jones & Co.
and others. I do not know that any amount
of Government subsidy will permanently over-
come the diffienlty. We were unfortunate in
Western Australia in that, when Federation
cane about, we had not felt our feet as a
manufacturing State. It is questionable
whether we shall feel onr feet for a long time,
despite the zeal and energy of the Minister
for Industries.

Mr., Troy: We have had hoot factories in
this State,
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Mr. O’LOGHLEN: But owing to the same
conditions we have not been able to hold then,

Mr, Troy: Why?

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: We have not been able
to hold them largely on scconnt of the better
equipment of the older established factories in
the Fastern States, and because, in some cases,
the lower wages and worse conditions, which
have absolutely annihilated our industries
here.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Some of our indus
tries have hell out hecause of the better
quality of goods produced.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T am afraid that quality
has gone by the board of late. It is diffieult
for us to put timber on the market in the
Eastern Btates at anything like the same
priee it can be put on the market from Tas-
mania, Onr standard is comparatively high,
and we want to keep it high rather than go
down to the lower standard of the other
States. If the workers ask for a little ad-
vanee in wages, they are immediately told
that they are not taking a patriotic stand.
There is no State in Australia whieh has steod
still to the same extent as Western Aunstra-
fia. In every industry in the Eastern States
the employees have secured an increase to
compensate for the higher cost of living. The
Minister for Industries a fow days ago made
a4 suggestion regarding the establishment of
woollen mills, I brought under the notice of
the Government the best site for such a mill
My constituents, for the time being, in Collie
. pointed out that they had all the natural ad-
vautages which would lend sgueeess to the
venture, T suppose the matter is largely in
the clouds at- present. I notice from the
Minister’s ohservations in the paper this
morning—and they are significant—that even
if he was prepared to laench out in woollen
mills to-day, the machinery conld not be se-
cured.  Machinery ean be obtained for Japan
hut not for Australia. T put this to the mem-
ber for Perth (Mr. Pilkington). Tt will not
he long before we in Australia awaken to
the fact that 3t 1s diffienlt for us to hold any
industry.

The Attorney General:
will be made in Japan.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I know that many com-
modities in daily unse in Australia will be put
on the market by means of labour which has
¢ost 2d. a day, against which our Anstralian
workers cannot possibly compete. Twenty
years ago Japan was an insiganifieant country
and comparatively unknown in the induastrial
world, but sinee that time she has been copy-
ing Western methods and sat at the foot of
the Western World, so to speak., To-day
Japan is equipped industrially and in this
awful confiict, which is deluging FEurope,
there has been no sacrifice of man power from
that country. She is conserving her man-
power and building factories, and making a
bid for the world’s trade. She is practically
in control of the Pacific, and if our states-
men could tell the public what they know,
they would awaken to the serionsness of the
position, At all evenis that would he a good
thing for the people of Australia to know.
Ounr friends to-day may be ouwr foes to-
morrow.  That Eastern nation has nothing

And Jones® jams
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in common with us, in ideals or in any other
way, and if they do not come in as u belli-
gerent power, they can, by a peaceful pene-
tration, eripple our industries unless the
tariff wall, which is objected to Ly the mem-
ber for Perth, is raised a little higher.

Hon. P. Collier: You will be getting ¢ Han-
rard?’ raided for a remark like that.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: There is nothing ob-
jectionable in those remarks.

Hon. P. Collier: The authorities will
allow them. °

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The Federal Govera-
ment for the last two years, if not reluctant
to do so, have, at all events, been prevented
from making any alteration in the.tariff. I
put it to the Minister for Industries, who is
starting industries here, that unless there is
some shelter and protection given for the
goods manufactured in Australia, the exist-
ence of many of our industries will be threat-
encd. Tt is impossible for us to successfully
compete against a country which has no par-
ticular standard of wages, or any standard
of living as we underatand it.

Mr, Troy: Can we not effect changes in
the Federal Parliament?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We are hopeful that
the Jederal Government will come to the res-
cue of Western Australian finances and give
us a good agreement, My opinion is that
they will take what we are getting now,.
T do not think there is any hope of gething
better concessions. T am prepared to hope
that the Federal Government will stand up
for the interests of Awustralian factories and

not

industries when the crisis comes. It is re-
markable that Japan should be capturing
the trade in Australin that Germauny had
previonsly.

Mr. Troy: And which Britain had pre-
vionusly.

Hon. P. Collier: She is opening banks with
capital from the Fastern States.

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: We hear a lot about
the visits of commereial men to Australia. I
do not strongly object to the presemce of a
few pack men, but I do object to seeing com-
moditics brought into Awustralian homes to
the detriment of those who are employed in
Anstralian industries, and every one knows
that, in the building up of the Commonwealth,
this is going to be a big problem. To over-
eome that to a certain extent the Minister
for Industries is about to launch out in the
ghip-building trade. I have no particular ob-
jection to that. We have built wooden ships
in the past and there is no reason why we
should not do so again, Objection has been
taken to private individuals being fortified
with Government money, and, if a profit is
made, to the faet that it is going to be made
largely on the expenditure of £30,000 of
Government money. If we get the industry
I suppose we can overlook that. I object to
the method by which the Federal Government
are controlling this partienlar contract. Mr.
Hughes has drawn up a hard and fast agree-
ment, an nnalterable one, in which he pro-
vides for certain conditions which will not be
aceepted to-day by many of the skilled
trades. The agreement provides for the dilu-
tion of labour and piece work, and contains
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many ofher provisions which are foreign to
our various agreements and arbitration
awards, instead of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment allowing the company to do the
negotiating. That company got a higher price
for the building of those ships on the ground
that the wages were higher and the conditions
better in Western Australia. That was the ar-
gument advanced for the higher price. Had
the employees of the various trades been
allowed to negotiate with the company,
everything would have been* satisfactorily
fixed up. T do not know why the Prime Min-
jster’s department should send a man speci-
ally over here, who was not well equipped for
the mission, with the objeet of trying to get
the men to sign the new agreement, and to
set up one body of workers against another.
The whole arrangement could have been sat-
isfactorily made with the employers here,
and T am hopeful that it will be fixed before
long. T wish sucecess to the venture. To a
great extent we have the materials here, but
T understand the cost will be slightly added
to through the importation of a great deal of
the machinery required. Judging by the
suceess attending wupon the despateh of
wooden ships from America to Australia, this
ship-bunilding site should become a permanent
one. Wooden ships have gone to the Eastern
States recently from San Francisco, and have
carried the goods at a remarkably low rate.
Ome ship recently made a record trip for that
type of vessel, and the indications are that
the industry in this State will become a per-
manent one. Reference has heen made to the
open door of the Farmers and Settlers’ Asso-
ciation, The leader of the Opposition said he
believed them to be an unsophisticated lot.
The open door is all right in its way. Many
things happened at a conference which it is,
perhaps, unwise for the pnblic to know abount.
T am not ashamed of anything I have ever
done at any conference I have attended.
There is some distinetion between the Labonr
confersnce and the Asgociation conference.
The conference, which was referred to as
having been held behind closed doors, was
50 held becanse we have a hostile Press
against us. Three of our members, including
the leader of the Opposition, were fined, the
fine in the case of the leader of the Opposi-
tion being £25, for saying something. We
had not this £25 to pay and have to be very
careful,

- ‘Mr, Teesdale: You admit you Were saying
things? .

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We have to say some
things, and it would be wise if the Prime
Minister would allow the people of Australia
to say a little more. It would certainly lead
to a better position in Australia.

Mr. Munsie: We do not admit that any-
thing the leader of the Opposition said justi-
fied this fine.

Mr. Teesdale: You do not agree, surely, with
what the Queensland Minister for Justice
said?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I do not say that T
agree with this man or with that man. At
times it is pecessary for people to discuss
delicate questions,

LASSEMBLY.)]

Ton. W. C. Angwin: The doors were not
closed to rvepresentatives only,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: They wete open to sup-
porters of the movement and others who were
interested. The Employcrs’ Federation will
not allow us into their weetings to find oug
their plans. It would be remarkable if they
did. What surprises me is that those men
who at one time were with the Labour party,
have raigsed the most objection. They knew,
with their experience of industrial and poli-
tical history in Australia, that it is never
wise to let the opposition Press get hold of
all one’s plans and proposals. I read in a
Kalgoorlie paper the other day that the mem-
ber for Guildford (Mr. Davies) said that we
met in the Savoy hotel because Mr. Ryan
refused to sit anywhere else than in a good
hotel. What is it? I have the newspaper
outting dealing with the subject. Mr. Ryan
had nothing to do with the arrangement. At
some gatherings the open door may be all
right, but I helieve there arc times in the his-
tory of every party and every movement
when it is not wise that the whole of the
plans and discussions should be made public.
However, each party can take the responsi-
bility for themselves. The Forestry Bill out-
lined by the Minister for Industries has been
wanted for many years past. On that sub-
ject 1 desire merely to express the same opin-
ion as the member for Sussex has uttered,
that if certain of the ideas which Mr. Luane-
Poole advocates ave given effect in that Bill,
it will meet with strenuous opposition. Mr.
liane-Poole is a very capable man and highly
efficient in his calling, but be is not yet ae-
climatised here. Sunbject to the elimination
of the provisions I have in view, the Bill
may get a fairly easy passage. 1 do not
make that remark by way of a threat, but I
speak from my knowledge of what the con-
servative thinks about the hewing of timber,
and T speak as one representing 2,000 timber
hewers, 1,500 of whom have left the industry
in order to go to the Front. They will want
to take up the broad axe again on their re-
tura. The broad axe represents their only
calling; they will not work for a boss; they
will not work for wages; and those hewers
have as mueh right to resume their calling
of tihiber hewing as a lawyer has to follow
his particnlar profession. If any sueh at-
tempt is made in the Bill—and T understand
the attempt is to be made—it will meet with
strenuous opposition from some of ws. In
other respects, T believe the Bill will be
fought by some of the timber companies.
The measure means another drain on
the Treasury, but the nultimate benefits
to be secured from the timber industry will
justify the expenditure, especially in view
of the fact that for the past 25 years the
whole of the money derived from the industry
has gone inte revenue, not a penny of it being
put back into the forests. I have spoken so
often on this subject that I need not dwell on
it now. I wish to say s few words on the price
fixing boards of the Federal and Btate Gov-
ernmentd, partly because it seems to delight
certain members whenever those bodies are
mentioned in this House. If ever there was a
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time in the history of Western Australia when
there should be some authority te fix the prices
of eommodities, that time is now. In times of
war and stress some of the worst passions of
human nature, rapacity and greed and extor-
tion, come to the surface. It is an umhappy
truth that some men arc to-day making profits
higger than any ever made by them in normal
times. The Federal and the States Govern-
ments deeided that profiteering must end. 1
am glad to say that the Scaddan Government
were the first Government in the British Em-
pire to establish an authority for fixing prieces.
The Seaddan Government’s board did not fix
many prices, but the very fact of the existence
of that board was a sort of policeman to the
importers and merchants and traders; and the
position was entirely satisfactory during the
whole of the period the board existed. When
another place refused to sanction the re-ap-
pointment of the members of that hoard, prices
of goods in Western Australia went up. There
is no denying the faet that to-day they are

still high,

Mr. Teesdale: They are the lowest in Aus-
tralia.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I can take the hon.

mentber to dozens of Perth establishments
where traders are putting wp prices, with no
authority to curb them. I know of an instance
in which, only a couple of weeks ago, a saw
which had been five months in stock, jumped
5s. in three days. Axe handles are now costing
3s. Gd. each. Wus ever such a price known in
the history of the timber industry before? It
is impossible for workmen who have fo buy
their tools to obtain them to-day.

Hon, P. Collier: What about starting the
indusiry of making axe handles?

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: Axe handles are al-
ready being made on the goldfields, I believe.
Axe handles may be only a small item, but the
item is one which has caused the stoppage of
work, because men are not able to carn soffi-
cient to-day at the rates fixed years ago, to
provide for the ecost of the tools with which
to ply their ealling. It is the same thing on
almost every hand. If one goes into a store
to-day, one finds not only the quality alto-
gether gome but the article inereased in price.
The member for Roebourne knows it, and
every man who moves about the country knows
it.

Mr. Teesdale:
foodstufTa,

My, O'LOGHLEN: It applies also to
drapery, aud to the various commodities of
daily household use. Prices have risen beyond
. all reason. If a price fixing commission were
appointed, and were given a free hand, and
allowed to publish the whole of the evidence
they took, we would have some history. But
what happened in the case of the price fixing
board here? Before the traders would give evi-
dence they had to be given a pledge that the
evidence to be submitted by them would not
be published. The result is that the evidence
is on record to-day, but that nome of uws know
what it is, All we know is that the employers,
or' the Government representatives, sent in a
report recommending the shutting down of the
Commission, No commission are in existence
now. The Tederal Parliament is in a similar
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I know that it applies to

quandary. A commission reported on the prii
of meat. The commission econsisted of thr
men, not one of them a Labour man, but eac
of them an expert in his particnlar line. The
put up a report stating that the working peop!
of Australia were not getting sufficient nutr
ment owing to short supplies and high pried
of meat, Mr. Hughes took no action, but 1
met the stock raisers, who put up what the
termed fresh cvidence. That evidence wag T
ferred to the coiminission, and the ecommissiol
with greater emphasis than on the previol
oceasion, submitted that the stock raisers mu
lower their prices. Mr. Maesey Green fixe
the prices of meat prior to meeting any dep:
tation of stock growers. However, seven speci:
traing hrought the stock growers to the Fei
eral Parliament House; and although the M
ister said he would not see all the stock grower
in attendance, but only their spokesmen, the
all erowded the Queen’s Hall and made such
row that the president of the Senate said tht
never again would a deputation be admitte
into the Queen’s Hall, Seven special trains
I wonder how many speeial trains wonld 1
needed to bring the suffering eonsumers im
the city., When the consumers did make 2
effort to protest, they were not admitted ini
the Queen’s Hall, but had to stand in ti
rain in the streets of Melbourne.

Mr. Green: And the police were turned ¢
the women,

Mr. Troy: The women were put in gaol,

Mr, O’'LOGHLEN: The result was that th
Minisier fixed the prices of meat higher tha
those ruling in this State. And yet that ws
not satisfactory to the stock raisers, The
have gone on a kind of sympathetic strik
and have refused to send their stoek to marke
Mr. Massey Green is in a terrible predicamen
because he represents a stock growing distrie
As soon as he gave his decision, his constits
ents approached the three State members {
sce whether they would stand at the next Fe
cral election in opposition to Mr, Masse
Green. Those constituents of Mr. Green
practically said to him, ‘“Agree to our term
or off goes your political head at the fin
opportunity.””  Mr. Massey Green does n¢
want to lose his head any more than does t}
member for Roebourne.

Mr. Teesdale: Massey Green
firm.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Magsey Creen got siel
and went away. IHe may have been sick, The
was eunough in the business to make him siel
But the consumers have not obtained mue
relief.

Mr, Munsie: None,

Hon. P, Collier: There is a genuine shortag
of stoek, though, The stock raisers are n¢
holding back supplies deliberately. Mr, Jower
says not, anyway.

Mr. Q'LOGHLEN: Knibbs’s figures sho
there are more sheep and cattle now in Auw
tralia than there were in 1914, Mr, Jowett -
one of the men contrelling the Federal Gover
ment. | regret the composition of the Feder:
Governnient just as much as 1 regret the con
position of our State Governments. Each «
these Governments contain so many diseorda
clements that continuity of policy is impo
sible. Mr. Jowett controls hig business; an

is standin
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Mr, Jowett, in common with the representa-
Vives of other firms, was largely instrumeutal
in putting into power the Government of which
Mr. Massey Green is a member, We on this
side are said to have bowed down to a junto.
I say there never was the pressure applied by
8 big controlling interest in Australia, an in-
terest unsympathetic towards the people whe
are having a desperate struggle to live. It
might be said that price fixing has from ita
very inception been a farce.

Mr. Munsie: It is a faree still,

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: In England they are
depling effectively with the persons who force
up prices to an inordinate extent; but in Aus-
tralia, I do not know for what reason—it may
be due to the fact that sueh rpersons have
friends—while we see an attempt made, no
actual relief is given by the Federal authori-
ties. Here in Western Australia no action at
all is taken. I understand that the Common-
wealth Price Fixing Commissioner here has
sent reports from time to time to the Federal
Government, without any action resulting.
What is the positioni Are we to expect the
people to remain quiet indefinitely?

Hon. P. Collier: Billy is away teaching them
in England.

Mr, O'LOGHEEN: I do not know that he
will make mueh progress there. There has been
s _remarkable change of front on the part of
Mr. Hoghes with regard to the fiseal question.
A few years ago, when I was trying to get a
grip of that question, I remember reading the
most magnificent speeches delivered by Mr.
Max Hirgeh and Mr. Hughes, who were then
touring Vietoria and New South Wales in the
frestrade interest.

Mr, Teesdale: Hirsch was a German,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Mr, Hughes is now at
home telling the people of the old country to
discard all their former principles, and adopt
an entirely different fiscal policy. I do not
think he is likely to suceeed. In my opinion, it
is quite consistent for a man in England to
be & rabid freetrader, and for the same man
to be a protectionist in a young country which
needs the shelter of a tariff in order to estab-
lish industries. From my point of view, that
is logical and fair reasoning. Mr. Hughes
many years ago was prominent on the (free-
trade question; to-day he finds himgelf in a
little difficulty in the old country. Whilst our
Government are at their wit’s end te find
money, the Commonwealth apparently can find
sufficient money to send pelitical ambassadors,
commercial agents, and scientists of all de-
seriptions to various parts of the world.

Hon, P. Collier: And political bounders.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The Commonwealth ean
even find money to pay Mr. Hughes’s costs of
the Merton libel action. It is a most remark-
able thing that the people of Australia should
have to pay for the utterances of a politician
when those utterances were made outside the
Australian House of Parliament.

Mr. Teesdale: We do not regret paying to
down those swine, anyhow.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hon. member may
call the firm of Merton swine. T do not know
anything about them. Buot Mr. Tloyd George
evidently does not cousider them swine, or he
would not have given them Government con-
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tracts. The interjection of the member for
Racbourne is offensive to Mr. Lloyd George.

Mr. Teesdale: We know about them.

Hon. P. Collier: Is Lloyd George a pro.
German®

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I hope that the Com.
mouwealth, if they have so mueh money to
throw nway, may think fit to show our un-
fortunate Treasurer and his Minigters a little
more generosity in the future. The leader
of the Opposition referred to the repatria-
tien of returncd soldiers, and the figures
given by the Premier indieate that we in
Western Australin are making less headway
than the people of any other State in this
matter. I realise that only a small percent-
age of rcturned men will want to go on the
land, Tven those who have been on the
land before will have heen unsettled by the
exeitement of a couple of years of war. To
get them to take to rural occupations will be
an extremely diffieult task. One of the big-
gest probelms facing ns is the fact that ow-
ing to the attractions of the cities before
the war, and their enhanced attractions since
the war, the urban arcas have been and are
becoming congested and the rural areas be-
voming depleted, A recent report of Knibbs
shows a drift in Vietoria from the ecountry
to the towns which is truly alarming.

Mr, Maley: But you do nunot believe
Knibhs?

Mr., O’LOGHLEN: I do on that matter,
and on others, But Knibbs iz not in a po-
sition tu get the particulars obtainable to-
morrow in the city of Perth by anyone wish-
ing to ascertain the facts. .

Mr. Munsie: According to Knibbs, ona
can rent a foar-roomed house in Perth
for 11s. Neither Knibbs nor anyone else can
do that,

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: Knibbs is not in a
position to obtain the cost of commodities ac-
curgtely here in Perth, or say at Gerald-
ton, or say in Brisbane. But he should be in
a position to give the vital statistics of the
city of Melhourne and of the country of Vie-
toria. Wa know the same thing operates
here to-day in Western Aunstralia: Perth is
bloated, Perth is living on the country, That
cannot go on for too long. No Btate can
stand it. What are the Government doing
to make the country more attractive than it
is. 'The problem is a big one and an old one,
They solved it in the Eastern countries by
providing free picture shows for the native
employees on the mines. In that case Ma-
homet would not go te the mountain s0 they
had to tnke the mountain to Mahomet. T
am not suggesting that the Government
should start picture shows; they are a pie-
ture show enough in themselves, but they
must liberalise the conditions of country
life by providing more liberal railway fares
or concessions for those who are on the land.
That is the only way by whiech we can in-
duce people to remain in the country, The
position to.day is that we seem to be going
about things in a most inconsistent fashion.
It was mentioned here last night that our
Agent General is endeavouring to get 235,000
ex service men to come here. God knows
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what will happen to them if they do come get settlers for them. Yet, the Premier sajye
here. In many instances men have been go- that we will be obliged fo buy more estates
ing to Harvey to look at the blocks there, I eclaim that the Avondale estate is as good a
and they havé gone at their own expense, any in Western Australiz, and having spent
too, They wanted the blocks but the con- half a million in repurchasing 25 estates with
ditions were such that they could not get out heing able to get settlers for them, if the
them unless they took up in addition sim- Government persist in buying more eatates, the
ilarly sized areas a mile and a half away. poliey should not be endorsed by the House.
The men pointed ount that they werc not Mr. Maley: They will buy them at a fal
physically fit to clear forest Jand, but that price,

they could make a living on cleared blocks, Mr. O'LOGHLEN: If the Government wanf
and when they found that they were obliged to buy cstates, we must not let the Agent Gen
to take the uncleared land a mile and a half eral make a fool of himself in England by
away, they gave up the iden of settlement Jooking for 25,000 men.

in disgust. It appears that at Iarvey now Hon, W, ¢, Angwin: He is aeting under in
the Government have authorised the expendi-  structiona.

ture of a sum of money to drain the country Mr. OQ'LOGHLEN: It is putting the Agent
before soldiers can be seftled on it. The General in a false position, because he iz in
Avondale and Yandanooka estates were lucing people to come out here at the rate of

bought at a big price. 25000 annually and telling them that we have
Hon, P. Collier: We were not to blame willions of acres of land available for settle
for Avondale. ment. On the other hand we have the Premier

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: No, but I take my announcing that he proposes to buy more es
share of the responsibility for the Yandanooka tates. Ia it the intention of the Government
purchagse because I did not enter a protest. to buy morg estates?

The Avondale estate was bought from a Lib- Hon, P, Collier; It is in the policy speech.

.eral member of thiz House for £50,000 at a Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I thought it might have

time when there was a mild lend boom. Now crept in to the policy apeech without serious
the Government will have to eut o great deal consideration. T canuot conceive that the
of their loss if they want this property settled. Government would attempt to do it. The
Mr. Troy: What is it being offered at now? Premier took charge of this department him.
Mr. O’'LOGELEN: Four pounds an acre, self and he has not been able to get settlers

Mr. Troy: If Avondale is net worth £4 an for Avondale at the price fited. It has not
aere, other land is not worth 10s. even been possible to get settlers for Yanda

. nooka.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hon. memher will The Premier: Oh yes, it has nearly all been

rurely agree that the Avondale estate was mot 4 .. np

worth the money paid for it. TIn the district Mr. O'LOGHLEN: What is the area of
where I was born in South Australia 15 farms v, uo. 00009 ’

were lately bought by the Government of that ‘M'l' Maley: It is 140,000 acres

State at an average price of £7 53, per acre, Ho.n. P. E S Wi]hx,wtt (Hm;ora,ry Minis-
and every settler was desperately anxions to ter): And of thélt 90,000 is pastoral lease
sell his property to the Government. When a e Premier: The’ survey work hae l;nl
farmer is anxious to go off his property, that ,-“,s;t heen compieted 7
is not 2 good time for a soldier to come in. " g, P TS Willmott (Honorary Minis.
It seems to me paradoxical that the Govern- ... wou)q you settle returned soldiers on
ment should be purchasing farms and advertis- poor sand-plain country? We have to provide
ing at the same time in the ‘‘British Anstra- .40 and huild houses

tasian’’ that millions of acres of Crown lands Mr. O'LOGHLEN: -We realise that these
are available for settlement. Why tell the .o iations have to be made. What is the
BritishlpubEe that we have nall this conntry price being asked for this 1and?

available when we know that veturned men .

eannot gcll‘i blocks that they have any hope of fofdi];,- Maley: They wanted £4 10s. an acre
making n living on. Tt seems to me that there . : —
should be a live spirit behind the Government teg ('m.T]'f; ;:?Ei-ces-}mzv%)]cla::)o'fedglzc{:; orary Minis
to chllﬂillt them Of the circumstances. A M'l'. O’LOGHTJF'N' NOt one M'inister knows
numher of matters have been disenssed hy 'p-rica. Tf theJGo.vernment are making pro-
other speakers am.‘l T have no idea as t0 MW  oyece in the direction of gettling men at Yan-
long the debate will last. T only desire to say  Jonooka, T am particuiarly pleased

that the policy outlined by the Government Hon. P. Colliar: Surprised. .

will have my strongest eondemnation so far as Mr. O’LOGHLEN: T am surprised, and as
. : . -

it applies to the re-purchase of estates. The :
member for Snssex (Mr, Pickering) said that f\(')illllmil)(;do%;'iggfl iggﬁﬁ;h]z;; hat the Government

this policy would have his approval if the ,

Gover};m_ent purchased estates I)in elose prox- , Hon. P. Collier: And at the same time tol-
imity to railway lines for the settlement of re- lm,t.r._ people that we have milliona of acres
turnad soldiers. If the Government jn their 1WRiting settlement.

financial plight attempt to repurchase more Mr. O'LOGHLEN: You cannot tell me that
estates, they will deserve the severest condem- the Yandanooka and Avondale estates have all
nation at the hands of the Honse, We have A been disposed of, We also have 780 aban-
spent half a million in buying 25 estates and | foned farms.

we have hawked those estates from one end o Mr, Maley: Returned seoldiers will want Im-
the country to the other without being able t proved properties.
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. Mr. O’LOGHLEN: That may he all right
in some cases,

Mr. Maley: In all cases.

- ‘Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Surely we have enough
‘Tand without buying any more.

Hon, F. E. 8, Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): We will want railways and money to
build them,

‘Mr. O’LOGHLEN : What is to become of the
700 or 800 abandoned farms? If we are to
repurchase more estates, does that not mean
that we have no land available?

Mr. Troy: There is land avalable along
exigting railway lines, too.

‘Mr. OQ'LOGHLEN: Everyone will want to
gell land for the ssttlement of returned sol-
diers. I have had letters on this subject and
I have replied stating that I did wot think
there was any possible hope ol the Govern-
ment purchasing any more land.

}\rlr. Davigs: All are offering land at a low
price.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Of course they are
anxious to get rid of it., There are hon. mem-
bers here who, counld they get three parts of
the money they have put into their holdings
in this State, would be the happiest men in
Western Australia to-day. There will be ample
-opportunity to further discuss this matter as
the Estimates come down and as the Govern-
ment policy is developed. I merely want to
oxpress the opinion now that unless Ministers
get together and endeavour to improve the
financial position, the outlook for us will be
o sorry one. Some of our best citizens are
leaving the State.

. Mr. Maley: It iz no use erying stinking
sh.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It ig no use burying our
heads in the sand or shutting our eyes to the
real position. Dozens of good citizens are leav-
ing this State and going to Queensland, New
South Wales and Vietoria where there is pros-
perity—it may be artificial prosperity, but it
is there. All this is bad for Western Australia.
As the member for Perth poinfed out, there is
a-home in this State for all. Those who are
leaving Western Australia are leaving it for
good and we do not want that to happen, There
is no reason why the Eastern States should
be bloated with prosperity. I think that the
eonditions here will eventually be better than
those existing in the Eastern States. Of course
it is wseless saying that the whole of the pros-
perity in the East is dwe to military expendi-
ture, because we have to remember the new
industries which are Jaunching ont, industries
such as the manufacture of steel by the Broken
i1l Proprietary Company.

Mr. Munsie: They are engaged on war work.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: They have not put up
works of that magnitnde solely for the period
of the war

Mr. Maley: Bunt the war established them.

Mr. Troy: The works were heing established
hefore the war.

Mr, (WLOGHLEN: The war has brought
abont these works but they will continue after
the war is over, as long as development goes
ahead in Australia. And if one goes to the
Tinstern States to-day one cannot help being
struck by the remarkable contrast between the
East and the West. I say the expenditure in
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the Bast is not all military wmoney, It is
largely due to the faet that they have a bigger
variety of industries, that they have been es-
tablished so much longer than have we, In
consequence everything there seems to be flour-
ishing. 1 agree wil the member for Gascoyne
that onr handicaps are not all of our own mak-
ing. We federated too soon, except perhaps
from the point of view of defence. 1In this
reapect it was a good thing, but from the point
of view of our wmaterial prosperity we have
been dragging very sadly since Federatiom.
Cur Eastern competitors have the advantage
of us, and we can only do the best we can with
the material available, Minigters will have to
recognise the importance of establishing indus-
trieg and developing to the fullest extent what
resources we have. And they must realise at
the same time that we are in a pretty sorry
plight financially and will have to rely on our-
selves to get out of it to save the Commonwealth
taking us over. I fully appreciate the difficulty.
When you give an individual power he becomes
an autocrat, and when yom give power f{o a
group of individuals they become intolerant.
Cur representatives in the Federal Parliament
apparently do not realise our troubles. Per-
haps it is that they are too far away from ns,
that it is due to their environment. I would
not like to see all the power concentrated, but
T recognise that unless some proposal is forth-
coming to get us out of our financial difficulties,
there is no alternative to it.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon, R. T.
Rolinson—Canning) [4.37: T have to thank
the member for Forrest for the kindly way
in which he has referred to any efforts T have
put forward in the Tndustries Department.
T regret that T cannot thank other members
for having taken the same broad outlook as
the member for Forrest has done. Of some
people it is experted that their superior edu-
eation and training and the high position
they oceupy should enable them to take in all
that thev see, and more beyond, but T am
afraid that the memher for Perth (Mr, Pil-
kington) when he looks heyond that which
he can see close at hand has to put up the
telescope; but he always looks throngh the
wrong cnd, and 8o the objeet which he is
viewing becomes smaller and smaller. No
one that T know has suggested that as soon
as the war ig over normal times will return
immediately. Tt would be a very stupid thing
to say, But what we do say is that when
the war is over narmal times will start to
come round again; he who can say when they
will have completed their return is wiser
than any amongst us, Tt may take years; in-
deed. normal times, nz we bave known them,
may never return. T remember that in May
lagt T told hon. members that omne of the
greatest factors in the deficit was the failure
of the TRailway Department, During this
vear the railwavs willi reeeive by way of
revenne £400,000 less than they received in
143, This is mainly made up of the carriage
of timber and wheat nnd products that we
sent to other places, timber alone represent-
ing £220,000 odd. Tt surely requires mo argu-
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ment of mine to couvinee hon. members that
as soon as ghips are free, one by one they
will be getting into commission again and we
shall be able to resume, in small degree at
first, but gradually to the full, our export of
timber. As soon as we can do that the rail-
ways will earry it, and that great factor in
our defieit will have been climinated.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You did not say that
in 1916.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Perhaps T
wns not aware of it then, Certainly the
older T get the more I see T ean lsarn. Fol-
lowing on that, the balange of the deficit ig
made up of that which we have to pay by
way of interest and sinking fund for the
money which has heen spent, an inereased
amount of £450,000. Those two items make
up the deficit, Hon. members opposite will
say, ‘“You should not take into account the
interest, but only the sinking fund.’* TIf we
do that T venture to say that the shortage of
revenne in the railways and the sinking fund
itself in round figures amounts to our deficit.
How are we going to get over this diffieulty?
Although I occupy the position of Minister
for Industries T give place to no man in my
desire to see the primary industries of West-
ern  Australia progress. To our gold, our
wool, our wheat, ocor timber, our coal, our
pearlshell and the like there is mo question
whatever we owe our very existence, Without
those primary industries there conld be no
‘Western Australia at all as an inhabited
country. In fact to gold itself we owe the
start Western Australia made on the road to
prosperity, and it may be to gold, or to oil,
or to another mineral that we may owe our
re-entrance on that same road. T further
agree with the hon. memher opposite who re-
ferred to our gold-mining industry that the
attention of the Government should be
given, and T believe is being given by the
present Minister for Mines, to further that
to its fullest extent, to make the conditions
attractive, to help men in their endeavour to
find the geld and so make a turn in the tide
of gold production. Our wheat ia progressing
satisfactorily. If the season turnas out as
anticipated we shall have a very good har-
vest. Our wool could not be better. Western
Australian sheep and wool are growing well
and we are getting rich in that direction.
Timber, of course, cannot he touched until
the war is over. Coal also is held up, partly
on account of the war and partly from other
causcs. But these primary industries of ours
must in the first instance he fostered in the
most sympathetic way, hecanse we are en-
tirely dependant on them. Many a man says,
‘“What a huge public debt you have. T.ook
at the amount per head of the population it
represents.’’ Double the population and the
debt per head would be halved. But we can-
not double the population without finding
wnrk for the newcomers. How is it to be
done? T can see no better way of finding
work for increased population than by estab-
lishing secondary industries and making all
those products which we now receive from
other countries, At no time in the history of
Western Anstralin were we given a clearer

113

insight as to what was holding us back than
when a strike took place in the Eastern
States, in consequence of which shipping was
held up, We ther found that almost every-
thing we used eame from Vietoria and New
South Wales, and we became aware that we
were importing over £4,000,000 worth of
goods per annum, most of which could be
easily and profitably produced in Western
Australia, The member for Perth has said
that the only cure for our ills is violent re-
trenchment and intense taxation. I am sug-
gesting for our ills a cure which leads us on
the path to prosperity. I am suggesting that
we should make in this country many things
that we import from other countries, Some
pecple have been good enough to say that T
am on the right lines. At all events I be-
lieve I am on the right lines, and T am going
right along those lines until Parliament stops
me. The member for Perth has said that he
looks on the Industries Department with the
utmost disrespect, that the industries T am
seeking to establish are twopenny-halfpenny
industries and silly industries. The indus-
tries T am seeking to establish, and which
are referred to in this seathing way by the
member for Perth include that of ship-
building. That has been referred to so mmeh
by the member for Forrest that I need not
worry the House with it again. It will be
an  aceomplished faet, I hope, in the
course of a few days. But T want to say
that whilst many people stand aloof and de-
clare that it will be a failure—and T almost
think that the wish is father to the thought
with them, that those people would be glad
to see it & failure—T have received encour-
agement in this regard not only from
political supporters but from gentlemén poli-
tically opposed to me, and I d¢ not know
anyhody whose opinion is worth having who
does not think that the establishment of a
shipbuilding industry here is a good thing.
We have been accustomed in the old days to
sailing ships or steamers. The tramp steamer
caine across the ocean with its staff of offi-
cers and crew and many firemen. Many of
the new auxiliary sailing ships have al-
ready been constructed to the order of the
Commonwealth Government and have come
down from the United States or from Can-
ada. My friend the Treasurer was able to
tell me he had seen one. I waa unfortunate
enough to wiss it when I was in Melbourne.
Mr. Law not only saw one, but boarded it,
talked to the captain and officers and was
shown over the ship. The ship eame from
Vancouver to Melbourne in 30 days under a
power generated by her 500 h.p. engines. The
consnmption of oil was seven tons n day.
She had 2 erew, all told, including her offi-
cers, of only 14, as many as would have
been in the stoke-hold of an ordinary tramp.
She had a captain, three officers, and three
engineers in the engine room, and the re-
mainder of her company made uwp the orew.
The captain said, if he counld have done away
with his masts, for they were not of wvery
much use to him, he could have got rid of
two or three more of his erew. The ship
travellod at seven or eight knots an hour
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T venture to say there is no better type of
ship for conveying goods, which need not be
moved quickly, than such a type. For con-
veying our wheat and our timber such a type
is highly suitable.  These vessels ean go re-
asonably quickly, but they do not travel at
a speed which means an enormous cohsuimp-
tion of fuel or an inordinate amount of
labour to work them,

Hon. W _C. Angwin: Why go to America
for a type, and why not take the ‘*Kanga.
roof’’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 8he is a
steel vessel, and therefore more expensive to
construet,

Hon. W, . Augwin:
in running.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T am not
so well acquainted with the details of the
“‘Kangaroo,”’ although I am a great ad-
mirer of her, as I am acquainted with the
details regarding these wooden vessels, The
‘‘Kangaroo’’ is made of steel, and cost a ot
nmare money bo construct than these parti-
enlar vessels. If these vessels can be constructed
for that trade, I venture to say they will
not be the last to be constrzcted. Adjacent

8he is cheap enough

countries want our timber and our
flour, and when the war is  over
goods of that deseription can best be

carried in a ship of that class, Of course, all
these things are proved better in actual prac-
tice, and when the ships have been a longer
time afloat and we see how they compare with
the ordinary tramp we shall know hbetter where
we are. The Commouwealth Government, hav-
ing made these ingniries, nre satisfied to go on
with the huilding of these vessels, and we are
forrunate in Western Australia in having an
otder to build six of them. T hope it will mean
that not only shall we build these ships, but
that this will be the beginning of a large and
long lived industry in the port of Fremantle.
Ts that a twopemuny-haifpenny, silly industry?
For a long time past I have been talking ahout
the by-products from our local timbers. In
the days gone by a sawmiller has turned our
trees into what is known as marketable tim-
ber. The hewer has extracted the wealth of
the forest in the form of a solid article. The
memher for Forrest gave us some figures on
the subject to show what has been done. West-
ern Australia has produced something like 25
or 26 million pounds werth of timber. Nothing
so far has been done in regard to the produe-
tion of tannin. We know that we are possessed
in Western Australin of enough tannin with
whieh to supply the whole world. The Eastern
States have not the tanning material, so I am
not afraid of the tannin agents of the Eastern
States coming aleng to compete with us. Two
or three years before war broke out we ex-
ported mallet hark to Germany of a value of
ong aml a half million pounds. That mallet
bark was despised in Australia, but to-day it
s heing used in the factories of the Eastern
Rtates for the production of tanning agents,
whicl are required for leather.

Mr, Munsie: Tt is a great pity they do not
tan some boot leather in Australin.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is im-
proving.
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Mr. Munsie: They are not getting the hides
to tan.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In addition
to that mallet bark there is another tree which
we possess in this State—I refer to the red
gum—whick produces from the gum which
exudeg, known as kino, one of the richest tan-
ning materials in the world. Kine contains no
less than 50 per cent. of active tannin agent,
It hag never heen used much—although many
of our old settlers have made use of it—in the
trade because it is red, and difficult to handle,

Hon. P. Collier: Pass it on to Don.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: With regard
to these two particular produets, and there are
others, we are at present conducting investi-
gations. A leather chemist is heing engaged
in America. He will start his operations here.
He is heing paid for partly by the Common-
wealth Government, and he made a bargain
with them for one year only. When we wers
sending to America to have the engagement
fixed up, the other day along came a telegram
from the Commonwealth Government to say,

‘“‘Make that engagement for three years.’’

That was their responsibility and we shall,
therefore, have that post filled for three years.
Even before this gentleman arrives we may
solve the question. When the expert does ar-
rive and devotes the whole of his time to the
tannin business, T feel sure that we shall es-
tablish in Western Australia the manufacture
of tannins and the export of tannins, which
will go throughout the length and breadth of
the world. Is this a twopenny-halfpenny in-
dustry and a silly industry? I suppose the
hon. member, who looks through the wrong end
of the telescope, will say that it is, but I leave
the matter to the people of this couvntry. An-
other question to which we have devoted a
great deal of attention is that of the estab-
lishment of the alkali industry. At present,
and throughont the period of the war, Aus-
tralia has been importing 40,000 tons per an-
num of soda ash or alkali, as it is called.
Alknli, or soda agh, is used in almost
cvery industry we possess in Western Anus-
tralin. There is no houre that is withont soda
in some form, and there is no indvatry which
van do withont soda. Tn faect, if we took soda
out of Australia three-qnarters of our indus-
tries would he shut up, unless some suhstitute
conld be found which is not now known. At
present our alkali all comes from the OId
Country, No doubt it can he more cheaply -
produced there, and it will cost a great deal
more to produce it in Australia, but the Com-
monwealth Government have now realised that
unless they ean produsce soda ash or alkeli in
Auatralia, we cannot be independent of the out-
side world, as we ought to be in case we were
eut off. The Commonwealth Government have,
therefore, appointed an alkali committee to

investigate the various resources of each
of the Anstralian States with a view
to the establishment of an elkali faec-
tory in that State where it can be

manufretured most economically and to the
greatest commercial advantage. I had the
privilege of meeting the members of the Coun-
¢il of Seience and Industry in Melbourne the
other day, and afterwards the members of the
alkali committee, They had ezamined every
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State in Australia except Western Australia.
I was able to tell them of many of the factors
that we have here that go to make an alkali
industry, and I invited them to come here and
ingpect them. Alkali is produeed from a num-
ber of common substauces which we have here
in great extent. Lime or limestone, salt or
anlt water, fresh water, and coal are reguired.
In order to make a factory that will operate
as a commercial success these elements must
be in cloge proximity to it. The factory itself
must be in close proximity to & port of ship-
ment, whieh in itself must be an ensy distri-
hoting centre, Reports have been raceived and
examinations have been made of every State
in the Conmmonwealth. We have exhibited our
own wures to these men. We have shown them
our coal, our lime, our salt, and the position
where the factory could be placed, and if we
are snecessful in having the works established
here they will cost no less than half a million
of money.

Mr. Pilkington: Have these people
torned down the proposition?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Nothing of
the kind.

Mr. Pilkington: I thought so.

The ATTORNEY GENYERAL: On the con-
trary—T do not know from what souree the
hon. member gets his information-—I had a
telegram from Mr, Grimwade, the chairman of
the eommnittee, about two days agoe, saying that
he had cabled the whole of our Western Aua-
tralian information te London, and asked us to
be good enough to instruet the Agent General
to give certain persons in London information
about Western Australia. The hon, member
would, no doubt, be glad to see the proposition
turned down.

Hon, P. Collier: 0Oh, no.

Mr. Pilkington: I was told it was turned
down, by one of the members who is here.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Conld this
be ecalled a twopenny-halipenny industry or a
gilly industry?

Mr. Pilkington: Is it not entirely a private
enterprise, and, if so, will it not want a sub-
sidy?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt is entirely
a private enterprise. '

Hon. T, Walker: It is not yet established?

Mr. Pilkington: It ecan only be estahlished
if Mr. Hughes carries out his promise to pro-
tect it,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This ia one
of the silly industries to which I am devoting
50 much energy, time, and attention, T do
uot care for the gibes of the hon. gentleman.
T am going to try my level best to pet that in-
dustry established in Western Australin. Tf T
fail, it will be becavse we have not the constitu-
ent parts here, and not for any want of showing
our resources. Will that have any competition
fram Mr, Jones of Tasmania? Tt will want
no subsidy. The people who are interested
in this regquire no assistance from anyona.
There i3 only one factory in England, and that
same factory also conducts operations in
Canade, and largely controls the output
which is used in the whole of the English-
speaking world. If a factory is establighed
here the momney will be found withont any

not.
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Government assistance. Beyond an intelli-
gent courtesy and the placing of the resources
of the country in & proper aspect before these
people, nothing further need be done by the
Government, Nor ia this all, We have been
wasting, if it can be so said, a lot of time
and energy in the establishment of what 1 call
wool scouring, fellmongering and the leather
and textile business. 1t is not far off comple-
tion. Tt is indeed within a measurable dis-
tance of being successfnl, To-day we are
producing more wool each year in Western
Australia, and the thing is growing very
rapidly. That wool is being sold and the
return comes back to our aquatters, It is not,
therefore, an awloward question for me to ask
them, ‘*Will you, Mr. Primary Producer, as-
gist me with the money in establishing-a com-
pany which will turn your primary produets
into a secondary industry for the opening up of
your own country, and for the increase of “the
money to your own pockets?’’ My overtures
have been received very favourably by the
people concerned. We have been negotiating
with a company which is about to be formed
for the establishment of wool scouring works.
At the present time we are sending thousands
of hales of wool to the Eastern States to be
seonred. No one can tell me that the cost
of transit of that wool with GO per cent. of
impurities in it pays the Western Australian
when his wool is scoured and the wool is here,
and sending it away occeupying half the apace,

There is no doubt wool scouring can be estab-
lished and will' be in the near future in West.
ern Australia, Is that a silly Dbusiness; is
that a two-penny half-penny indwstry? I
have been taking a lot of time and spending
a lot of emergy in another direction. TUntil
the other day I noticed that all the tiles on
the houses about Perth in Western Australia
were imported from Marseilles, and even after
the war started there were sueh large stocks
of these tiles here that people cantinuved to
use them despite the high price. T wondered
why these tiles could not be made in West-
ern Australia, and T have taken the time and
trouble to look into the matter. Mr, Simpson
is experimenting with 140 samples of elay,
whicl comes from all parts of Western Aus-
tralin in a special faboratory in Museum-
street. We wore fortunate in picking up a
very skilled man here who had been foreman
in a pottery works in Lancaghire, and he is
nssisting us in our investigations. The result
geuerally is that Mr. Simpsen tells me the
claya of Western Australia are as good as any
that can be found for tile making anywheére,
and for general pottery work. We have been
able by advice and otherwise to asaist many
of those making tiles in Western Australia,
with the result that to-day there is quite a
regpectable tile being turned out by several
companies in Perth, and in the near future
we shall go on improving the business and never
again have the foreign article even from good old
France. TIs that a two-halfpenny, trumpery, silly
business ? I believe the ordinary person will
say it is not a silly business. If we ean help to
establish industries in Weatern Ausatralia that will
find work for our peopls and retain money that
we send to the Eastern States in Western Aus-
tralia it is & good thing for our community. We
shall be more self-reliant and more self-content.
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Hon. W. C. Augwin: Can you tell me why they
cannot make tilos here oven with the high cost of
shipping to compete with New South Wales *

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have told
the tile people that unless they are prepared
and can make a tile at the original cost of the
tiles before the war they cannot compete with
outsiders. If the peoplo here caunot make as
good a tile as Now Sonth Wales hore at a cheaper
rate, we will not go on making tiles, but 1 fecl sure
that an article hike that we have and with the
handieap of the water transit and the handling
ot both onds, as well as the breakages in transit,
while our tile man has only to put his tiles in
a cart and there are no breaks—if we cannot
mazke tiles against New South Wales I have told
our tile men to give up the job. 1 believe our
tile men have enough go in them. They have such
handicaps that they will win. One tile manu-
facturer came t0 mé and said, ‘' What do you
think of this tile.”” I said, ‘It looks quite a
nice tile,”” and I asked, ** All made from Western
Australian clay ?”* He gaid, '“No, I import
the main gonstituents of that clay from Viotoria.”
I zaid, ** That tile i8 ne good to me. Will you
give me three lbs, of the Victorian olay you use
and I will replace it with three lbs. of Western
Australian clay suitable for the purpose 7> The
job has been done., Any people who come along
we are able to give them advice. Is that a silly
business * Answering my friend the member
for Suasex, I do not think he referred to me when
he said he had been told that a bacon factory

. will cost £12,000. The Agricultural Department
contains the experts in connection with bacon
matters and we have to look largely to them,
but when it comes to the establishment of & new
induatry, I take a hand in it even at the risk of
ridicule by certain people in high positions,

Hen. W, C. Angwin: Shall we be able to con-
tinue to make bacon ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Bacon has
been placed on the third priority list. Let me tell
members this. The plan I have had drawn and
prepared from information supplied by those
available in Western Australia, is recognised by
many bacon men aa & very good plan, and this
particular factory will cost £3,500. Although
the country people are told the factory is going
to cost them £3,000 or £4,000 they must remember
that unlesa they are prepared to supply their pigs
and wait for t{eir money until it i3 turned into
bacon, the co-operative companies running tho
factory must be prepared to pay for its bacon if
they turn out 100 a week. A pig say is worth
£2 10s. It tekes 6 weeks to turn the pig into
bacon and & woeks further for credit sales. Con-
sequently a factory of the type I have mentioned
will require £6,000 or £7,000 capital unless the
farmers are willing to say, “ You can have my pigs,
turn them into bacon and then we can get our
monoy.” The bacon curers of Victoria saw that tho
State of Western Australis was waking up. Thoy
said, “ We have been supplying Western Aus-
tralie with £250,000 worth of bacon per year, wo
cannot afford to lose that trade.” What did they
do ? Thoy dropped their price. The long estab-
lishad factories in the Eastern States may crush
our small establishments here, but if we can hold
cut "until the local establishments are going, and
can turn out as good a bacon as thoy can in the
Eastern States, the matter will oqualise itself.
If we are going to be content for all time to eat
Jones's jam and Hutton’s bacon, of conrso, there
is no use for me and there will be very little use
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for the rest of us. We cannot afford to continue
to bo a mere appendage of the State of Vietoria.
I helieve in being uwp and doing. I have also,
probably very foolishly, spent a lot of time and
enafgy in endeavouring to ecstablish hero what is
called & forest products laboratory by which we
can investigate the wealth of the foresta and tell
those engaged in commerce and trade how best to
make use of that which is no use to us now. Resin,
gums, perfumes, tannine-—investigation in any
ecientific way of the goods and products of the
forests. In this regard the Commonwealth Govern-
ment through the council of science and industry,
vory much to my astonishment, listened to the
arguments I put forward and told us that if we
wore prapared to find the land and a certain sum,
say, £6,000 towarda a building, they wenld consider
the proposition to permanently run such an in-
stitution in Western Australia. It must cost
to run such an institution close on £10,000 a year.
All up-to-date countries have similar institutions.
I had thought that the predominating influence of
the Eastern States would have planted such =
laboratory in one of the Eastern capitals, but,
as it proves, they have been very good to us and
recognised that our timber resources are large
and varied, and that we are entitled to have it
here, I have the authority of the director for
saying that the laboratory will be established in
due course. Is that a gilly business, a twopenny-
halfpenny concern ? To the mean with the re-
versed telescope it is; but these things will be
worth millions to the country and, rather than
violent retrenchment and intensive taxation, will
land Western Australia on the straight road to
prosperity. The Government have not been
confining their attention to these matters only,
but have been watching the requirements of the
meat producers, and sometime ago, came to the
concluaion thet there must be established here

* proper, large and efficient freezing works.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That was decided upon
before we went cut of office.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At all events,
what the Government have done has been to get
the advice of & gentleman reputed to be one of the
leading experts in the line in Australia. He has
spent a month in Western Australia and his roport,
I am advised, should be available within the next
fow days.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I hope ho will do better
than previous experts, who have cost this country
a lot of money.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The next thing
is, what is to be dons when that report arrives ?
The Glovernment are determined that there shall
be works of proper dimensions in the proper place.
If this can be carried out by private enterprise,
the Government are propared to let private
enterprise do it, but if private enterprise ia not
willing to come forward the Governmont will do
it themsclves. My efforts towards helping in-
duktries in this State are not everywhere sneered
at. Amongss the men in the Chamber of Manu-
factures, the men who have industries of their
own, many have received my suggestions snd
proposals with acclamation and they are applauding
me and telling me to continue the work. 1 value
the opinion of practicel men rather than the opinion
of the gentloman who looks through the wrong
end of the telescope.  An illustration has been made
of our jam factory. Everybody will edmit that
the cstablishment of a jam factory here, whether
ot Donnybrook, at Perth, or at Fremantle, is o
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difficult undertaking in face of such hnge and well
orgeniged opposition as can be put up by a firm
like Jones & Co. of Tasmania. But are we to
sit down and wring our hands and go in for viclent
retrenchment and intensive taxation, or shall wo
try to see that jam is made in Westorn Australia ?
What is the failure of the local jam ? Why is it
that it has not been successful ? Bocause house-
holds such as that of the member for Perth never
tagte it. I use it in my household and I urge
everybody elsc to use it.

Hon. P. Collier : Let us all eat our way through
jam into prospority.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: And if the
people of Western Australia made up their minds
to patronise the local industries, this jam i3 just
as good as Jones's jam,

Mr. Teesdale: It is better.

Hon, P. Collier: Let us gorge ourselves with
local jem,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, be reason-
able. Tread on the ordinary, common ground
of mortals and eat thoge things produced in Weat-
ern  Australis if as well made and the same
price aa the things which come from the Eastern
States. I understand that in the past there has
been some bad management in conmection with
this company, I am not familiar with the terms
of this concession, but I would like in the next
few days to assist to investigate the affairs of
that company and ses how it can be pulled out
of the mess into which it has got, whether it should
be closed down, or whether there ie any chance
of helping it to success. TUntil one can look at
it from the commercial point of view and investi-
gate ita affnirs, I do not propose to say anything
definite about it.

Mr. Pilkington: It would have boen as well
to investigate the commercial point of view be-
fore lending the money.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Complaint has
been made at the Government not taking any
ateps in connection with the price Axing of moat
and the man appointed by the Federal Govern-
ment in connection therewith. As soon as the
appointment was made by the Federa]l Gevern.
ment this CGovernment immediately took excop:
tion, and not only sent their objections to the
Federal Government, but Ministers interviewed
Federal Ministors and expressed their opinions
in unmeasured terms.

Mr. Troy: What opinions did they express ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That Lange
should never have been appointed.

Hon. P. Collier: Who recommended him ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not know.
Wo did not. Wo condemned him. I have to
thank hon. members opposite, and alse the mem-
bor for Sussex, for kindly reference to the pro-
poged Forests Bill. I will take oceasion, when
introducing tho moasure, to refer to the noble
part played by the leador of the Qpposition in
conneetion with it. That Bill was not conceived
on narrow lines. It ig framed on very broad
lines. We have not conflined oursclves to the
advice of the Consorvator of Foreats, who, it
i3 alleged, i8 not yet acclimatised, but I have
taken the opportunity to get advice from overy
forester in Australin. Weo have not been beyond
talking to the sawmillors themselves and to the
member for Forreat and the leader of the Qpposi-
tion, who understand & great deal about the sub-
ject. We want to produce a Bill founded on
broad lines, to form a continuous forest policy
without which tho forests of Westorn Australia
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would very socn be exterminated. At the risk
of being told by asomebody that axe handles
should be beneath the natice of the Minister for
Industries, let me assure hon. members that atten-
tion has been given to the subject for a leng time
past, because a number of axe handles and tool
handles are used in Western Australia, and we
in the TForestry Department thought that the
production of such handles might be entored
upon as & light occupation hy returned soldiers.
There is now a liktle machine in the Darling
Ranges turning out handles of all patterns, and
handles arc also being mnde in the South-West
and on the goldfields. T am hopeful that in future
West Australians will use their own timber for
the making of axe and tool handles. It will all
depend upon whether the new axe or pick handles
are approved by the men using them. If the men
using them in the mines or in tho forest say that
the handles hurt the hends, or militate againat
the output of work, wo will not meet with much
puccess. At present we are getting good reports
in all dircctions.

Mr. Lambert : I have had reports from experts
who say that the local handle is better then the
imported.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I had no in-
tention of wearying members on the Address.in-
reply debate with & description of the activities
of the Industries Dopartment, but T am of Irish
temperament, and if anybody attacks from

- the supercilious standpoint of the member for

Perth, a matter in which I am engaged, I am pre-
pared to take the fimt opportunity of letting him
have it back. I hope that the opportunity thus
afforded me has given to the House some inform-
ation on this subject which it did not possesa
before. I hope the House will be with me in
the prosecution of theso industries, and, to use a
backneyed phrase, to assist in the hamossing, or,
88 Dr. Gellatly prefers to put it, of the wedding,
of acience to industry.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [6-0]: The member
for Forrost reforred very particularly and pointedly
to the matter of price fixing, and in that connection
he quoted certain lines, including leather. The
member for Sussex spoke on the same subject.
Being as much interested in the industrial side
of the population of Western Australia as in their
agricultural side, I wish to add my word in that
connection. Some little time agoe a resident in
the back country wrote asking me whether the
present retail price of leather did not represent
profiteering. He stated that he had had to pay
for small quantities of leather at tho rate of 5s,
per pound, whilat that leather was supposed to be
sold wholesale at ls, 9d. per pound. He also
instanced the price of brandy, to which reference
has been made by the member for Sussex. So
far as the houscholder is concerned, brandy is
absolutely nccessary in cortain cases of sickness.
I replied to my correspondent that the Govetn-
ment could raise some sort of protest in regard
to this and scores of other matters. As to the
Federal treatment of this State, I do not know
whether hon. members are awarg of the conditions
under which telephone conncctions are made in
the outback districts. If a distant sottler wants
to obtain telophene communication in order to re-
move the isolation of the bush, he has to guarentee
the department against any loss. Hon. members
may be impressed to learn what the Mclbourne
*Aga™ has to say about’ the latest freak of the
Postmaster General, Mr. Webster—
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If there iz any sincerity at all in the Federal
Government's professions of economic policy,
the Federal Treasurer should immediately
take steps t0 Testrain the Postmaster General
from procecding with this costly project for the
creation of luxurious free clubs, which are to
come into existence under the camouflage of
“postal institutes.” A hand-bill just issued,
setting out the * advantages” of these in-
gtitutes, draws attention to the provision of
“ gpacious smoking, lounge, and game rooms,
alsgo a billiard room with a special lounge room
forladies.” Thereis to be anewa room, a reading
room, a library and a gymnasjum, where boxing
and wrestling may be learnt. There will be
a special gymansium for ladies ; in fact members
and their wives and families are to be catered
for in every possible manner, According to
the prospectus they may ‘‘ obtain a wash, clean
towels, boots end brushes, and a brush up.”
Then again there are to be dress-making and
millinery classcs for the wives, sistera and
daughters of members, and in addition an
orchestra, a vocal society and & dramatic club.
All classes in the numerous postal duties are to
be frec t6 members for 59, a year for thoso re-
ceiving less than £146 o year. Who is to pay
for the upkeep of these attractive clubs ? The
Minister will not say (if he knows) what it is to
cost, but since one is to be established in each
capital city, it is obvious that thousands of pounds
must come out of the peoples’ pockets at a time
when they are groaning wnder the burden of
taxation. If the Federal Treasurer cannot
gtop Mr. Webster in his ill-timed and ill-advised
scheme for spending much needed meney, surcly
Parliament will apply the brake and block the
item when it appears in tho estimates.

Hon. P. Collier: Wo have not any of those
things in this State.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That is so. The project
of the Postmaster General ia altogether ill-timed,
and in fact representa a shameful waate of money.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The postal officials are
paying for that institution themselves.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : Will 58, a head pay for this
ingtitution ? Let the hon. member tell me some-
thing a little bit easier. The Federal authorities
have now ingtituted a new underground telephone
gervice. Even in Northam the telephone wires
have been placed underground at great expense.
But if telephone communication ia desired in order
to remove tho isolation of romote centres the set-
tlers have to guarantee that they will make up to
the department say deficiency involved in the
extension. Backing up what has been urged by
various members, I contend that our Govern-
ment can do something by entering a protest.
An hon. memaber sniffa, But certain hon. members
are great advocates of co-operation and organita-
tion. Then why not let the individusl States
co-operate in bringing pressure to bear on Federal
members in order to obtain a measure of justico
for remote districts ? With roference to repatria-
tion and immigration, I heard the Premier say
that he thought the time was not ripe, and that
we should be ill-advised in spending money in
Great Britain just now, to encourage Immigration.
In & broad sense that view of the Promier may be
right. But I do not know that members of this
Chamber are aware that in the huts at the back of
the line to-day Canads is making all sorts of efforts
in a quiet and insidious, peaceful-penetration,
style to impress upon the minds of the soldiers,
who are probably thinking what is to be the solution

[ASSEMBLY.]

of their problem after the war, the advantages of
Canada. Canada is seized with the idea that our
men at the Front have made such & name for
themselves that they have written the name of
Australia not merely on the map but all over the
world. Consequontly the Canadians think that
a great deal more attention is being attracted to
Australia than to Canads. The Canadians there
fore are pushing immigration for all they are
worth in a quiet, systematic, scientific fashion, In
this connection I rogret that more prominence
has not been given to tho report of the Hon. J, D,
Connolly in regard to child immigration, which
was laid on tho Table of this House last session.
Canada has had a monopoly of child immigration,
and hag found it 5o much to her advantage that for
avery child brought into Canada there are six
applicants. Even while the war iz on, Canada is
doing everything possible to induce that form of
immigration.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : But there ave eight millicn
Canadians, and we ate only 300,000 Waestern
Australians.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That is right. I say we
should copy anybody’s good points and utilise
them to our advantage.

Hon, P. Collier : Our trouble is not to get im-
migrants. Cur trouble is to place them after
we have got thom.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : I quite agree with all that.
While the Canadians are preparing for after the
war immigration, we shall be ill advised if we
relax our cfforts altogether. The trouble to-day
is that we cannot keep on the land men who are
there already. We want the rural conditions
made such that people on the land will enjoy
a measure of prosperity and something like decent
social life. ‘Lheir isolation must be removed.
That is why I omphasise the need for telephono
communication to outback districts. The tele-
phone is one of the greatest moans of remcdying
the isolation of the bush. The people in Mel-
bourne should be made to rocognise that fact.
I have porsistently asked the Premier what were
the intentions of the Government as to the form.
ation of a permanent board of agriculture in
accordance with the recommendation of the Agri-
cultural Royal Commission. I have pointed out
that not only ia such a body being asked for in
Western  Australia, but representatives of all
the States at a confercnce of the Federated
Farmers' Organisation held during lest March
passedd & resolution that the present discon-
nected, lack-of-continuity style of carrying on
the agricultural policy of Anustralia wes
wrong, and should be remedied. In that
particular 1 say that a board of agriculture is
necessary in this country. Let hon. members
look a little beyond the city. Therc is need for
a completo reorganisstion of the agricultural
industry. There is no use in talking glibly about
repatriation. How can we say to a returned
soldier “go on the land young men, and you
will mako good™ 7 One cannot say that to-day.
In onc emall portion of my electorate, within a
very short radivs, there are 17 farms, representing
20,000 acres, which have been vacated since the
outbreak of war. What does that proportion
mean for the country at large ? Let hon. mem-
bers ask the Agricultural Bank and the Industries
Asgistanco Board, and they will find that those
institutions have about 700 or 800 vacated farms
on their hands. Indced, vecatod farms are com-
mon throughont the wheat bels. Something
must be done to make the living conditions of
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the man on the land decent and prefitable, and
free from isolation. Moercover, it is cssential
that he should he furnished with decent medical
facilities. Otherwise, instead of our having to
think about getting immigrants to settle on our
lands, we shall have our time and energies
fully oceupied by the task of keeping on the
land those men who are already there. I wish
to cmphasise this matter because T shall not
have an opportunity of speaking here for the
next two or three weeks. Next, with regard to
Saskatchewan and co-operation. There has
been much comment on the Premier’s Moora
speech. My view is that the Premier appreci-
ates the difficulties of the farming population
and realises that through co-operation lies the
farmer’s one way out., The hon. gentlomian
realises that faet as the people of Can-
ada have realised it lomg ago. That
country has in its Agrienltural Depart-
ment a ‘‘Co-operative Organisation Branch,"’
which  encouwrages the co-operative move-
ment among farmers net only by cash
and adviee but hy sending lecturers out
into the country to expound the benefits of co-
opcration, and organise the farmers. The out-
come hag been that, when the handling of wheat
fell into the hands of clevator trnsts, a Royal
Conmuission was appointed to inguire inte the
matter and make rccommendations, with the
result that the Saskatchewan Co-operdtive Ele-
vators Aet was passed, providing that 85 per
eent. of the amount required for the construe-
tion of, say, a country elevator should be pro-
vided by the Government, the farmers finding
15 per cent. eash dewn and undertaking to pay
the other 85 per cent. in 20 annual instalments.
They took a lesson from Manitoba and other
places, and provided that those farmers or
shareholders should have for every 10,000
bushel eapacity in the proposed eclevator, a
crop acreage of 2,000 must be provided to en-
sure the succeess of the elevators financially.
Whereas in 1911 they started with 46 elevators
and handled over 2,000,000 bushels of wheat, in
1915-16 they had 230 ‘elevators handling over
43,000,000 bushels of wheat.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If the Government
would do the same here it would save many
thousands of pounds. ’

Mr, GRIFFITHS: That is what I have in
my mind. I want hon, members to look into
this thing, and before anything irastic is Aone
they will see that a great success has been
made of it in Saskatchewan, T have heard a
good deal said about the rabbit question and
I want to tell the House that it has heen said
by eertain members that so far as wire netting
is concerned, it will not be a business proposi-
tion to use it. T have been told that it will he
a good business proposition, and I have gone to
a Jittle trouble to get information which will
assist me when I arrive at Neweastle and see
what is being done there by the Broken Hill
Proprictary Company. That company T under-
stand is to engage in the mannfaeture of wire
netting from Australian ore, and if I can learn
anything which will be of value to this House
T shall be only too glad to get all the informa-
tion T ean and place it at the disposal of hon.
members. We are a country of primary pro-
dueers. There is a general renaissance going
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on throughout the length and breadfh of the
British Empire and it remains for ns to see
whether we cannot do our little bit in heiping
towards that renaissance. When the war
started we were hopetessly eclipsed but we have:
now awankened. The Attorney General is deserv-
ing of the highest commendation for his efforts
to establish industries, even though they be in
the direetion of the manufacture of grindstones
or tiles., The member for Coolgardie too is to be
eommended for valuahle seicntific information
whieh he has given us at times. He has told us
that kelp which is obtained on our sea shores
has been proved to contain 20 to 25 per cent.
of potash which to-day is retailed at 2s. per
pound, while the wholesale price ia ls. per
pound. Our trouble throughout has Dbeen a
tack of vision. Where there is no vision the
people perish, and if the member for Cool-
gardie can bring scientific knowledge to bear
it will help in the utilisation of these natnral
things whiech we have at our feet. If bhe does
that Le will be deserving of the highest com-
mendation. I did not intend to speak, but as
T am leaving the State for a little while T
thought T would be pardoned for making these
few remarks.
On  motion
journed.

by Mr. Mullany debate ad-

BILL—SUPPLY (£1,431,000).
Returned from the Cowneil withont amend-

ntent.
Honse adjourned at 5.20 pam.

Regislative Council,

Tuesday, 3rd September, 1918,

The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

[For *‘Questions on Notice’' and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘‘Minutes of Proceedings.’’]

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Onr motion by Hon. J. A, GREI(G leave of
absenee for six consceutive sittings granted to
Hon, H. Stewart, on the ground of ill-health.

On motion by Hon. J. E. DODD leave of
absence for the remainder of the session
granted to Hen. J. C. Cornell, on the ground
of absence from Anstralia on military duty.

On motion by Hon. .J. DUFFELL leave of
abscenee granted to Hon. A, J, H. Saw, for
the remainder of the session, on the ground
of absence from the State on active service,

THE MOTION OF WANT OF CONFI-
DENCE AND THE DEBATE ON
ADDRESS-TN-REPLY.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. H.
P. Colebateh—Iast) [4.35]: With your per-
migsion, Mr. Tresident, I should like to men-
tion a matter with regard to the procedure of
the House. Tt is probably within the know-
ledge of hon. members unofficially that an
amendment has been moved to the Address-



