
[ASSEMBLY.]

tegtelattve Eeeemblgv,
Thursday, 29th August, 1918.

The SP9EAKER took the Chair at 11 am.,
and read prayers.

QUESTION-XILNE CREEP, GREAT
BOULDER.

Mr. LUTEY (without notice) asked the
Minister for Mines: Rave the Government
tonic to any decision with regard to thle in-
dependent inquiry it is intended to hold in
connection with the creep in the Great Boul-
der mine9

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: Yes,
tile Government have arranged with the Min-
ister for Mines in New South Wales to permit
of the Chief Mining Inspector of that State
to make an investigation and report upon
the subject. The gentleman appointed is Mr.
.Jaquet, and lie will arrive in Kalgoorlie on
Thursday next and proceed at once with the
investigation.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.
Mr. TEESDALE (Roebourne) (11.71:

After the gas attack by the leader of the
Opposition last evening, 1 ami scarcely pre-
pared to resume the debate on the Address-
in-reply. But, of course, if I knew that
there was to be a bombardment after that
gas attack, I would leave the matter where
it is. If the whole thing were left in my
hands I would cut it all out. The debate on
the Address-in-reply is a positive farce, and
nothing else but a waste of time day after
day. I recently had the opportunity of re-
newing my acquanitance with some of the
Parliaments in other States, and the conleen-
sas of opinion appears to be that thle debate
on the Address-in-reply is always a waste of
time and a scandal, because it amounts to
merely a weary reiteration on the part of
hon. nmmbers. Thme leader of the Opposition
and the Premier, who spoke last night, said
all that it is necessary to say; they covered
positively all the ground and everything ex-
pressed in the Speech, and God knows that is
long enough. I feel that we would make a
name for' ourselves if we abolished this de-
bate on the Address-in-reply, or at any rate
confined it to a speech onl the part of the
leader of the Opposition and a reply from
thle Premier. It would be a splendid idea
to do that, and possibly it would he found
that the other States would emuldate our ex-
ample. When I was in the other States I
saw a great number of things which made
me feel proud to belong to the Western Aus,
tralian Parliament, and, if we adopted the
suggestion I have made with regard to the
Address-in-reply, it would top them all. I
will not mention the names of the States, the
sittings of the Parliaments of which I at-
tended, but on several occasions, and in two

or three places, I could not but be struck by
the fact that the Parliaments were more like
polling booths or back bars than anything
else, and I was very proud to think that I
was returning to a House, the proceedings in
which were always conducted in a dignified
way. Compared to the manner in which the
proceedings are carried on in some of the
Houses I visited, we maintain some decency:
There is no sprawling about, as I saw over
there, members do not throw their hats and
correspondence all over the place, and more
than anything else we treat our Speaker
with deference and respect, which is not the
ease in seine of the Parliaments I visited. In.
one instance I saw a Premier sprawling
across the Speaker's desk enjoying a joke
perhaps about the previous night's pictures,
while an unfortunate member was endeavour-
ing to address the House. In fact, there
seemed to be three or four debates going on
at the same time. I thought to myself that
that kind of thing would never do in our
House because Our, Speaker would call us up
With, a round turn. However,' all this has
nothing to do with the Address-in-reply, and
it is 10 use my advocating the abolition of
the debate onl the Address if I continue. I
will, thercforc, end my remarks.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [11.13]: 1 do
not intend to dwell at any length on the Ad-
dress-in-reply, hut there are three points in the
Speech that I would like to say a few words
about. First and forceuost I should like to
make a few remarks on the financial position
of tlic State, and more especially as it bears
on our relationship to the Federal Government.
I consider, and a great many other members
as wvell as many people in the state do so an
well, that the chief cause of our financial em-
harrasment at the present time is our relation-
ship to the Federal Government. Speaking onl
financial matters last evening, the leader of the.
Opposition said he considered that question
transcended all others, and should be debated'
by all. Towards the conclusion of last session
I asked certain questions in this House, and
with your permission I should like to repeat
those questions and give the answers which
were supplied. The first was, are the following.
figures supplied to the questioner by the Under
Treasurer correct. The 'total amount received
by this State from the Federal Treasurer for
the year ended 30th June, 1917, was £893,135,
made up as .follows:-Under Surplus Revenue
Act, including the 25s. per head, £569,982; en
account of old age pensions (approximate),
£.138,528; on account Of maternity bonus,
£184,625; total, £9M,135. Since T asked those
questions T have learnt that the Under Trea-
surer imids a mistake so far as the maternity
bonus is concerned. The amount lie received
on that accont was £:41,735, and not £184,625.
This makes the total which we received for the
12 months ended 30th June, 1.917, £750,245.
We are indebted to the ''West Australian''
for having discovered that mistake. On the
other side, the total drawn from this State
during the some period in direct and indirect
taxation aniounted to £1l,696,915, showing that
the difference between receipts and payments
was £803,780 to the disadvantage of Western
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Australia. In his reply the acting leader made
out that the amount we received was £1,550,000
and not £1,696,916, because he pointed out that
on the per capita customs receipts throughout
the State, when the Under Treasurer and I
were Aixing these amounts we allowed 10s. for
the difference in this State. The ''West Aus-
tralian,'' in a leading article, shortly after-
wards considered that we should have been
credited with a far greater sum, because they
recognised that this State must be importing
considerably more per capita than any other
State in the Commonwealth. On these figures,
then, the position boils itself down to this: for
those twelve months we received £750,245 and
we paid to the Federal Government £1,696,915,
making a difference to our disadvantge of
£,946,670 in one year. This is brought about,"
I think, by the loss of our Customs. The State
has pnt itself into the position of an hotel. It
has given away its bar trade, the very part of
the business that brings in the revenue, and it
is now being run on the 'boarders. Unless
something is done to get a better financial ar-
rangenment between the States and the Comn-
MnOnwealth it will he impossible for the State
ever to get right again. I quite agree with all
necessary retrenchment and with all produc-
tion; those two heads of policy shonid he de-
veloped to their utmost, Bint I consider the
Government should not lose sight of the terrible
burden imposed upon us by Federation. I am
nt the only one who thinks this, for- in the
Council last session the Colonial Secretary,
pratically delivering the Budget Speech of the
Government, made the following remarks:-

My attitude on this question is that Aus-
tralia, as a whole can prosper only by the
successful development of all the Australian
States, and that the present interpretation
of the Commonwealth Constitution is such as
to make the successful development of West-
ern Australia almost impossible.

Later on he said-
I do wish to impress upon members of the

House, upon the Press, and upon the people
of Western Australia, the imminent import-
ance of at once taking up with rigour and
purpose this question of the financial reln-
tionship of the State and the Commonwealth.
NO intelligent consideration of our public
finances is possible without a thorough un-
derstanding of this matter.

He went On to suggest that some better finan-
eial arrangement should be insisted upon, and
he said-

If the alteration is made on equitable lines,
giving full recognition to the spirit of the
Commonwealth Constitution, the resource Is
of Western Australia, aided by sound gov-
ernment, should enable us to retrieve our
position. If the third alteration is to fol-
low the lines adopted in the two alterations
already made, if Western Australia is to be
still further prejumdiced, then it seems to me

-that threatened State bankruptcy may well
drive us into one or other of the two des-
perate alte~rnatives, separation or unifica-
tion.

We all realise that Federation has done con-
siderable h'arm to Western Australia. What
few industries we have are gradually falling

away, and the numbers of men employed
in our secondary industries are rapidly de-
creasing. One of the first things that strikes
a new arrival in Western Australia is the ab-
sence of factories. Later on we shall have to
pay our share of the defence expenditure,
but I ask what does this defence expenditure
mean to Western Australial Our quota of'
the coming war loan is £1,000,000. if we
raise that million we are going to Jose a con-
siderable amount in taxation. Even so, one
would not grumble if we had our fair pro-
portion of the expenditure of that loan money.
As a matter of fact nearly the whole of the
money raised for defence purposes is being
spent in the Eastern States, where our very
soldiers arc being sent to train. Even our in-
terned aliens were taken from us and sent
to the Eastern States.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Nearly all the West Aus.
tralian representatives in the Federal Parlia-
ment are Nationalists. Surely they can use
their influence.

Mr. ANGELO: It seems to me they have
forgotten about Western Australia, and are
pleasantly spending their time in the Eastern
States. It is another reason why we should in-
sist upon a better arrangement. I think we
realise that Federation has not delivered the
goods to Western Australia. At every chance
the Federal authorities are invading our
avenues of taxation, even in the paltry mat-
ter of taxing our few entertainments. When
Federation was entered into it was never
contemplated that the central authority would
impose a land tax, notwithstanding which
they have done it. The Colonial Treasurer
told us at the close of last session that he
was afraid to impose any more taxation on
the people of Western Australia because he
knew the Federal Government were coming
down with much heavier taxation. Popula-
tion is leaving 'is every day, being attracted
to the Eastern States. There are but three
ways of bringing about an improvement,
namely, separation, unification, or a better
financiall arrangement. Unification should be
the last recourse.

Mr. Munsie: It all depends upon what
brand is proposed.

Ifr. ANGELO: According to the Colonial
Secretary, the question will crop up again
within two years, and then what is the State
going to do? Is it going for separation or
for unification? Within two years this State
must consider the question of whether we are
to separate or go in for unification. Why,
than, should we not get on to the question
right now? We are told that during the com-
ing y'ear there will be a deficit of soe
£:700,000, and I suppose it will be £800,000
next year. Thus, by 1920, we shall be-a mil-
lion and a half worse off than we are to-
day. Federation is-costing us £900,000 a year.
F, what? For sentiment. Ts sentiment
worth it? If we had that money with which
to develop nor industries we should be able
to ,neet the deficit and have a little to boot as
wall.

Mr. Lambert: It is not the fault of Federa-
tion.

Mr. ANGELO: Undoubtedly it is. Federa-
tion has not delivered the goods promised to
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us by the Constitution. The Commonwealth
are t aking advantage of every loophole to treat
us ats a poor relative. If in two years' time
we have to go in for separation we shall 6 ave
four millions to catch up instead of the two
and a half millions of to-day, and if we go
for unification they will take us over exactly
ks a poor relative.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Those people are the same
as ourselves, are they not? They are not
aliens in the Eastern States.

Mr. ANGELO: Judging by the voting at
the last referendum I do not think our senti-
ments are quite the samte as theirs.

Mr. Munsie: It's a godsend for Australia
that they are not.

Mr. ANGELO: Here is another little point
shiowing how Federation is treating us: At
the beginning of the year we were told that
our share of developing the Northern Terri-
tory amounted to 25s. per head of the popu-
lation, or £E375,000. To-day it amounts to
£400,000. What were our members in the
Federal Parliament thinking of to allow West-
ern Australia to be called upon for £400,000
for the development of the Northern Terri-
tory, seeing that we have a bettor northern
territory of our own? Think what would be
the position of our nothern territory with
£400,000 expended on it, It should be pointed
out to the Federal Government that, seeing
that we have our own northern territory, we
certainly should not be expending our money
onl their Northern Territory.

Mr. Maley: Are they umot going to take
over our Northern territory?

Mr. ANGELO: No. When it conies to that
T. will advocate that the North-West become
a separate State altogether. The potentiali-
ties of that district are so great-

Mr, O'Loghlen: That is all right for a
Governor's Speech, bitt you are not the Gov-
ernor.

Mr. ANGELO: The Constitution Act says
that it is not feasible to get separation -for
Western Australia. I contend that an au-
thority capable of granting a Constitution can
at any time cancel that Constitution. What
we must do is try to educate the people of
the State as to the best course to be taken.
If they are satisfied that it should be separa-
tion, I am convinced that we could get an
almost unanimous vote on it. Nearly all the
business people recognise that our present
troubles arc due to the money we have to pay
away to the Federal Government.

Air. L~ambert: A lot of their trouble is due
to their fondness for buying from other peo-
ple.

Mr. ANGELO: If we could save this money
that we are paying away for Federation we
4hould have something with which to develop
our own State. If we could get some of

u"r customs revenue back, we could
hack our industries against those in the
Eastern States. When we started our jam
Factory here, the finrn of Jones puit up the
)rice of their jam one half-penny on the other
side and lowered it 2d. a tin here in order to
-rush the local induistry. I am told this on
rood authority. This is one instance of how
ur competitors from the Eastern States are
'7oing to try and crush us and keep us down.

Mr. IPilkington: We area getting Jones' jai
cheap. Is that not right?

Mr. ANGELO: It will mean the crushing
of our own industry if this sort of thing goes
on. I do not say we should go in for separa-
tion or unification. It is up to the Govern-
went, who promised, when they answered my
questions last year, to give Parliament an op-
portunity of thoroughly discussing the position.
I want to hea- the oplinions of men who are
adverse to any change, and of those who are in
favour of it. Let abler minds than ours point
out the pros and cons of this question, and let
members learn something as to what is the best
course to adopt in this matter. If our position
was placed before the British Government and
all the disadvantages that we are meeting in
connection with Federation shown, and if it
were pointed out specially that this huge ex-
penditure of £Z900,000 is going onl yearly and
increasing to our disadvantage, I think they
would favourably consider the question. The
other day the British Government made Ire-
land an offer of Home Rule in exchange for
conscription. Let us put the converse posi-
tion and say, ''Give us back our sovereign
rights, and we are prepared to have conscrip-
tion. ''

M.\r. O'Loghlen: Conscription stocks do not
stand very high.

'Mr. ANGELO: I urge upon the Government
to give the House an opportunity of discussing
the position. We are in danger, not only of
losing any possible immigration which may
come to these shores, but of losing our own
returned muon when they are due to come back.
They say that through Federation these more
populous centres-

Mr. Munsie: Do you think if you have sep-
aration in Western Australia in order to get
conscription that these men who voted "yes''
would conmc to this State?

M-r. ANGELO: I. think so. They would be
gladl to come to a patriotic country.

Mr, Lamibert: They would get as far from it
as they could.

M1r. A'NGELO: I ant sorry to bear that re-
mark from the hon. member. I think that
our returned men 'will be attracted by the, fat
better conditions andi better ways of living
than at present exist in the Eastern States.
One has only to go to Melbourne and Sydney
to find that those cities are teaming with popu-
lation, and prosperous in every Possible way.
Owing to our distance fronm the larger centres
of the Commonwealth and the seat of thle
Federal Government, we are not getting the
fair deal we should get under the Federal Cen-
stituitioi.

Mr. Munsie: I am not altogether sorry that
there is not too mnuch Federal money being
spout in this State. We shall recuperate much
faster thtan the Eastern States when the change
comes.

Mr. ANGELO: Out of the million that wo
shall raise here, bow much of it will be spent
in Western Australia?.

Mr. 'Munsie: Very little.
Mr. ANGELO: Very little indeed, hut we

shall have to pay our share later on, Federa-
tion cost us £900,000 last year, and people may
say that this is due to defence. That is not
so, Expenditure on defence has to be met out
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of loan money and we shall have to pay our
,share. I was glad to hear the leader of the
Opposition shaking up the Government on the
question of repatriation. We have been rather
slack in the matter, and the sooner we get
ahead on this vital question the better. No
mention is made of any repatriation in the
North-West, notwithstanding the fact that this
portion of thle State has sent a thousand mn
to the Front.

Honl. P. Collier: It is all the sarite, north,
South, east, and wvest.

Mr. ANGELO: Nothing at all has been
done. The other day I went to the Minister
and he said, ''We have no (lata to go on'' I
pointed cut that within the last few years we
have had four experts inquiring into the
North-West, namely Messrs. Despeissis, Moody,
Crawford, and Scott, the Irrigation Expert.

Hon. P. Collier: And last but not least,
yourself.

Mr. ANGELO: I 46 not flatter mnyself to
that extent. What little I have done, how-
ever, has been profitable, as I can prove by my
balance sheet. It may be said that one or two
of these men have been fools, hut all four are
unanim~ous that the North-West posseises great
porsibilitics.

Hon. P. Collier: Somietimesq four fools get
together.

Mr. ANGELO: They said they were satis-
fied that the land was all right, but they did
not know about the water. I got ahead of them
there. When ',%r. Tindale was going uip re-
cently I asked him to look into the question
and he reported that thle water difficulty was
by no means unfaviourable. These experts re-
ported that there was land enough to settle
half a million people on a profitable basis. I
ask that this matter should he considered ser-
iously, and that an opportunity should be given
for settlement tip there. I feel that a scheme
could be put up for settling hundreds of men
in the North-West that would be a better
scheme than any Yet put forward. Not, one
penny would have to be paidl for the land.
Why buy up estates at high prices when we
can get land for nothing? The settlement of
the North-West should also be urged for de-
fence purposes. There is a huge territory there
with a coast line of something like 2,000 miles
at present populated by only 6,000 people, als
compared with Queensland which carries
800,000. Past Governments have not given the
consideration to the North-West that they
should have given.

Ron. P. Collier: What is the Honorary
Minister for the North-West doing?

Mr. ANGELO: I wish he was here. With
regard to freezing works, I quite agree that
the co-operative system should be applied as
much as possible to the carrying out of such
works within Western Australia. I would
strongly urge the Government to hand over the
Wyndham Freezing Works to the local pas-
toralists. Of course, they would not take them
over at present cost, and I would suggest to
the Government that they should cut their loss
on these works, reduce the capital cost to say
£300,000 and hand them over to the pastoral-
ists of the North-West.

Mr. O'Loghlen: They might be like the
Gascoyne pastoralists, and not pay tip.

Mr. ANGELO: Thle Gascoyne pastoralists
have never- refused to pay up. Can the lion.
member point to otte instance iii which they
have not done so?

Mr. 0 Loghlen: I refer to the vermini fente
Mr. ANGELO: They are paying regularly

Rnw, and when they have finished paying Ihey
wvill hand over to the State, for nothing, i
fentce which cost something like £66,000. Coal
pare this with what it has cost the Govertnment
to put up fences in other portions of tIhe State!I
When thle pastoralists have paid uip, accord
ing to agreement, they will pi-esent to the Gov
erment a handsome gift in the shape ofn
rabbit-proof fence. Thle Government ahoiotl
cut down the capital cost of the Wynfian
freezing works to the sum I have mentioned
and hand it over to the pastoralists; to run ii
onl a co-operative basis. I am sorry not to s
itt the Speech any sympathetic r-emark-s re
peiling Carnarvon and Gcraldton. I supposf
this matter was overlooked, as we are doing
the work ourselves. From what I have heatr
of Geraldton, and fi-om w-hat I know of Car
narvon, the fireezing works "ill be eoinpletu
and placed in going order next year On a CO
operative basis. If meat wvorks are put ur
at Fremantle, [ have no objection to thi!
being clone by private individuals or by co
operation, hut when we come to storage facili
ties at that port I think the co operative bash
should still continue. The Government, repire
senting the whole of the State, should contra
cool storage wrtks at the only port in thin
State. I strongly object to the Governmenil
allowing many cool Storage facilities at Fre
mantle to he handed over to a private party
All the other co-opeative companies in Western
Australia will have to look to Fremantle foi
the out-tnut of their produce. The Governnien
should therefore control such facilities and set
that they do0 not get into the hands of an3
tmonopoly. That, I consider, is carrying ou
the co-cremrative principle in its true sense. Ti
there is 'only one port, and that port is servinl
the whole of the State, then the Governmen
will be doing a truly co-operative work if thi
manage such works for the whole of the people

Whincular i to freezing works in any par
tclrdistrict, the people of that dist-ic:

should establish them on the eo-operattve basis
These freezing works will moan a great den
to the State. Instead of the State canyin
6Mt milliont sheep as; at present, I feel sure wo
shall find, with freezing works established, tha
the carrying capacity of t1e State will in 1.t
years be increased to 15 million or 20 milioia
sheep. This may be a big thine to smy, but
maintain that I am not exaggerating the .-cci
lion in the least. Take Boolathana Station ii
moy electorate, for instance. For, year-s rin
the owners considered they were fully stoeceti
with 40.000 sheep. During the past .15 year!
there has been an area of 90.000 acres of thui
station lying idle as a safeguard agains
droughts. Only once during the period hav
there been any sheep on that area. Thi
90,000 acres will carry 10,000 sheep. Tin
m'anager.' Mr. Butcher, assures mec that ii
these freezing works are established thi
aren will be stocked every year, and that tin
rest of the station will carry another 10.0((
cheep. Instead, therefore, of this station onl3

91
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carrying 40,000 sheep it will carry 60,000.
This is the best improved station on the Gas-
coyne. If this can be done on one station
a great deal more can be done on others. In-
stead of the Gascoyne carrying a million sheep
it will be carrying two million, if works are
established in the district, If this applies to
the Gascoyne, it will also apply to the rest of
the State. It should be the policy of the Gov-
ernment to turn Western Australia into a
huge station, and to go in f or sheep and cat-
tie, pigs and dairy cows to the utmost possi-
ble extent. If this is done, and facilities
are given for export, I feet certain that it will
be a big factor in the squaring of the finances
later on. At present, of course, it is impossi-
ble to get frozen mutton away. We under-
stand that. But our object is to erect can-
ning works immediately. It is canning work..
that we shall depend upon until freight space
adjusts itself later. In conclusion I wish to
quote a few figures from the "New Zealand
Year Book'' showing what freezing works
have done for New Zealand. In 1896 New
Zealand carried, roughly, 19,000,000 sheep.
Twenty years later the Dominion carried
24,000,000 sheep. That is an increase of only
25 per cent. in 20 years. But now let us
took at the other figures. The value of the
frozen mutton exported by New Zealand 20
years ago was IY% million sterling. Last year
the value was just on 8 million sterling. That
one fact shows what freezing works will do.
With freezing works there is uo loss of stock,
no cutting of sheep' throats in bad seasons;
but everything is used up. Although in New
Zealand the increase in stock was only 25 per
cent. in 20 years, the increase in exports
amounted to 800 per cent. Tt shows that the
freezing works mop up everything, leaving
nothing but the bleat of the sheep. Take but-
ter, another cool storage enterprise. Twenty
years ago the value of butter exported from
New Zealand was 2281,000; last year it wa~s
£2,700,000-an increase of nearly 1,000 per
cent. Again, cheese exported fromn New Zea-
land 20 years ago was valued at £130,000,
whereas last year the Dominion exported
cheese to the value of £2,7SO,OO-an increasse
of nearly 2,000 per cent. These figures should,
Ithink, perfectly satisfy us all that what hasg

been a good thing for New Zealand should
also be a good thing for Western Australia.
Let us turn this State into a huge station
for sheep and cattle and dairy produce.
Grant us the facilities for export. If this is
dlone with the assistance of the Government,
who may be expected to symupathis with
those who are assisting themselves, and if the
North now and again finds itself' mentioned
in the policy speech, I1 believe that this
State will continue to develop and that
its financial position will shortly improve.

Mr. PfLKINGTON (Perth) [11.49]:
There is one subject which I. think we must
all admit to be paramiount-the question of
the finances of this State. There are other
subjects of great importance. I do not in the
least fail to recognise the immense import-
,once of such subjects as repatriation and the
extermination of the rabbits. Undoubtedly
they are of enormous importance. But, still,
they are not of the same paramount import-

ance as is the question of the finances,
simply because they depend on the question
of the finances. If our finances fail us, it is
useless for us to talk of exterminating the
rabbits; useless for us to talk even in the most
patriotic terms of the repatriation of our
soldiers. The finances are the first thing,
and the paramount thing. I regret that the
leader of the Opposition curtailed, as he told
us hie dlid, some of his remarks upon the
finances. However, he did make a vigorous
attack upon the lack of method which the
Government are showing in dealing with that
important subject. He made a vigorous and,.
I think, on the whole justifiable attack. And
how was it dealt with? We saw last night
the Premier, the leader of the Government,
rise in his seat to make an answer dealing
with the question of the State finances. It
is useless to tell me, as I daresay T shall be
told, that the finances will be dealt with, by
the Treasurer. Tf there is one matter which
is paranmount beyond all others, if it is the-
question which ought to be receiving the
attention of the Government nand of every
member of the Government, it is futile to tell
me that a Government who are doing their
dunty would have a leader who would come to
this House and be unable to speak a single
word, I might say, regarding that question.
The impression produced upon my mind, and
T think the impression produced upon the
mninds of other members, was that the Pre-
mnier has not, and has not attempted to have,
the slightest grasp of the financial question
which ought to be receiving the full atten-
tion of the Government. Tt may be that in
the back of his mind the Premier has success-
fully concealed his knowledge of the subject
of the finances. But the impression con-
veyed to me last night was that the Premier
had not a grip, and did not seek to have a
grip, of the finances of this State. There
were a few slipshod, hesitating sentences,
such as any one of us might have spoken, as
indicating what we would have expected:
''The Government are fully alive, ad so
forth, to the importance of the question of
the finances. We are effecting economies in
every direction, and we hope that with care-
ful management and so forth we shall bue day
find that everything is all right.'' That, I
submit, is not the way this question should
be dealt with by the leader of the Govern-
ment. It is the duty of this House, I submit,
to see that the subject is dealt with in a lpro-
per way, that the Government shall be made
to deal with it in a proper way. That is the
duty of this House-not of one member or
another member, not of one side or of an-
other side; for this is no party question. But
it is not only the Premier who is concerned,
for the manlier in which the Premier spoke
yesterday is typical of the Government, and
especially typical of their attitude towaruds
the question of the finances-an attitude of
drift, of deliberate drift; the attitude of
those who like to remain us they are, like
to shut their eyes to obvious dangers of thle
fnture and to enjoy the present as quietly
and as pleasantly as they may. That is the
attitude of all Ministers with one exception.
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There is the Colonial Treasurer. The Colo-
ial Treasurer every now and then comes

down here, last year in Junly and again on
the delivery of the Budget Speech, and once
more a few days ago, and delivers a dramatic
address, screaming like a woungled hiare,
throwing his eyes up to Heaven to ask for
help, and casting them down to the grond
again in dramatic indication of the humility
with which hie is ready to accept it. He in-
dic~ates his beliefs. Last year he indicated
that lie thought the Educationt Vote should
be c-ut down. He indicated that belief here
only the other day again. And what do we
find? As soon as the Colonial Secretary
speaks-the Colonial Secretary seems to be
the master of the hounds-the Colonial Trea-
surer comes to heel at once and snbmits-wilts
li ke at withered flower. So that in this House
lie voted in favour of the Education Vote re-
inaining as it was, and not being reduced.
That, of course , was a rote not in accordance
with the view's he had indicated in this
Chamber. Perhaps it will be said that hie
had to vote in support of the Government's
Estimates. To that, I think, there are two
answers. The first is that, the week before,
he voted against the Government's Esti-
mate2s. The other answer is that if a man i s
Colonial Treasurer and honestly and sin-
cerely believes that a vote should be reduced,
and, because he is Colonial Treasurer, cannot
vote for its reduction, the dbvious course for
him to take is to cease to be Colonial Trea-
surer and then rote in accordance with his
eonscience.

Mfr. O'Loghlen: The vote of the House
on that question was not a warrant for a
further increase of the exrpenditure.

Mr. PILKINCTON: No. I propose in a
moment to refer briefly to the increase in the
Education Vote. The Colonial Treasurer,
therefore, although now and then he raises a
loud voice by way of indicating the serious-
ness. of the financial position, does not go
further. Ile submits to that drift which re-
presents the policy of the Government. And
what is the attitude of the Colonial Secre-
tary, who, as I have said, seems to be the,
master? The member for Gascoyine (Mr.
Angelo) quoted the words which I had in-
tended to quote this morning. I have not got
''Hansard"' before me, but the words arc
quite clear. In a speech delivered last year
the Colonial Secretary stated that our
troubles were due to th e Federal
Government not giving us a fai r
deal, not minig a fair financial agreement
with us. He said, further, that unless
in two years' time-wheni the present financial
agreement will have to he renewed-we suc-
ceeded in getting a better financial agreement,
nothingt faced us but separation or unification,
or bankruptcy. And, apparently, the Colonial
Secretary is prepared to drift on f'or two years
in the hope of getting a better financial agree-
ment. The Colonial Secretary has made many
speeches; but what has he done I Where are
the economies that he has made? They may
be there; but, if so, we are kept in the dark.
The Colonial Secretary is ready to make
speeches; but is he ready to retrench? I pre-

fer the word "retrench''; it sounds more like
what we are going to have whether We wish it
or whet~her wve do not wish it. The Colonial
Secretary, thea, would drift for two years in
the hope of getting a better financial agree-
mient. That, I submit, is not only a policy of
drift, but---

NITr. 0 'Loghien: A policy of despair.
Mr. PiLITNGT0N. It is a policy which is

worse than a policy of diespair, for it is a
policy which amounts to holding out to the
public of this State, who unfortunately do not
take as keen an interest in public matters as
they should, that possibly in two years an
agreement may be made with the Federal
people which will overcome our difficulties,
Now, the Colonial Secretary knows, and I know,
and every member of this Parliament knows,
that although it is within the bounds of possi-
bility, though very unlikely, that we shall get
a better financial agreement at the end of two
years, it is not within the bounds of possibility
that we shall get an agreement which will
lift use out of our financial difficulties. The Col-
onial Secretary knows that. He knows it, and
yet lie holds this out to the public in order
that they may let hini alone for two years to
drift and drift. If he was simere ia hoping
and expecting-I will not say hoping-but if
hie Was sincere in expecting that at the end of
two years we could make an agreement which
would gct us out of our financial difficulties,
if he Were really sincere in that, which it is
impossible to believe, why does hie not now
take steps as the member for Gascoyac (Mr.
Angelo) suggested, why is he not now in
negotiation for a new agreement? I shall be
told this, I have no doubt, the Colonial Secre.
tary would say "Wa nonsense; do you think
the Fedleral Government would negotiate now?
What will happen two years hence! They do
not know where they will he. " Of course they
do nt. That is why it is so wrong for the
Colonial Secretary to hold that out as a hope
that two years hence the Federal Government
will be able to lift us out of our financi al
trouble. Two years hence we know the Fed-
eral. GovernMent Will he inl Want Of Money.
We know froma what the Colonial Tteasuirer told
us here the other nightt, that the Federal Gov-
ernment will be pressed financially. It is in-
evitable, and how, in two years time, can they
take us out of -our difficulties financialy, is
the greatest absurdity. I do not believe any
mnenmber places any hope in that niethod of get-
ting out of the trouble. Whatevci their a.tti-
title, whether sympathetic or otherwise, the
Federal Government cannot give us money if
they have not got it. There is no juestion
about it, the Federal Government, and indeed
the Imperial Government, are pressed in the
matter of muaking financial arrangements. I
think we should face the question, it is not a
party, question; we are all concerned in it be-
cause we live, here. T take it every inemher is
concerned as I. am concerned. T do not put my
concern on any patriotic grounds but. I feel
about it strongly because I aim bhere. This is
my country. I cannot make my living else-
Where, at. least not so satisfactorily. I ami
hound up itt thre place. All I have is here,
and the failure of the country is my failure.
If this country is not prosperous, we all suffer
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train the same want of prosperity. We are
here and we represent others who are in the
same boat, and we are entitled to look at the
matter and deal with the matter in a vigorous
way. We are told normal times will return
and everything will then be all right. I do
strongly protest against the suggestion that
there are all sorts of ways and means by which
we can get the finances right without going
through the pain of retrenchment and taxa-
tion. I protest against it. We have got to go
through it as surely ase the ight follows the
dlay. If we go through with it comparatively
early (it is not very early now), but the earlier
we go through with it the less painful it will
be; the later the more painful. I do protest
against responsible Ministers suggesting that
there are means other than taxation and re-
trenchment by which we can get rid of our
financial troubles. We are told whlen normal
times return our industries will flourish and
money will roll in. I1 ask members to look at
the thing as business men. What clues a busi-
ness man do? He considers the probabilities
and considers the circumstances against which,
as a prudent inan, hie must make provision.
What hie makes provision against may not come
true, but there are certain risks to be regarded
in providing for the future. I am attempting
to indicate -what appearTs to be the future
-- hat we must expect in a few years.
People sonietinies talk as if as soon as the
war was over, normal times will be back again
at once. I want to point out that, when
the war is over, then the trouble ise going to
begin. I am not going to laboaur this matter,
but I would point out two things. Whenx the
war is over, or shortly after, in six months, or
perhaps nine months, the war expenditure
will cease. It will gradually cease over a
period of a year. When that war expenditure
ceases a certain superficial prosperity that ex-
ists in the State will also cease. It will hit
the Eastern States like a battering ramn. It
will hit us also and we shall lose that when the
war is over. 'I ask members to recollect this
also. Business has been dislocated the world
over. It has to be readjusted. There will be
a period in which the readjustmenit will be
slow and painful. That does not tend to pro-
sperity, and I ask hon. members to remember
that we have in Australia to-day tons, hun-
dreds of thousandsP I think I could say mil-
lions of tons, of produce, wheat and wool, that
has been paid for and not exported. Now,
shipping will be short after the war, but if
we had as much shipping as we have ever had
the removal of that produce would take a
considerable time. I do not profess to know
how long it may take, probably a year, it may
be two or three years, but the period will ar-
riye during Which our exports will be largely
exports for which already we have been paid,
aud we have spent the money. It all means-
I am putting it with great moderation. when
12 say it al] means, looking at it with the eye
of a business man-that we must provide for
something not less than five years from now.
Assuming the war ceases in a year, it will he
not less than five years, but I think 12 am put-
tin~r it extremely low, before we can hope
that normal times will begin to come back
again. To talk as though normal times were

coming back when the war is over is the great-
est nonsense, and it is worse than nonsense, it
is misleadiing. It misleads people who think
Ministers can be relied on and who do not think
for themselves. We know a large majority of
the public do not pay attention to public
affairs in that way. They leave those things
to the Rouse and to the Government, and they
are justified in doing so. I submit members
of the Rouse and the Government are bound
to let these things be recognised and not sug-
gest that after the war we shall step into a
period of prosperity. Our difficulties are
being put down to all sorts of causes, Some
say Federation, others say the last Labour
Governmnent, and I dare say other causes are
given. I am not going to elaborate, but I be-
lieve I know the true reason. It is ipeither
Federation nor the last Labour Government,
althouigh perhaps they did their bit, but what
I say is we have been spending money, not
for the lnst 10 years but 20 odd years in this
country. We have been spending money with
the laudable desire to inerease production.
But we have kept no account whatever of the
proportion between the expenditure and the
increase in production. The expenditure has
been out of all reason compared with the pro-
duction. The production has been increased.
We have put the farmners on the land and
urged them to grow wheat at a heavy loss,
but it has increased production. We have
built railways all over the place to carry that
produce and it has stimulated production also
at a loss. By looking at our finances we can
see we have spent huge sums in endeavouring
to increase production. We are burdened
with an interest account every year which
umakes it almost impossible to make the finan-
ces balance, and I believe that is the reason.
I2 have no dloubt, for I have been in this coun-
try over 20 years, and things have been going
on all that time, and have landed us in this
final position. May T point this out: every
Government has done the same thing, from
the beginning until the present Government
pulled up because they could not borrow more
money. And the public have been approving
parties. The fault lies with the public =id
those who have spent the money. Let me
point out that Federation, which is blamed so
much for our present misfortunes, has this ad-
vantage, that it must pull us up at this stage,
instead of going on longer. If we had our
customs and excise revenue, and all other taxa-
tion by which we could raise money if we had
not been in the Federation, and we could have
gone further and the balance sheet would have
been worse. In that respect it may be that
Fedleration has been a considerable blessing.
r do not think it is justifiable for Ministers to
represent to the country that there are means
whereby the finances of the country can be
put in order other than by the simple means
of retrenchment and taxation. There is an-
other fetish put forward just now very vio-
lently by the Minister for Industries. One
would have expected that the whole of that
Minister's energies would have been directed
towards the financial question. All the brains
of Mitnisters should be directed towards this
vital question, yet we find the Minister for In-
dustries engaged in doing what I understand
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is called Stimulating secondary industries,
The leader of the Opposition spoke with re-
spect of that process and ho said he did not
wish to speak on it in a sneering fashion. I
would say I wish to speak on it with the utmost
disrespect. 'What will it mean to stimulate the
industries of grindstones, jams and things of
that sort? What we want in this country is
increased production of wealth. It does not
matter a row of pins what it is so buig as we
can produce it. We know that there are certain
things which this country can produce in
enormous quantities, wool, mutton, beef, tim-
ber, and so forth. I am credibly informed
that there is no difficulty in the way of
increasing the number of sheep in this country
to double. that which we have at the present
time. These great primary industries are cap-
able of enormous expansion, and they are
essential too. Therefore, we should tarn our
attention1 to them instead of to grindstones,
jams, and ships. If we got 50 such industries
and if they all proved successful, we would
not get within a thousand miles of the pro-
duction which would follow from devoting
our attention and energy to the big primary
induutries.

'Mr. Teesdale: Why cannot they progress
together?

Mr. flLKTNGTON: There is something to
prevent them progressing together. We must
turn our attention to oue thing or the other,
but if we turn our attention to the two the
better one will not go ahead so fast. The
Government have not to do this; they must
leave the people alone. If they do so, the
primary industries will go ahead and then we
will have a natural growth of such secondary
industries as will pay. That is the way in
which a country can progress. But when I
find the Minister for Industries-quite hon-
estly and earnestly, of course-istead Of
devoting his attention to the finances of the
State, giving it up to the stimulation of two-
penny ha'penny, silly industries it makes me
feel sorry for the attitude of the Govern-
ncut. Thne Minister for Industries is under

the curious misapprehension that if he gets
an industry going he must be doing some-
thing for the benefit of the country. That is
not so. If he is stimulating an industry iihich
can only be carried on at a loss he is doing
something to the disadvantage of the coun-
try. Take the case of Jam, about which I
'know nothing whatever, or perhaps no mnore
than the man in the street knows. The
Governient are stimulating the production
of jam. I do not know whether it is good
jam or bad Jam, I have not seen it.

The Attorney General: I am sorry to hear
you say that you have never tasted Western
Australian jam.

Mr. PILKINGTON: While I may not have
tasted this particular jam, I venture to say-
that I use as many things which are made in
Western Australia as the Minister for In-
dustries.

The Attorney General: You said you nevier
used Western Australian jam.

Mr. PILKINGTON: I said I have never
used this jam; I have never seen it. The
Covernuient have given £5,000 to the comn-

pany manufacturing it. 1 do not know any-
thing about the conditions, but I do know
through the Press and from what has taken
place in Parliament, that the Government
have advane~d that sumn of money, and that
they are now being asked to give another
£E7,000, and that the Treasurer is seriously
considering whether he will give it or not.
The Government would be doing a foolish
thing if not a brutally stupid thing, to ad-
vance money in this way, because I know the
facts as we all know them. I know that a
jot of jam is eaten in Western Australia every
year, and I know that there are people whose
business it is to know all about the Western
Auistraliait market. Jones is one of them. I
know, too, that those Men are experts in the
production and sale of jam in the Western
Australian market. The Government know
nothing about it; I know nothing about it.
But those people who do know all about it
know also that if it would pay to make jam
in Western Australia they would establish a
factory here.

Mr. Teesdale: How then do you propose to
utilise our frint?

Mr. PIhKINGTON: The member for Res-
bourne, I suppose, thinks that because we
have fruit we should turn it iuto jam and
do so at a profit. T say we cannot do that.

Mr. Teesdale: Do Jones & Co. say so?
Ur. PILXINGTON: Jones & Co. know that

they can manufacture jam in the East, send
it here, and sell it at a better profit than
they, could get if they made it here. When
the experts know that jam can be manufac-
tured in Western Australia at a profit they
will make it here. Because they make it in
the East and sell it here at a good profit, they
do so.

Mr. Lambert: What are the conditions that
obtain there which do not obtain in Western
Australia?

Mr. PILKINOTO'N: I do not profess to
know the facts on which they form their
opinions, but I do know that they have
formned that opinion, because they have up
to now refused to make jam here.

Mr. Lamibert: Because it suits their coni-
mercial interests.

:Mr. PTLKINGTON: Exactly, and does not
the hon. member see it means that it pays
themi better to make it in the East and sell
i t h ere. If it pays then to do that they
will wipe out nn ,jam factory which may
start here.

Mr., Pickering:- We must make a start some
time.

Mr. PILIiKNGTON: If Jones & Co. know
they can make jani in Tasmania and sell it
in Western. Australia and make a. better pro-
fit than if they made it in Western Australia,
it means that any person who makes jam here
and sells it here will not be able to compete
against Jones.

Hon. P, Collier: That may be a bad thing
for Western Australia, but it is absolutely
true.

Mr. PILKINOTON: I am only saying what
is absolutely true.

Mr. Teesdiale: Are we to have no indus-
tries here then?
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M~r. PILKINOTON: If the hon. member
will listen to me, I will point out to him
how we can have industries here. What I
have stated is absolutely true; there is no
getting out of it.

M~r. Teesdale: What obstacle is there here
which does not exist in the other States?

.Mr. PILKINOTON:, I do not profess to
know all the facts, but one of the facts, for
example, is that a man who is manufacturing
jam in the East is doing so at the doors of
a huge market.

Hon. P. Collier; And he has cheap female
labour, which he cannot get here.

Mr. Teesdale: What about our own eon-
sumaption?

Mr. PIhXINGTON: We cannot manufac-
ture for our own consumption because Jones
can come in and undersell us at any time.
Our jam factory then goes out. When we
entered Federation one of the things held op
as being a great deal to our advantage, and
it was one of the things which undoubtedly
was the essence of the contract, was that
there would be freetrade throughout Aus-
tralia. This is one of the results of freetrade.

The Attorney General: Is it not true that
Jones dumps his jams into Western Austra-
lia at a cheaper rate than he sells them in
his own country so as to get the Western
Australian trade?

Mr. PTLKINGTON: I should think that
would be extremely likely.

The Attorney General: Do you approve of
that?

Mr. PILKINGTON: I would say, in the
words of the editor of the "Economist,"
used a year ago, that in my opinion, dumping,
whether scientific or unscientific, is always for
the benefit of the durupee. lIt is, however,
useless, to talk of that, because 'we are not in
the position to prevent the dumping of goods
here, as we have freetrade between the States.

The Attorney General: I mean selling his
surplus goods ia Western Australia at a
lower price than he gets in the Eastern
States.

Mr. PILKINGTON:- The Minister is under
the curious impression that if we want £100,
000 worth of jam in a year and we can buy
it from Jones for £100,000, and that we can
malke it in this country for £120,000, it will
pay us to make it here. If the Minister be-
lieves that I cannot help it.

The Attorney General: You did not answer
my question.

Mr. PILEINGTON: I thought I answere~d
it in the words of the editor of the ''Econo-
mist.''

The Attorney General: I asked you
whether you approve of it.

Mr. PILKINGTON: I thoroughly approvel
of it. If we can get jams from the Eastern
States cheaper than we can make them our-
selves we are doing well. We are not now,
as two countries, fighting to put up a tariff
wall. We have freetrade.

Mr. Lambert: Wonld the hon. member's at-
titude,' extend to the countries against 'whom
we are at war to-day?

Mr. PILKINGTON: I am not dealing with
fiscal questions as between different countries

that have the right to put up barriers, I am
dealing with our own position as it is to-day-,
the stinmnlating of industries by the Minister
for Industries when he should be paying at.
tention to the finances. What I was going
to speak about is that this artificial stimu.
lation of industries is unsound, and will re-
sult not only in the loss of money but in
the loss of energy. The secondary indus-
tries, or all that are fit to count, will come
to us with absolute certainty if we develop
our primary industries sufficiently. As the
wealth of the country and population grow,
and in so far as the primary industries can
be advantageously carried on, the secondlAry
industries will be hound to follow. That is
the reason why they have them in the East-
ern States and we have not got them here.
The secondary industries will come. But it
is a mistake to suppose that you are any
better off in producing 9100 by a, secondary
industry than in producing the same amount
by, say, a primary industry.

Mr. Lambert: Great Britain thought that at
one time.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: She was Germany 's
largest customer before the war.

Mr. PTIKLNTGTON: I am not going to
enter upon a discussion of British and German
views on the tariff question.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: An Australian protection-
ist, if residi ng in England, would become a
freetrad er.

Mr. TILIINGTON: What we are deallng
with now is, not the question of protection
versus freetrade; we are dealing with the
trade between the Australian States, which is
absolutely free.

Mr. Teesdnle; 'Would you advocate the es-
tablishiment of a woollen factory hereY

Mr. PTLKINOTON:. I think that without
a shadow of doubt it will. come when it will
pay to manufacture the wool in Western Aus-
tralia. There are experts who know the last
detail of the wool trade anti they will know
-when the time comes when it will pay to manu-
facture it here. They will then manufacture it
here, and the industry will be started.

Mr. Willeock: Would it be wrong to hasten
that dlay?

Mr. PILKINGTON: No more wrong than it
would be to hasten the millenium. All I say
is that the Government are not hastening the
npproaeh of either one or the other. I have
been led to talk a little more of these second-
ary industries than I intended to. What I in-
tended to call attention to was that we see the
Mdinister for Industries expending his energy
in a direction worse than useless. At any rate,
whether I ant right or wrong, surely we are
entitled to ask Ministers to turn their atten-
tion at this crisis to the question of finance
which is the beginning, middle, and end o
everything in this country at present. There
are certain things which I venture to think any
Govot-nient would do if they were in earnest
in setting about putting the finances right. We
have heard a lot about economies here sad
there, and no doubt some small economies have
been effected. I shall be glad to hear about
them. Certainly the loan expenditure has been
very much reduced, for the very excellent
reason that there has been very little loan
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money available and a large amount of that
was required to make up the revenue deficit.

H on. P. Collier: The instance quoted by, the
Premier last night in regard to the Agricul-
tural Department was entirely loan money.

The Premier: Oh, no.

Mr. PILKING TON: Certainly at a time
like this it is futile to come here and point
to a reduction of £2,000. Let us consider the
attitude one would expect a Government who
were in earnest to take up. If the Government
were in earnest in cutting down expenditure
in the public service, the first step would be
for then, to re-introduce in the Public Service
Act the section which enabled them to get rid
of any public servant at a moment's notice.
We know whbat the position always is in any
department of Government service. Unless the
Minister can say to a public servant suft for
his job, ''Get out, I do not want you,'' he
cannot possibly effectively retrench in the
public service. I spoke of this last year and
I am not ashamed to return to it again. We
know what takes place at the present time.
Unless his office is abolished no public servant
can be dismissed except after an inquiry. It
used to be the law that a public servant in
'Western Australia, as everywhere else, could be
dismissed at a moment's notice. That right was
taken away by the first Public Service Act,
but was re-enacted by the Act of 1902 and I
submit that if the Government are in earnest
and~ mean to reduce the service by proper re-
trenchiment they must have that right. I am
speaking particularly of getting rid of those
not wanted, and not of reducing salaries, which
is not a proper mode of retrenchment. If a
public servant is not doing his work properly
it should be in the power of the Minister to
dismiss him at once. The section that was in
the Act of 1902, which was an amending Act,
reads as follows-

Nothing in the principal Act ws*from the
commencement thereof shall he construed or
held to abrogate or restrict the right or
power of the Crown,, as it existed before the
passing of the said Act, to dispense with the
services of any person employed in the pub-
lie service.

Any Government in earnest would have re-
enacted that section, and then they would have
been in a position to deal with the public ser-
rant. Until the Government take such a step
I for one will not believe that they are in the
slightest degree in earnest about making what
they call economies and what I prefer to call
retrenchment. There is a provision in the Rail-
way Act providing that a mn may not be dis-
inissedtwithout inquiry. I notice that it is th6T
intention of the Government for some reason
yet to be explained to appoint three Railway
Comm~issioners. I confess I do not see any
seasoY4 for three; but whether there are three
or one, I submit that the Commissioner or Coin-
mnissionera should have absolute power to dis-
miss and appoint servants, exactly as the Gov-
ernment should have the right to do.

Hon. P. Collier: In practice he always has
done so.

Air. PILKINOTON: But in many cases it
bas been followea by an inquiry before a
board* as provided by the Act.

Hon. P. Collier: But that section is dealing
with punitive dismissals.

Mr. ?TLKINGTON: I think that is so. As
a matter of fact eases come before the court
in which it is difficult to know what the sec-
tion (10cR mean. It is difficult to draw the
line between punitive dismissal and dismissal
for the purposes of retrenchment. There is
sometimes a very fine line between saying
in prosperous times ''You are no good to nme
now" and in saying the sme thing in times
that are not prosperous. The Commissioner
should have absolute power.

Mr. Davies: Me has it now. There is no
appeal against retrenchment in the railway
service.

Mr. PILKINOTON: But there is an appeal
against a punitive dismissal, and the differ-
ence between that and a dismissal for re-
trenchinont may sometimes be intensely diffi-
cult to draw, even in the mind of the Comnmis-
sioner himself. There should be no occasion
these times in which the Commissioner is put
into the difficulty of an inquiry through dis-
msissinsg a man in the course of retrenchment.
I submit that these arc preliminary steps
that would be taken by any Government
seriously' intent upon. economy.

H~on. P. Collier: The Government an-
njounced at the outset that they would amend
any Acts standing in their way in that direc-
tion.

Mr. PILEINGTON: It would not be too
mucs to ask the Government to carry out
that portion of their policy. I do not intend
to speak at any length about education. I
still believe that vote could be cut down. I
have been accused of holding the belief that
,n a community there should be some who are
hewvers of wood and drawers of water and
who are better uneducated. Such a belief as
that T have nsever entertained in the whole
course of my life. Such a belief I can hardly
understand anyone attributing to me. I be-
lieve with the most perfect conviction that
if a man is only spending his life breaking
stones upon the road, ho will do so better and
be a better citizen if he can enjoy the things
of the inind, if he can read books intelli-
gently, if he can deal with questions which
are discussed in public or in private, if, in a
word, lhe has become* in intelligent man
which, T take it, is the object of education.
He will than be better as a citizen and better
as a stone-breaker, or as a man who draws
water or hews wood. I have never suggested
anything that would justify anybody in im-
puting to me the belief that any portion of
the community would be better uneducated. I
believe the exact reverse. Rint we have not
the money at the present time. We are being
pressed and' are going to be pressed still
harder, and if we spend this money now, if.
we do not check the expenditure now we
sh Iall find ourselves in a worse position later
on. And if the thing is all -owed to drift Until
the expenditure is cut down, not by the Gov-
erment, but by the hand of absolute neces-
sity, then the distress that will be caused will
be infinitely greater. When you retrench in
times of comparative prosperity the distress
caused is comparatively slight; when the re-
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trencient takes place by the hand of albso-
Jute necessity in times that are bad the dis-
tress caused is very great. It is also to be
observed that the education of this country
will proceed more satisfactorily for those
being educated, if we pull through with our
finances. If we fail to pull through with our
finances, what is the use of talking about the
extension of the education vote. The vote
will be cut dlown, not byv us, but by the hand
of absolute necessity. I do hope that mem-
bers, irrespective of party, will endeavour to
do whatever can be done to help the Govern-
meot if they will be helped, and to push, them
if they will not be helped, into taking some
definite course in regard to finance, It would
give ine the greatest pleasure to be a sup-
porter of, and to assist in any way, a Gov-
ernment that was attempting honestly and
vigorously to do that which this country
needs so badly, namely, to put our finances
upon something like a business footing.

Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [12.45]: 1 think
it will be fitting for mue at this stage if I
express the hope, on behalf of lbon, members,
that Hon. Frank Wilson, lately leader of the
Government in this House, should have a speedy
recovery towards good health, and say that we
are in sympathy with him in his illness. He
is now lying seriously ill, and I feel sure that
I am1 Only Voicing the Opinion Of the House
when I say that our sympathies are entirely
with him, that we hope he will soon have re-
covered, and that at some future date he wvill
be able to appear again in the House repre-
senting some portion of the State. I have lis-
tened with great interest to the debate. There
is one question which has come prominently
before us and which to my mind is of vital
importance, and that is in regard to repatria-
tion. I am not going to deal with that ex-
tensively just now, because I understand that
the Government intend at a later date-I hope
it will not be indefinitely postponed-to place
before the House a measure dealing with it.
The attitude of the Government towards this
matter is not one which has my approval in
any way. The -remarks which fell from the lips
of the leader of the Opposition were fully
mnerited in every respect. The lines -which he
advocated for the settlement of this question
are sound and reasonable. I regret that the
attitude of the Premier in this regard has not
been as sympathetic as it should be. When
the opportunity was soughit last session to have
a select committee to go into this question the
mu)tion dealing with it was kent in the back-
ground, and was never brought uip for discus-
sion after it was first moved. The Premier
should have afforded the House an opportunity
of discussing so important a matter. Any hon.
member who walks through the streets of Perth
must feel heart-broken at the deplorable sight
that meets him on every hand. Only yesterday
in, Perth I counted at least half a dozen re-
turned men who had lost a leg or an arm. We
say that the quefltion of dealing with those
men who are unsuitable for settlement on the
land is entirely one for the Coinmonu'ealth.
.T do nept altogether agree with that. If the
Government find that a full measure of con-
Wideration is not being extended to these men
it is their hounden duty to do their uitmost to

spur onk the Federal Government to greater
endeavours. Although many of these men who
are returned are not perhaps physically fit at
the moment to go on the land, if they have that
desire they should be placed in an institution
such as the Brunswick State farm, where they
can recuperate in health and at the same time
get into touch with the life which they wish
to take up. The Premier has distinctly stated
that the intention of the Government is to
repurchase estates which are partially im-
proved, and are close to existing lines. This
policy has my endorsemnent. In view, however,
of the small area which may perhaps be avail-
able the State should also consider the question

of peingupsome of our vigncutry. The
State, particularly in the SothWet has been
badly surveyed as indicated by the Premier
last night. 1 agree with him when be says
that it is necessary that fresh surveys should
be made on rational lines. 'We should also take
into consideration the desirability of following
on the question of re-surveys by the practical
development of thme country that, is suitable for
settlement. The South-West offers one of the
most difficult problems the State has 'to cou-
sider. Those of us who have bad the misfor-
tune to take up virgin country in the South-
West have dlone so at the expense of all our
capital, and to a certain extent ait the expense
of our health. The hardships and difficulties
which con~frant settlers in virgin country are
only realised by those who have been through
the experience. MXy contention is that those
in u-ho atre seeking to settle on the land
should not be allowed to go through suchi ex-
periences. Seeing that the Government have
a.vailable many engines fur pulling treesg they
should set to work at once on the difficult
country, denude it of valueless timber, and
make it ready for those whom we hope so-on
to settle onl the land. If wec do not denude
the land of these valueless trees the sweetening
of the soil that is necessary for its develop-
ment will he postponed. This is one of the
difficulties which confront niew settlers On
virgin country. After putting a great deal of
money into their holdings, and all their ener-
gies, settlers in the past have bhad to wait a
great many years before their land has reached
the stage of being able to give them some
return. I cannot understand why the Govern-
ment should postpone the taking Of definite
and immediate action in this respect. One of
the members said he hoped that immediate
action would uot be necessary for another 12
months. POr my part, T could hope it would
be required to-morrow, that the war could have
been concluded by then, and that we should
have our men coming back to us immediately.
We know that immediately the war is over
we shall be confronted with one of the greatest
problems w,,hich has ever come before this Par-
liament, namely, the repatrition of those men
,who have made such huge sacrifices in our in-
Lerests and on our behalf. The Government
are doing absolutely nothing compared with
what they should be doing. We started at re-
paitriation office -and put into it one Of the
most capable men, in Mr. Gamin, Uint could
be found. I have interviewed Mr. Gamin on
niany occasions in order to %lacertain his atti-
tude towards this movement. I am satisfied
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that the (ioveramnt put into this position the
one man suited t6 the work, He had his whole
heart in the business, and was -only struggling
.against the insurmountable wall whiich the Gor-
ernient had put in his way.

Hon. P. Collier: They only did that in order
to cover up thbeir own shortcomings.

Mr. rICKERIN G: If the Government in-
tell( to treat this proposition from the stand-
point of the Agricultural Bank then it is
doomed to failure. What we want is sympa-
thetic treatment for these men, and not bus-
iiness' treatment. The Agricultural Banik
should be in just the same light to this move-
nieat as miy bank is to my account. I should
be able to draw upon it whatever I require.
The Agricultural "Bank should never have the
direction of the policy of the settlement on
the land of our returned men. I have made
a study of this question and of the manner
in which it has been dealt with by other Par-
lianients in Australia, and I have no hiesita-
tion in saying that the one Parliament which
has been most languishing and most lacking
in this movemnent has lbcen the Parliament
of Western Australia. A good many f ace-
tious remarks were mnade by the leader of
the Opposition in regard to the recent con-
ference of the Farmers and Settlers' Associa-
tion.,

lion. P. Collier-. That was on the lighter
side.

At iv PICKERING, The Premier also made a
few remarks regarding the conference, and
referred to the president of the association as
-a czar or a king.

Hon . W. C. Angwin: I do not think he was
far out.
Mr. PICKERING: T should be a proud

man indeed if at the expiration of 'six years
of unbroken office as president of the associa-
tion I had accorded to nie such a reception
as was accorded to Mr. Monger, when lie
was returned to office for the sixth time. Any
man would be proud to hold that position.

Hon. W.. C. Angwvin: He knows how to work
it.

Mr. PICKERING: He does not work it.
I deny - that absolutely. It took the utmost
persuasion to keep Mv~r. Monger in the posi-
tion of president of the Farmers and Set-
tlers' Association. His services have been
given without reward of any description, and
at great personal sacrifice. I have great ad-
miration for that gentleman in the position
which he holds. HEe has done his duity to the
fe~rining community as few others in the State
have attempted to do it.

Mr. Lamabert- No donbt he has made very
great sacrifices.

Mr. PICKERING: He has indeed. The
conference of the Farmers and Settlers' As-
sociation differed from that of the recent
Labour party inasmuch as we threw open to
the world our doors, and welcomed in anyone
who desired to hear us, without fear or fav-
our. Everyone was shut out from the Labour
Conference except the labour representatives.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are wrong there.
Mr. PICKERING: I am right, and the hon.

member knows it. In spite of misrepresenta-
tion, which has found its way into the papers
-and in spite of the attitude of the "West

Austraian,'' we hope to continue the policy
of the open door in regard to our conferences.
Whether we make successes or failures we shall
still welcome the light of day upon our do-
ings. There is nothing that is brought for-
ward at our conferences inimical to the best
interests of the State or the Empire.

lon. W. C. Augwin: The one thing you
forgot was to ask the Treasurer to give youi
the Treasury.

Mir. PICKERING,: f do net think we are
ver~y anxious for that at present A great
deal has been niade over the incident of the
reconciliation of the lhonorary Minister (Hon.
C. F. Baxter) and Mr. Murray. As I happen
to have beeni the acting secretary of the Con-
ference, lion, members wvill admit that I know
something about this matter. Mr. Baxter
attended the conference in order to make a
statement regarding the working of the
Wheat Pool. He made the statement. At the
conclusion of the heated controversy which
teak idace between Mr, Murray and the Hon-
orary Minister, Mr. Murray, who was sitting
on my right and had to pass at the back of
tue to get to Mr. Baxter, shook hands with
that gentleman as he went out.

Hon, P. Coler: That is a matter of grave
national importance.

Mr. PICKERTNG: I do not say it is, but
as the matter has been referred to by the
leader of the Opposition I think I ala justi -
fied in speaking about it. This act was recog-
nised by the delegates as being an advance
towardls a reconciliation.

Ron. P. Collier: Was there a, dramatic

Mr. rICKERINC.: There was nione that I
ait aware of.

lion. P. Collier: Do you agree vwith the in-
terpretationi

Mr. PICKERING: My interpretation was
that the handshiake was a sign that good
fellowship existed between the two. I con-
eider myself a sportsman, and after I have
had a fight here with hen, members opposite,
I ani quite Credy to go ouit of the Chamber
amid shake hands with them, or have a cup
of. tea with them. Now, a few words shout
the attitude of the Press towards the Govern-
nment. It senms to me thatthe "West Aus-
tralian'' is arrogating to itself the right of
forming Governments. By that journal two
or three Governments have been suggested re-
cently. The very last recommendation sub-
mitted to the consideration of the people of
this State was the making of Mr. Colebatch
Premier, and Mr. Ringemill, I think, Colonial
Secrotary. A few remarks have been made
about Mr. Colebateb 's ability by the leader
of the Opposition andi by the member for
Perth; and I am in accord with the expres-
sions of opinion uttered by those gentlemen.
I shouild greatly regret it if we had Mr. Cole-
batch ais Premier. Much has been said
against our present Premier, whom I find a
very reasonable man and one who does his ut-
most to serve the State.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Good intentions!
Mrr. PICKERING : He is full of good in-

tentions. Like other men in the position of
Premier, he may have made some mistakes;
but I prefer seeing the present Premier in
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that position, to the change advocated by the
"West Autain"

Mr. Johnston.- And so say all of us.
Mr. PICKERING: Now, I am trying tot

find the prominent Nationalist who advocated
that proposal in the ''West Australian."

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Hie is there all right.
Mr. Johnston: He is not prominent when

one is looking for him.
Mr, PICKERING: I should like to place

'my hand upon him.
MNr. 0 'Logblen: What would happen if you

didI
Mr. PICKERING: We would have a little

amusement out of him
Hon. P. Collier: There is nothing at all in

it, then?
Mr. PICKERING: Perhaps I migbt be able

to fall into line with a suggestion of the
''West Australian" if that newspaper de-
cided that I ought to have a portfolio; but
so long as I am excluded from these possible
Governments of our morning daily, I must
oppose all of themn. An aspect of the wheat
marketing scheme was animadverted upon by
the leader of the Opposition. The shatter is
one which, naturally, appeals strongly to
members. of the Country party. I assure the
House that when n measure dealing with the
subject 'comes down, I shall not hesitate to
take the stand I took last time, and advocate
the placing of that business in the hands of
the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.

Mr. Lambert: Who expected otherwise?
lion. P. Collier: You have had-instructions

to do that; -you have no choice.
Mr, PICKERING: I shall state why I

favour that course.
Hon. W. C. Angwie: Suppose £15,000, or

£20,000, can he saved if the wheat is handled
by the State; what then?9

Mr. PICKERING: Then I would support
co-operative handling. I consider that all
.the profit made out of the wheat should be
returned to the man who grew the wheat.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: Now the profit goes
to the few.

Mr. PICKERING: Though the leader of
the Opposition said that -we should watch,
this movement with care, and be very sus-
picious ofit

Honm P. Collier: No; not suspicious.
Mr. Green: Vigilant.
Hion. P. Collier: Watch it with great anx-

iety.
Mr. PICKERING: I think that at heart the

leader of the Opposition and members on his
side of the House are in sympathy with the
co-operative movement.

Hon. P. Collier: I Strongly Support CO-
operation.

Mr. PICKERING: I am very glad to hear
it. The Honorary Minister said that, tak-
ing into consideration the cirums8tances, the
wheat had been well and capably handled by
the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., during the past
year. The Government, having had the ex-
perience of two or three systems of handling,
should be in a position to know what the work
is actually worth. If the Government are
prepared to fix a price--it is only fairness
that we wat-I am quite sure the Westralian

Farmers, Ltd., would be prepared to undertake
the work at that price.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I suppose you know
that the Farmers' Mercantile Union have
4,000 or 5,000 shareholdersi

Mr. PICKERING: I believe that is so, but
they are not a co-operative company like the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd., which is one of the
most truly co-operative en~terprises existing
in Australia to-day. That being so, I think
the Government should place the hahldllng of
the wheat with the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.

Hon. P. Collier: All things being equal.
Mr. PICKERING: All things being equal.

If the price is an equitable one, there will be
nto injustice in giving the work to the Wes-
tralian Farmers. I now propose to quote to
the House some particulars of co-operat lire
movements in other countries--

The Royal Commission appointed by the
Saskatchewan Government recommended
cuoperation backed by Government guar-
antees as the solution of the farmers' pro-
blem. The observations of the Comnmis-
sion from investigations in Europe were-
(1) There is i all European countries a
frank and universal recognition of the sup-
remne .importance of agriculture as an in-
dustry as shouwn by (a) Government co-
operation iii education, facilitating credit,
promoting co-operative institutions for
production and distribution nf products.
(b) Sympathetic attitude of urban com-
munities towards agriculture. (c) Active
participation in agricultural affairs by
public-spirited c-itizens and national lead-
ers. The Canadian Government recently
purchased 1,000 Ford tractors, and they
were distributed by the Department o f
Agriculture at cost. The Canadian Govern-
rnent has made a grant of £400,000 per
year for 10 years to promote the develop-
ment of co-operative marketing and mar-
keting of all agricultural produce and to
assist in bringing about better business
methodls in farming. It is recognised that
better farming means better bumsiness to
the community, and better conditions for
the workers. One of the most remarkable
developments in present dlay agricultural
America is the county agen t. He is the
development of the last decade. He is an
appointee of the Department of Agricul-
ture. and there are in the United States
1,400 men and .500 women employed as
county agents, and the Agricultural De-
partment is increasing the number as fast
as men and women with -proper training
can be secured. Their duties are to or-
ganise and conduct or assist in conducting
co-operative buiying associations, co-opera-
tive selling or shipping associations, co-
operative credit associations, labour ex-
change buryeau, egg circles, etc., etc. The
county agent has been described aW, the
Deputy Minister of Agriculture for his par-
ticular dlistrict. The county agent system
is also being introduced in Canada. The
1.14, Federal finance law and its farm loan
schemo has been a great success, and it is
estimnated to have saved the farmers of
the U.S.A. £12,000,000 per annum. The
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U.S.A. Government has been teaching the
farmners the necessity of co-operation in
every field of effort, About 30 years ago
Italy's farmers were practically bankrupt
and universally dissatisfied. Stock was de-
teriorating and land degenerating. To-day
Italy is progressing more rapidly agricul-
turally than even the United States. This
improvement has been effected by co-
operative institutions. There are sonme
1,800 rural banks in Italy. They enjoy
certain rights from the Government as ex -
emption from taxation, etc. The study of
Italian co-operation shows the power of co-
operation to increase the farmer's business
judgment and to encourage thrift, It de-
monstrates that co-operation, far from
weakening the individuality of the farmer,
dcvelops to keener competition and places
a premium upon trustworthiness and pro-
gressiveness. In Ireland, France, Belgium,
and Germany the co-operative movement
is subsidised, some countries have been
going to the extreme and over-capitalising
co-operative institutions, while in Denmark
co-operation is compulsory.

[ have brought those few points before hon.
members in order to illustrate my reason for
supporting the handling of the wheat by the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd., when the measure
deating with the matter comes before the
House.

lion. W. 0. Angwin: But the co-operative
societies in the country do the handling at
the sidings,

Mr. PICKERING: They are included in the
Westralian Farmers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Not at all.
Mr. PICKERING: We have heard a great

deal from the Premier of his desire to assist
the South-West; hut when we get his policy-
on the question, we find it consists more of
platitudes than of anything elsb. From the
member for Perth we heard to-day a con-
demnation of the principle of establishing
jam factories. Whilst I have always been
a revenne tariff man, I have never been a
seeker after the establishment of secondary
industries on a false basis by protection. But
1. do consider that, when the possibility ar-
rives of establishing a jam factory by menans
oif a Stnte loan, we are justiflid in availing
ourselves of that opportunity.

Hon. W. C. Aegwin: The loan will never be
repaid.

Mr. PICKERING: We hope it will be.
R-on, W. C, Angwin: Such a loan has never

yet been repaid.
The Premier: The Government hold ample

s~eerityv.
Mr. PICKERING: The jam factory started

with what was thought to be a good manager.
THe ultimately turned out to have- come from
JTones & Co.'s factory. Our local jam enter-
prise made a considerable quantity of janm,
-ind thait jam was all spoilt by burning. Pos-
sibly the spoiling might have been attribu-
table to intention. At all eveots, it caused
the company a heavy loss and a setback;
though I understand they have now as much
work as they can possibly do. Their business
requires extensions, which they cannot make

except with the assistance of the Govern-
mnit. Are we to allow an industry, which
has been prosperously established, to be
wiped oat in the interests of Jones & Co.? The
member for Perth gave us a lot of those doc-
trines to which we are already accustomed,
and which we highly appreciate; but we have
to bear in mind that if we allow Jones &
Co., because they come here temporarily, by
dumping, to swamp all our secondary indus-
tries-

lion. W. C. Angwiu: The Government find
the money, the Government should be in
control. -

Mr, PICKERING: I do not think there
will be objection raised to that. Is the memt-
ber for North-East 'Frtinantle desirous of
killing this industeyT

Hon. W. C. Angwia:. Not at all; but let
the Government control it.

Mr. PICIKERING: I am perfectly certain
that the company would be willing to have
an appointee of the Government on their
committee of management. However, I am
strongly opposed to any attempt to kill out
this young industry, which may save our or-
chardists. When I asked what the Govern-
ment were going to do with the fruit indus-
try this year, I was laughed at. On this
quiestion the Governor's Speech says-

The fruit industry, though suffering
severely from restricted markets, on ac-
count of lack of shipping facilities, is de-
v'eloping satisfactorily; and when normal
conditions return, the greatly increased
yield of prime fruits will mean much added
wealth to the State. Last season's fruit
yield reached the fine total of nearly
1,400,000 bushels, being an increase of about
6007000 bushels as compared with the out-
put of four years ago.

That is very interesting, bnt it does not say
what is to be done with the unfortunate
growers who are producing the fruit.

Sitting suspended from 1.15 to 2.30 p.m.

Mr. PICKERING: Before lunch T was
dealing with the difficulties which concern the
fruit industry. These difficulties are generally
considered to be almost impossible of solution.
The growers have had tinder coosideration. the
possibility of adopting a pool scheme as a way
o,,t, hut unfortunately they are disunited, the
obstacles are so great, and the experiences of
lnst senson go far towards convincing me of
the futility of this proposal. There are possibly
directions in which the Government could
assist, for instance, iii the way of supplying
cases at a redluced cost. 'We have the assur-
ance of the 'Minister for Lands that the or-
chard tax will not be reimposed, but I hope the
Minister in charge of this indlustry wvill take
into consideration the advisability of using
his expert fruit officer to formulate some
scheme to dispose of the fruit, enid if this is
done some goodl will result. The development
of the South-West involves another aspect, and
that is, a bacon factory. It will be remembered
that the Minister for Industries produced in
this House a plan showing a bacon factory
which was to cost £3,000, but the Minister did
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not say what would be the possible amiount of
capital required for the flotation of a factory.
Seeing that the amount estimated is not to ex-
ceed £3,000, a further £3,000 if found by the
co-operative company should he suifficient capi-
tal to place such a factory on a workable basis.
With a view to starting a factory at Ilussel-
ton, I made application to the Minister for In-
dustries, and as a result of certain Correspond-
ence T. ana told by the Minister in charge that
it requires £E12,000 to start a co-operative bacon
factory at Busselton.

The Attorney General: You were not told
that by mne.

Mr. PICKERING: If this is the sort of
delusion that is to he held up to the people it
is a disgrace to the Government. We offered
to put up money on the pound for pound basis
as suggested by the .1Minister for Industries.
At Busselton there happens to be located the
original butter factory which is now vacant,
and I placed the suggestion before the Minis-
ter that this factory might be made available
at the lowest possible Cost for utilisation as a
bacon factory. But I am assured by the Min-
ister that it would be cheaper to put up a new
building rather than alter the old building
to suit the requirements of the bacon factory.
But, seeing that it is so costly to put up new
buildings, and I speak with knowledge, -and
I believe the butter factory having been de-
signed somewhat on the lines of a bacon fac-
tory could be so altered at a sum which would
be far below that estimated by the MAinister.
I ant not going to be downhearted on the sub-
ject because of the opinions of the member
for Perth in regard to secondary industries.
I hope the Minister for Industries will go Care-
fully into this question of the old factory being
made available for the purpose of a bacon fac-
tory at Busselton. I si assured by the Works
Department that the building is to be pulled
down, and the material utilised in other direc-
tions. I1 think that the building should be re-
ported on by officers of the department and if
found possible of adaptation it could surely be
utilised for the purpose which I have indicated.
Coining to the development of the South-West,
I am in accord with the cutting uip of the
conntry on the lines advocated by the Country
party. This policy was formulated shortly
after its advent and consists, in so far as the
South-West is Concerned, 'of small farms in
group areas improved before selection. The
member for Northami (Hon. J. Mitchell) is of
opinion that lie was the father of this par-
ticular policy. He may have been, but I am
net cognisaut of it. But the first policy of
the Country party was in this direction, and
the Government should make the land avail-
able at the lowest possible price on long dated
terms. I would suggest for very Careful Con-
sideration that as soon as possible the intro-
doction of pure bred dairy stock under a cap-
able manager. At the present time we have a
capable manager at the Brunswick State Farm,
which is eminently suited ' for a stud dairy
farm, and I am sure if ho was placed in charge
of pure bred stock, good would result. I hope
the Government will not look on it as a scheme
for breeding stud stoclk for sale to those who
ian afford'to purchase -lqewhere. What I want

to do is to have the stock sold out to the smnall
dairy farmners. at the lowest possible price onl
favourable terms, it being at the same time
worked onl such lines as to make it a payable
proposition to the Government Comning to the
question of finance, I should say I approach
this matter with much trepidation. We hiave
had a very capable address fromi the leader of
the Opposition and a brilliant oration from the
member for Perth, and one must view with a
certain amount of diffidence handling a ques-
tion of this nature. I &in in accord with what
the member for Perth stated as to the outlook
immiedlintely Confronting tile State, but I do
not altogether take such a hopeless view as be
did. If we refer to the past history of the
world we find that there have been dlark times
at all periods of war, but that the recovery
from its dlire effects has been speedier than was
anticipated by the most optimistic. I have,
therefore, not that hopeless outlook for W~est-
ern Australia with our magnificent resources,
and[ I believe when tlie war is over there will
be a general denuand for all that we are able
to produce, and it will force the development of
shipping and the utilisation of ensuing ton-
nage to carry to the markets all that we pr-
duce. Germany, Austria, and all the ... n1T1.
po'vers of Europe have their resources seine-
what depleted, and they are not doing anything
with their country in the way of production
and harvest, Which must necessarily increase
tho demiand. And although we may be fight-
ig them tooth and nail at this -moment, at the
end of the war wye shall not be able to refuse
to supply them with produce necessary f6r
sustenance. Those countries that have ship-
ping u-ill probably use it in taking to the
market the things which we wNish to dispose of.
1 believe wye should exercise the utmnost pos-
sible retrenchment and impose additional
'taxation if inevitable, but I believe it
is absolutely essential that there AlouldJ
be anl opportunity afforded the House at
the earliest possible date to discuss our relations
with the Federal Government, mnore especially
the finanicial relations. Although we are not
able to guess what may happen in two years,
we mnight get in readiness for it. Thec losses
wec sustained through -Federation are incal-
culable, and we should do our best to bring
into being a scheme whichi is more satisfactory
to the State. When the Estimates come before
the House I hope the Government will be pre
pared to make a staight-out statement as to
what they intend to do, and in what direction
taxation will lie. That is the time to discuss
the serious financial ontlook of Western Aus-
tralia. T should like to touch briefly on the
Verniin Bill. There are boards fin my district
which are not included as vermin boards, and
T should like to know if the powers contained
in the Bill allow boards to be so included be-
fore the Bill becomes law in the Legislative
Council. There are several boards in my dis-
trict which are free from the dingo, and they
protest against being included in vermin
boards. There are other boards outside the
district which are infested witb dlingoes and
which are not included in vermin hoards, and
they naturally object whilst free from dingoes
to pay- rates for their extinction whilst in-
fested beards are exempt. There should be
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uanited action in this r-egard. The boards in
thle South- West should be prepared to assist
those that are better able to :fight the rabbits
in their brother's territory than in their own.
There is a readiness throughout the district I
represent to fall into line, provided the Cov-
ernaint bring in a truly national view of the
matter, and make every roads board a com-
pulsory vermin board. If that is done the
position will be relieved and -the rates will be
reduced. I am glad to note from the Premier
that he is introducing a Bill to deal with the
forests of Western Australia. Itt is a Bill
which is coming from the hands of the Coil-
servator of Forests. Whilst every member is
prepared to concede that the Conservator is
a very able man, they must also concede that
is experience in Western Australia is limited.
There are conditions pertaining to Western
Australia that do not pertain to such places
as Sierra Leone or other countries where lie
has performed such duties. I hope the Premnier
will see that the measure is broad-minded, end
if he does not I shall be one of those to oppose
the measure. Another question which is of
vital importance to the State is that of the
oil industry. The prospects of finding oil in
Western Australia, I am convinced from what
I have read recently in a report, are more
favourable than in any part -of Australia, and
that at Busselton, Pingelly, and Esperanice, it
is demonstrated we bare in Western Australia
the best prospects for petroleum.

Mr. O'Iieghlen: Mr. English did not say so.
Mr. PICKERING: No, but ether gentlemen

of authority have said so. If oil really doesc
exist, it is worth the Government's while to
do something to develop it. If we did find
petroleum in Western Australia, it would lift
the debt from our shoulders in a very short.
space of time. Therefore, the Government
should be prepared to give some assistance to
prospect for it. Considerable help has been
given to the mining industry, but the discovery
of gold could, never do what the discovery of
oil would do for Western Australia. Another
question I desire to touch upon is that of the
railway grades in the south-western part of the
State. It is very evident that one of the con-
tributory causes of the losses sustained by our
railways is the impossible grades wrhichi exist
in the South-West,' and to some extent in other
Larts of the State. When Mr. Eddy was
appointed Commissioner of Railways in. New
South Wales he insisted upon the Government
finding a sunm of money for the re-gradine of
the -railway line. This work was carried out
and the. result was that from being a losing
proposition, the railway system there wvas made
a. remunerative one. The haulage along our
South-Western line is nothing like what it
should be under normnal conditions; it is cost-
ing much more to haul small loads than it
would cost to haul larger loads. This is a vital
question and should be attended to promptly
hy the (loverramenit with a view of enabling
the railways to become a payable proposition.
With -regard to the question of the management
of the rail-ways, I do not know whether T am
to welcome or not the suggestion that three
cmmnissioners should be appointed. If *they
are appointed, however, the appointments
should not be on the lines suaggested by the

miember for Guildford (Mr. Davies). That
would certainly be .a calamity. If it
is decided to have three commissioners,
the appointment should be made on sound
lines. A good deal has been said against
the present Commissioner of Railways. I
have never meet this official, but I say that
if any person ca.n make tile railways of time
State pay, lie is worth £20,000 n year. We
have h-ad railways built all over the -nun-
try irrespective of requirements and thens we
binnie a man because bie cannot o what is
impossible. The manm is not bornl who eau
make our railway system pay. A good deal
of imjmstiee hasy been done to thle Ipresent
Commissioner in that respect. I consider that
we should devote somec attention to develop-
ing the unused lands adjacent to existing
railways. There are miles of land close to
railway lines which should be opened up,
and so that they might be utilised I would
suggest the imposition of anl unimproved
land tax to force time owners to bring that
land into occupation. It is a disgrace to se
so much territory uuused and we would be
justified in imposing such a tax. Another
mnatter to which I wish to allude is the ex-
isting price of leather. This commodity is
used to a considerable extent in connuection
with farming eud I do not think there is
any justification, in view of the great quan-
tity of leather which is in Australia to-day,
for thle price to be as high as it is. The
Government should take a hand in this di-
rection and see whether an alteration can. be
brought about. The price of Australian
brandy also is one of those things for which
there does not appear to be any justification.
Can anyone tell me why thle price should
hare advanced 100 per cent.? It has had a
better market since the war and there does
not appear to be any good reason for ad-
vancing the price. The question of pro-
hibition should have been referred to by the
Government

Mr. 0 Loghlen: Have they not enough
troubles?

Mr. PICKERING: What I object to is
haviiig these things forced on individual
members of Parliament. The proper scheme
would be to have a referendum of the peo-
ple. and see what they have to say, about it.
Prohibition would not affect me in the least
because I never consulme liquor here.

Mr. Brown: How much outside?
Mr. PICKERING: Very little outside, and

T defy the hon. member to prove anything
to the contrary. I am prepared to accept the
voice of the people on this question. An-
other matter too, about which I would like
seine information is in regard to the ques-
tion of the property of enemy suibjcts3. 'What
is hapeming to the property of the Strolitz
Bros. and others?

Hlon. P. Collier: It is in a state of sus-
pension.

Mr. PICKERING: Who is drawing the re-
venue from these properties? It may be-said
that this is a Federal matter, but when the
Government have these thiugs brought be-
fore them they should investigate them and
report to the Federal Government. I would
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intern every German and all who are of
German descent and confiscate their pro-
perty until we saw what Germany intended
to do with the property we have in Germany,
and the rents which we derived could be
used to pay the costs of internment.

Hon. P. Collier: How does Fritz Lange
come to be at large?

Mr. PICKERING: I hope the opportunity
will be given to hon. members to discuss this
subject by way of motion during the ses-
sion. I think I have touched briefly upon all
matters to which I intimdled to refer, though
I had overlooked one matter when speaking
on the political situation as commented on
by the ''West Australian.'' That news-
paper suggested that Mr. Kingemill should
be Colonial Secretary and that Mr. Mitchell
should be Minister for Lands. Much as I
esteem Mr. Kingsznill and Mr. Mitchell, I
do not know that we would be justified in
thrusting these honours upon those gentle-
men. It seems to me that judging from the
publication of correspondence with regard
to the appointment of a Minister for Lands,
the gentleman concerned, Mr. Mitchell, must
have given his consent to that publication,
and it looks as if it were possible that the
gentleman concerned had something to do
with the leading Nationalist who gave all
the information.

Mr. Thomson: Do not suggest anything
like that, it is impossible.

Mr. PICKERING: - There arc others to be
considered besides the ''West Australian"'
in the formation of a Government of the
nature suggested and if any hon. member
thinks he is going to force matters by using
the columns of the ''West Australian,'' he
is making a wrong calculation.-

Mr. O'LOGIILEN (Forrest) [2.55]: 1 sup-
pose it is the customary practice to devote
a little tune to the 'consideration of the
Address-in-reply. Some reformers are ad-
vocating the abolition of this practice and
there is no doubt that there are many
matters discussed and brought under the
notice of members and Ministers which by
the very fact of their discussion tends to-
wards progress. We have to-day listened to
a particularly able speech delivered by the
member for Perth (Air. Pilkington). We
may not agree with all his deductions, but
at any rate he has focussed attention on
what is Western Australia's most pressing
problem. It is difficult to arouse interest in
the Address-in-reply debate. This very ses-
sion opened in an atmosphere of gloom. You,
Mr. Speaker, have been here something like
two decades. T have been here for A Period
of 10 years and I do not think that either
you or I have ever known such a lack of
interest in the opening proceedings. We
had dozens of empty chairs which before
had always been filled by curious people
anxious to see bow Parliament was being
carried on. The atmosphere of depression
noticeable here on the opening day exists
throughout the State. It can be traced to
the one thing, finance. I am not going to
join the member for Gascoyne and others
in blamning Federation for the whole of the

ills from which the body politic is suffering
at the present time. Federation has played
a fairly prominent part, but we would be
shirking our responsibility if we were to say
that Federation is wholly responsible for our
troubles. Again, we are not doing a fair
thing if we cling to the hope that we are
going to get a better deal from the Federal
authorities. I am quite convinced that the
per capita arrangement will go by the board
when the time expires. The Commnwealth
to-day, as well as the State, is i!' a desperate
financial position with its appalling
National debt which is being built uip
and it is almost impossible to coum-
prehiend how that debt is to be paid.
Look at the war expenditure. To that,
there can be no valid objection. But I want
to make a protest against the costs of admin-
istration which are daily increasing. There
are no attempts being made at economy by
the Federal authorities. 1 have here a state-
i,,ent which was given to me by one of our
Federal members only a few days ago to the
effect that the war loans raised in Australia,
including War Savings certificates amount
to £149,000,000, the war loans raised in Eng-
land £47,000,000 and the deferred pay to 30th
June, 1917, to £9,370,000, a total of
£205,870,000. Up to the 30th June, 1918, in-
terest and sinking fund on war loans amounted
to £15,960,000 and for war pensions £ 4,050,000
These figures represent the expenditure in pre-
vious yeaws and, of course, arc annual and in-
creasing char-ges. The amount paid out of re-
venue for repatriation Up to the present is
£450,000. That only represents the commence-
ment of what will ultimately, prove to be an
expenditure running into a great many inu-
lions. As can be imagined it is difficult to say
at any moment what the war has cost particui-
larly in respect of the maintenance of troops
in the field, which cost in the first place has
been borne by the British Government and ac-
counts have yet to be rendered. It shows that
tme total war expenditure hans reachied the sum
of £205,000,000 and still there is a very large
account to be rendered by the British Govern-
nient. The Federal Government will be at their
wits' end to devise ways and means of meeting
the annual interest ehas-ges. It also reacts on
the State. The State Government are faced
with increasing responsibilities and no loop-
hole of escape, because even if thme present
Treasurer cuts everything to the bone and im-
poses additional taxation I believe the- cost of
the upkeep of Western Australia will be so
great is to lead inevitably to uniflcation. Mem-
bers hold tip their hands in holy horror at the
p)rospect, but the position is getting so des-
perate that some radical change will have to
be brought about, and personally I think the
timie is not far distant when the Federal Gov-
ermnent will be obliged to step in unless we
can show our ability to maintain ourselves by
putting into practice a policy that will bring
about the desired alteration.

Mr. Pickering: Only just now you were
deelaiming against the policy of the Federal
Government.

Mr.. O'LOGHLjEN: I am not enamoured of
their policy, and I would he reluctant to give
additional power to a Government that; per-
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hap;, have not always used their power wisely,
but I am sorely afraid that there is no alter-
native to that course. If bon. members persist
in saying that we are going to recuperate to
so marked an extent and that the potentiali-
ties of the coaatry-whieb successive Governors
in their official speeches are so fond, of refer-
ring ta-are so great that we are going to pull
ourselves out of the financial mud, I say we
should be childish to attach too much import-
ance to such statements. Our position in West-
ern Australia is that we bare too small a popu-
lation and there are great difficulties in the
way of increasing it at any marked rate owing
to the fact that our industries cannot absorb
the Inert. In other words we have not so rich a
State as seine of us thought a few years ago.
The Commonwealth are preparing to go on the
market for another hig loan, and no doubt the
patriotismn of Australian mnoney-lenders will be
such that the amount required will bc sub-
scribed. I wish to refer to the lack of pat-
riotisma evinced in some quarters in respect of
the last loan. Subscribers were offered the al-
ternative of taking up stock at five per cent.
suibject to taxation or at 4y_2 per cent. free
from income tax. It was noticeable, that a very
small proportion went in for thaE portion of
the loan subject to taxation, which shows that
they had a good dleal of foresight if not of
patriotism. lint what can we think of some of
the big Australian journals such as the Sydney
'Morning Herald" and the Sydney "Daily

Telegraph'1 which were asked to give the loan
a boost and which responded by charging the
Government 27s. per inch for advertising
space! It is as well to ask what spirit of
Patriotism prompted the proprietors of those
big journals to charge the people of the coun-
try 27s. per inch for advertising spate? Coin-
ing to our Own position, the great trouble lies
in getting our lands Satisfactorily settled. We
have heard a good deal about the difficulty of
getting soldiers on to our land, the enormious
expenditure necessary in order to settle what
the Premier describes as a prosperous yea-
mnanry.

The Premier: That is Lord Forrest's term,
not ]nine.

Mr. 0'LOGHl~EN: Well let it pass. The diffi-
culty is that in Western Australia, we have not
the variety of resources nor the uniformity of
Aandl which they have in the Eastern States. One
is not decrying Western Australia when he says
that the soil here is particularly patchy and
that we have to gridiron the country with rail-
ways in order to secure a. small proportion of
settlement. Mfuch of the land which the niem-
lier for Sussex referred to just now as not
beinig utilised along the railways, is absolutely
harreci and will remain so until the chemist can
find a solution. We wyere told that there are
on the hands of the Agricultural Bank 793
abandioned farms, and the report of the in-
spector indicates that only 35 of those can be
recommended for soldier settlement.

The Attorney General: That is mainly on
account; of remoteness from railway lines. One
qualificeation is that they mnst he wvithin a cer-
tain radius of the railway.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T take it that a fairly
large number df them aire in close proximity
to the railways. Although in the South-West

we have a great manmy patches of excellent
land we have also down there considerable
stretches of inferior country. In Western Aus-
tralin, as the member for Perth has pointed
out, wre are dependant on four or five principal
primary industries, wheat, gold, wool and tim-
ber, and of cenu-se our local coal, which has
been of considerable use and wmhieh will be a
permanent asset. Although not of the same
quality a.s that mined in other States, it is
there in unlimited quantities. It has helped
the State throughi many a difficulty and will
do so again in the future. Coming to those
industries which have been the source of our
prosperity in the past we find, as the member
for Perth pointedl ant, that wheat-growing has
not been altogether profitable train the State
point of view. The Department of Agriculture
has been obliged to literally shovel mioney into
the agricultural districts to get the industry
etablished. Providence has taken a hand, we
have had bad years, and at the present junc-
ture it is difficult to know exactly what the
wheat market will be in the future. Thie
British Government arc not enthusiastic about
purchasing the supplies that have been pro-
duceed, and none of us can forecast what the
future has in store.

'Mr. Maley: I do not believe the statamnent
that the British Government will not purchase
tme u-heat.

Mr. 0 'LOGUTLEN: Caiuing, as it does, from
the Treasurer I must believe it.

The M.Ninister for Mines: They may require
the wheat anid still may niot be enthusiastic
about buying it just now.

Air. O'LOGHLEN: Even if they require the
whea~t now, the point is to be enasideredl
w-hether in the years to come, seeing that we
are so far remote from markets, we can com-
pete with other countries who also bare gone in
for whbeat production. There are big possi-
bilities to be opened up in the eastern coun-
tries, such as Java and other places with their
teemning populations, and if we can popularise
the consumiption of our flour n there we
Occupy an exceptionall1y advantageous position
geographically. I believe we could do some-
thing in that direction. But wheat at present
is not offering any great promise of getting
the Governnmnt out of their difficulty. We are
told in the Governor's Speech that mining is
fairly satisfactory at present. I do not think
any hon. member can agree with that. Mining
to-day is uiider a cloud. Many of the pro-
nming fields at a few years ago are now
deserted. There is nothing more disheart-
ening tihan an abandoned mining field
wvith its evidences of decay. Personally I be-
lieve that mnore depends on the administration
of the Minister for Mines than that of ay
other 'Minrister. In. the past, gold was the
magnet that attracted the world to Western
Australia, and gold and oil u-ill do it again.
We know we have the gold. Oil has not yet
been definitely discovered as a commercial pro-
position within our borders, hut I believe that
the oneniug up of another goldfield would
entirely solve our difficulties. That gold, T
believe, is in the countVr, and no effort should
be spared to locate it, because it w~ould again
attract people fromi all parts of the world.
We have the mineral belt, and by wise adarinis-
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tration of public funds it would tend to help
us out of our difficulty.

Mr. Maley: Then there is the lead mining.
Mr. 0 'LOGrULEN: Gold mining has been

the prineilhal industry in this State in the past.
Lead mining will do something, but not on
the same scale as gold. Apart from the iniung
prosp~ects, the pastoral industry to-day is in a
prosperous condition, Timber is another prim-
ary industry that has been under , a cloud.
Owing to lack of shipping the export trade
was given a knock-out blow. There are now
signs of a revival, and the £70,000 or £30,000
per annum lost to the railways through the
collapse of the timber industry should soon
begin to return; because the demand for our
timber is so keen in the Eastern States, where
they have practically no suitable timber, that
provided a little shipping could be secured the
men operating in our timber forests would soon
be on a good financial. wicket. Some criticism
has been levelled at the Minister for Industries
because of his real in establishing new indus-
tries. The member for Perth took him to task,
I think, rather severely, anad pointed out that
he was doing no good and even some harm.
No mnatter whether this is viewed front the
point of the fiscal atheist, the rabid freetrader,
or the fanatical protectionist, although we are
in a country dependent on primary prodluc-
tion, primary production does not offer
sufficient scope for our State to build
itself up ainy great place in the Commonwealth.
Primary production does not offer employ-
meat to the 25,000 ex-service men tile Agent
General was Speaking about. I admit it will
do wonders provided the Reasons are goad and
other circumstances not adverse, hut if we can
develop secondary industries, all honour to the
Government or to the individual Minister en-
deavouriug to do it. However; difficulties are
cropping up and should be mect. The mnember
for Perth referred to jam. I have a vivid re-
collection of the starting of a jam factory in
the South-West. We had the fruit, we had the
men andi we had the money,, and with Govern-
ment assistance a start was made at Donny-
brook, and attempts wdre umade elsewhere also.
The difficulty was that as a commercial pro-
position it could not compete against Jones &
Co. of Hobart. The people of Western Aus-
tralia- are not so patriotic that they will pay
2d. per lb. more for Wetern Australian jam
than they will for Jones & Co.'s production.
The whole of the difficulty can be traced back
to Federation and to the lack of co-ordination
in the industrial system in Australia. Some of
us who have given attention to this subject
have been contending for a considerable time
that the Federal Arbitration Court should not
bie limited in its jurisdiction, that it should be
given power to make awards in various pnrts of
Australia, beyond the boundaries of any onet
State. That would then bring the conditions
into harmony with those existing else-
where. It is a weakness in the Amer-
ican system just as it is in ours.
There the manufacturers rule. If any-
thing is in the road it is bought out. If a man
stands in the road he is put out of the road.
But in America the States compete for indus-
tries, and the State that has the lowest stand-
ard of industrial order is the State that gets

the capitalist to coma along and start indus-
tries. The bad employer does not want to be
troubled with organisations, arbitration courts,
or trades unions. He only wants to be left
alon1e, like the burglar. 11L Australia that saime
condition has cropped up, but not quite to the
samne extent as in, America. We have kept our
Fe'deral Constitution on the Amierican model.
I do not blamne any of those brilliant intellects
which drafted that Constitution. 'They could
not ace too tar ahead of themselves, though
they did well. We have noticed the difficulties
Of the System, and have been trying to alter it.
Until we alter it Western Australia will) be
lmriiiatteltiy at a disadvantage. We have no
uiiorut industrial laws. In Tasmania there
was no standard fixed at all. They have had
a hybrid. systemn of wages boards in operation
there, and up to two years ago able-bodied
men in Tasmiania were working in the timber
industry at 6s. Od. a day. When we come to
compete with Tasmania in the jam industry,
bor instance, we find that three men can be
emiiployed there for what it takes to employ
Ono iii Western Australia. We are not able to
compete with them because our standard is
higher. What is the remedy? Does the remedy
lie iLL reducing our standard to that of Tas-
mania, or in giving power to some tribunal to
bring the Tasmaniao standard up .to ours I It.
is trite that the sea freight operates against
J1ones & Co. of Tasmania, for they have to pay
±reigltt on all janis that are sent to this
State. That in itself affords us some protec-
tion. When inter-State freetrade was brought
about as a barrier, and the border line of the
different States was swept awayp it meant that
Western Australia, being comparatively speak-
ig a new State, and not having any secondary
industries, was all the time under the domina-
tion, and subject to the dumping of Eastern
manufacturers. That might give us cheaper
comtmodities in some Ways. Unless We can
establish local industries as a check upon this
the tine is not far distant when jams and
other things will be forced up to an inordinate
CXteU1t. Oiur suggestion has been for the last
few years, ever since we detected this weak-
ness, that one big industrial tribunal of Aus-
tralia should be given power to say to the em-
ployer, or manufacturer, in Tasmania, "'Your
etanudard is low in comparison with Western
Australia. You must improve that standard
and] your conditions so as to give the struggling
industries in that State a fighting chance of
getting on their feet." Tho position can be
overcome. If we are going to fix our standard
atid take a pride in its being comparatively
htigh we are not going to get people patriotic,
enouigh to cottsnme our local product at a
higher cost than those produced by Jones & Co.
and others. I do not know that any amount
of Government subsidy will permanently over-
comne the difficulty. We were unfortunate in
Western Australia in that, when Federation
catite about, we had not felt our feet as a,
manufacturimng State. It is questionable
whether we shall feet our feet for a long timne,
despite the zeal and energy of the Minister
for Industries.

Mr. Troy: We have had boot factories in
this4 State.
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Mr. O'LOOHTLEN: But owing to the same
conditions we have not been able to hold them.

Mr. Trioy: Why?
Mr. 0 'LOGIHLEN: We have not been able

to hoeld then, largely on account of the bettor
equipment of the older established factories in
the Eastern, States, and because, in some cases,
the lower wages and worse conditions, which
have absolutely annihilated our industries
here.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Some of our iuns-
tHis have held out because of the better
quality of goods produced.

Mr. O'IaOGHLEN: I am afraid that quality
has gone by the board of late. It is difficult
for us to put timber on the market in the
Eastern States at anything like the same0
prie it can be put on the market from Tas;-

mnania. Our standard is comparatively high,
and we want to keep it high rather thain go
dIown to thc lower standard of the other
States.. If the workers ask for a little ad-
vace in wages, they are immediately told

that they are not taking a patriotic stand.
Thecre is no State in Australia which has stood
still to the same extent as Western Austra-
lia. In every industry in the Eastern States
the employees have secured an increase to
compeinsate for the higher cost of living. The
Minister for Industries a few days ago made
a suggestion regarding the establishment of
woollen mnills. I brought tinder the notice of
the Government the best site for such a mill.
Mty constituents, for the time being, in Collie
pointed out that they had all the natural ad-
vantages which would lend suiccess to the
venture. T suppose the matter is largely in
the clouds at -present. I notice from the
Minister's observations in the paper this
miorning-and they are significant-that even
if hie was prepared to launch out in woollen
mills to-day, the machinery could not be s-
cured. Macblueri can be obtained for Japan
but not for Australia. I. put this to the mem-
ber for Perth (Mr. Pilkington). It will not
he lone before we in Australia awaken, to
the fact that it is difficult for us to hold any
industry.

The Attorney General: And Jones' jamis
will be made in Japan.

Mr. O'LOGFLEFN: I know that many coni-
modities in daily use in Australia will be put
on the miarket by means of labour which has
cost 2d. a day, against which. our Australian
workers cannot possibly compete. Twenty
years ago Japan was an insignificant country
and comparatively Uinknown in the industrial
world, but since that time she has been copy-
ing Western methods and sat at the foot of
tlhe Western World, so to speak. To-day
Japan is equipped industrially and in this
awful conflict, which is deluging Europe,
thiere has been no sacrifice of man power from
that country. She is conserving her man-
power and building factories, and making a
bid for the world's trade. She is practically
in control of the Pacific, and if our states-
men could tell the public what they know,
they would awaken to the seriousness of the
position. At all events that would be ai good
thing for the people of Australia to know.
Our friends to-day may be our foes to-
morrow- That Eastern nation has nothing

n -dinion wit tlus, inideals or in any other
way, and if they do Pot conic in as a belli-
gereunt power, they can, by a peaceful pene-
tration,, cripple our industries Unless the
tariff wall, which is objected to by the mem-
ber for Perth, is raised a little higher.

lion. P1. Collier: You will be getting "'Han-
rard'' raided for a remark like that.

Mrl,. O'LOGFHLEN: There is nothing ob-
jcctionnhble in those remarks.

Hon. P1. Collier: The, authmorities will not
.allow them. -

Mr. O'LOGHLLEN: 'The Federal Govern-
nueat for the last two years, if not reluctant
to doa so, have, at all events, been prevented
from miaking any alteration in the-tariff. I
put it to the Minister for Industries, who is
starting industries here, that unless there is
some shelter and protection given for the
goods manufactured in Australia, the exist-
ence of many of our industries will be threat-
eited. It is impossible for uts to successfully
compete against a country which has no par-
ticular standard of wages, or any standard
of living as we understand it.

Mr. Troy: Can we not effect changes in
the Federal Parliament?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We are hopeful that
the Federal G-overnmnent will come to the res-
cue of Western Australian finances and give
'is a good agreement. My opinion is that
they will take what we are getting n ow.
I do not think there is any hope of getting
better concessions. T am prepared to hope
that the Federal Government will stand up
for the interests of Australian factories and
industries when the crisis comes. It is ye-
narkable that Japan should be capturing

the trade in Australia that Germany had
previously.

Mr. Troy: And which Britain had pre-
viously.

Hon. P. Collier: She is opening banks with
capital from the Eastern States.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We hear a lot about
the visits of commercial men to Australia. I
do not strongly object to the presence of a
few pack men. but I do object to seeing comn-
modities brought in~to Australian homes to
the detrimnt of those whmo are employed in
Australian industries, and every one knows
that, in the building up of the Commonwealth,
this is going to be a big problem. To over-
come that to a certain extent the Minister
for Industries is about to launch out in the
ship-building trade. I have no particular ob-
jection. to that. We have built wooden ships
in the past and there is no reason why we
should not do so again. Objection has been
taken to private individuals being fortified
with Government money, and, if a profit is
made, to the fact that it is going to be made
largely on the expenditure of £30,000 of
Government money. If we get the industry
I suppose we can overlook that. I object to
the method by which the Federal Government
are controlling this particular contract. Mr.
Hughes has drawn up a hard and fast agree-
ment, an unalterable one, in which he pro-
vides for certain conditions which will not be
accepted to-day by many of the skilled
trades. The agreement provides for the dilu-
tion of labour and piece work, and contains
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many other provisions which are foreign to
oulr various agreements and arbitration
awards, instead of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment allowing the company to do the
negotiating. That company got a higher price
for the building of those ships oil the ground
that the wages were higher and the conditions
better in Western Australia. That was the ar-
gument. advanced for the higher price. Had
the employees of the various trades been
allowed to negotiate with the company,
everything would have been' satisfactorily
fixed up. I do ntot know why the Prime Min-
ister's department should send a men speci-
ally over here, who was not well equipped for
the mission, with the object of trying to get
the men to sign the new agreement, and to
set up one body of workers against another.
The whole arrangement could have been sat-
isfactorily made with the enlployers here,
and I am hopeful that it will be fixed before
long. I wish success to the venture. To a
great extent we have the materials here, but
I understand the cost will be slightly added
to through the importation of a great deal of
the machinery required. Judging by the
success attending upon the despatch of
wooden ships from America to Australia, this
ship-building site should become a permanent
one. Wooden ships have gone to the Eastern
States recently from San Francisco, and have
carried tbe goods at a remarkably low rate.
One ship recently made a record trip for that
type of vessel, and the indications are that
the industry in this State will become a per-
imanent one. Reference has been made to the
open door of the Farmers and Settlers' Asso-
ciation. The leader of the Opposition said he
helieved them to be an unsophisticated lot.
The open door is alt right in its way. Many
things happened at a conference which it is,
perhaps, unwise for the public to know- about.
T am not ashamed of anything I have ever
done at any conference I have attended.
There is some distinction between the Labour
conference and the Association conference.
The conference, which was referred to as
having been held behind closed doors, was
so held because we have a hostile Tresa
against us. Three of our members, including
the leader of the Opposition, were fined, the
fine in the case of the leader of the Opposi-
tion being £25, for saying something. We
had not this £;25 to pay and have to be very
careful.
. Mr. Tcesdale: You admit you were saying

things?
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We have to say someI

things, and it would be wise if the Prime
Minister would allow the people of Australia
to say a little mnore. It would certainly lead
to a better position in Australia.

Mr. Munsie: We do not admit that ammy-
timing the leader of the Oppos3ition said justi-
fled this fine.

Mr. Teesdale- You do not agree, surely, with
what the Qneensland Minister for Justice
sai d?

hir. O'LOGHIEN: I do not say that I
agree with this man or with that man. At
times it is necessary for people to discuss
delicate questions,

lIon. AV. C. Angwin: The doors were not
closed to representatives only,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: They were open to sup-
porters of the movement and others who were
interested. The Employers' Federation will
not allow us into their mneetings, to find out
their plans. It would be remarkable if they
did. What surprises me is that those men
who at one time were with the Labour party,
have raised the most objection. They know,
with their experience of industrial and poli-
tical history in Australia, that it is never
wise to let the opposition Press get hold of
all one's plans and proposals. I read in a
Kalgoorlie paper the other day that the meat-
her for Guildford (Mr. Davies) said that we
mnet in the Savoy hotel because Mr. Ryan
refused to sit anywhere else than in a good
hotel. What is it? I have the newspaper
cutting dealing with the subject. TAr. Ryan
had nothing to do with the arrangement. At
some gatherings the opent door may be alt
right, but I believe there arc times in the his-
tory of every party and every movement
when it is not wise that the whole of the
plans and discussions should be made public.
Hlowever, each party can take the responsi-
bilitv for themselves. The Forestry Ril nut-
lined by the Minister for Industries has been
wanted for many years past. On that sub-
ject I desire merely to express the same opin-
ion as the member for Sussex has uttered,
that if certain of the ideas which Mr. Lane-
Poole advocates are given effect in that Bill,
it will meet with strenuous opposition. Mr,
Lane-Poole is a very capable man and highly
efficient in his calling, hut he is not yet ae-
elimatised here. Subject to the elimination
of the provisions I have in view, the Bill
may get a fairly easy passage. I do not
mnake that remark by way of a threat, but I
speak from my knowledge of what the con-
servative thinks about the hewing of timber,
and I spunk, as one representing 2,000 timber
hewvers, 1,500 of whom have left the industry
in order to go to the Front. They will want
to take up the broad axe again on their re-
turn. The broad axe represents their only
calling; they will not work for a boss; they
will not work for wages; and those hewers
have as muchel right to resume their calling
of tihibur hewing as a lawyer has to follow
his particular profession. If any such at-
tempt is made in the Bill-and T understand
the attempt is to be mnade--it will meet withl
strenuous opposition frein some of us. In
other respects, I believe the Bill will be
fought by some of the timber companies.
The measure mean s another drain on
the Treasury;, but the ultimate benefits
to be secured from the timber induitry will
justify the expenditure, especially in view
of the fact that for the past 25 yeam-s the
whole of the money derived from the industry
has gone into revenue, not a penny of it being
put back into the forests. I have spoken so
often on this subject that I need not dwell on
it now. I wish to say a few words on the price
fixing boards of the Federal and State Gov-
ernments, partly because it seems to delight
certain members whenever those bodies are
mentioned in this Hnuse. If ever there was a
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time in the history of Western Australia when
there should be some authority to fix the prices
of commodities, that time is now. In times of
war and stress some of the worst passions of
human nature, rapacity and greed and extor-
tie; ceome to the surface. 'it is an unhappy
truth that some nien airc to-day making profits
bigger than any ever made by them in normal
times. The Federal and the States Govern-
nionts decidodl that profteering ,must end. I
aum glad to say that the Scaddan Government
were the first Government in the British Bun-
lure to establish an authority for fixing prices.
"Tihe Scadduen Government's hoard did not fix
many prices, but the very fact of the existence
of that board was a sort of policenman to the
importers and merchants and traders; and the
position was entirely satisfactory during the
whole of the period the board existed. When
another place refused to sanction the re-ap-
pointment of the members of that hoard, prices
of goods in Western Australia went uip. There
is no denying the tact that to-day they are
still high.

Mr. Teesdale: They are the lowest in Aus-
tralia.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN:41 I can take the bon.
member to dozens of Porth establishmento
where traders are putting vp prices, With no
authority to curb them. I know of an instance
in which, only a eouple of weeks ago, a saw
which had been five months in stock, jumped
s. in three days. Axe handles are now costing

3s. 64. each. W49 ever such a price known in
the history of the timber industry before? It
is impossible for workmen n-ho have to buy
their tools to obtain them to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: What about starting the
industry of making axe handles?

Mr. 0 'LOGIDEN: Axe handles are al-
ready being made on the goldfields, I believe.
Axe handles may be only a smnall item, but the
item is one which has caused the stoppage of
work, because men are not able to earn suffi-
cient to-dlay ot the rates fixed years ago, to
provide for thle cost of the tools with which
to ply their calling. It is the same thing on
almost every hand. If one goes ito a store
to-day, one finds not only the quality alto-
gethor gone but the article increased in price.
The memnber for Roebourne knows it, and,
every man who moves about the country knows
it.

lkr. Teesdale: I know that it applies to
foodstuffs.

Mr. 0 LOGHLEN: It applies also to
drapery, and to the various commodities of
daily household use. Prices have risen beyond
all reason. If a price fixing conmmissiont were
appointed, and wvere given a free hiandi, and
allowed to publish the whole of the evidence
they took, we would] have somne history. Bu t
what happened in the ease of the price fixing
board here? Before the tradeors would give evi-
deuce they had to be given a pledge that the
evidence to be submitted by them would not
he published. The result is that thle evidence
is on record to-day, but that none of us know
what it is. All we know is that the employers,
or the Government representatives, -seat in a
report recommending thle shutting down of the
Commission, NO commission tare in existence
now. The Federal Parliament is in a similar
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quandary. A -ommnission reported on the prii
of ineat. The commission consisted of thri
mlen, not one of them a Labour mnn, but eae
of t-hemn an expert in his particular line. The
putt up a report stating that the working peop
of Australia were not getting sufficient nutr
mnict owing to short supplies and high pric(
of inent. 'Mr. Hughes took no action, but 1
met the stock raisers, who put up what thE
termed fresh evidence. That evidence was ri
ferred to the comnmission, and the conmissiol
with gareater emphasis than on the previot
occasion, submuitted that the stock raisers mui
lower their prices. MVr. Massey Green fix
the pries of meat prior to meeting any depi
tation of stock growers. However, seven specs
trains brought the stock growers to the Feo
cmiii Parliament House; and although the 4M
ister said he would not see all tho stock growe
ini attendauce, but only their spokesmen, thE
all crowded the Queen's Hall and made such
row that the president of the Senate said thf
never again would a deputation be admittiE
into the Queen's Hall. Seven special traini
.T wonder how many special trains would 1
needed to bring the suffering consumers n
the city. Whene the consumers did maken
effort to protest, they were not admitted inI
thle Queen's Hall, but had to stand in ti
lain in the streets of Melbourne.

'Mr. Green: And the police wore turned
the womien,

xfr. Troy: The wonmen were put in gaol.
Mr. 0 'LOG HLEN: The result was that tl

Minister fixed the prices of meat higher the
those ruling in this State. And yet that wc
nlot sattisfactory to the stock raisers. The
have gone on a kind of sympathetic strik
and have refused to send their stock to inarke
Mr. Massey Green is in a terrible predicamen
because he represents a stock growing distric
As soon as hie gave his decision, his coustiti
emits approached the three State members i
see whether they would stand at the next Fe,
oral election in opposition to Mr, Mass(
Green. Those constituents of 'Mr. Gereen
practically said to him, ''Agree to our term
or off goes your political head et the firm
oplplortunity. " Mr. M'assey Green does mu
watnt to lose his head any more than does Wl
mueniler for Roebourne.

Mkr. rfTeesdale: Massey Green is standim
firm.

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: Massey Qrreen got sic]
and went away. He utay have been sick, Tbei
wns enough in the business to mnake him sic]
But the consumers have not obtained muc
relief.

Mr, Muinsie: None.
Hon. P. Collier: There is a genuine shortag

of stock, though. The stock misers are n(
holding back supplies deliberately. 'Mr, ,Towa
says not, anyway.

Mr. 0't.00 RLEN: Knibba 'a figures sho
there ate mmore sheep and cattle now in Au
tralia thau there were in 1914. Mr, Jowett
one of the men controlling the Federal Goveri
met.I regret the composition of the Federt
Covernment just as much as I. regret the eoii
position of our State Governments. Each
those Governments contain so miany liseordna
elements that continuity of policy is imlpo
siblo. Mr. .Towett controls big business; an
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Mr. Jowel, in common with the representa-
tives of other firms, was largely instrumental
in putting into power the Government of which
Mr. Massey Green is a member. We on this
side are said to have bowed down to a junto.
I say there never was the pressure applied by
a big controlling interest in Australia, an in-
terest unsympathetic towards the people who
are having a desperate struggle to live. it
might be said that price fixing has from its
very inception been a farce.

Mr. Mouls: It is a farce still.
Mt. 0 'LOGKIEN: In England they are

dealing effectively with the persons who force
up prices to an inordinate extent; but in Aus-
tralia, I do not know for what reason-it may
be due to the fact that such persons have
friends-while we see an attempt made, no
actual relief is given by the Federal authori-
ties. Here in Western Australia no action at
all is taken. I understand that the Conmnon-
wealth Price Fixing Commissioner here has
sent reports from time to time to the Federal
Government, without any action resulting.
What is the positiOn Aye we to expect the
people to remain quiet indefinitely I

Hon. P. Collier: Billy is away teaching thenm
in England.

Mr. 0 'LOG-HLEN: I do not know that he
will make much progress there. There has been,
a remrkable change of front on the part of
Mr. Hnghes with regard to the fiscal question.
A few years ago, when I was trying to get a
grip of that question, I remember reading the
most magnificent speeches delivered by Mr.
Maw Hirsch and Mr. Hughes, who were then
touring Victoria and New South Wales in the
freetrade interest.

Mr. Teesdale: Hirsch was a German.
Mr. 0'LOGHLEN: Mr. Hughes is now at

home telling the people of the old country to
discard all their former principles, and adopt
an entirely different fiscal policy. I do not
think he is likely to succeed. In my opinion, it
is quite consistent for a moan in England to
he a rabid freetrader, and for the same man
to be a protectionist in a young country which
needs the shelter of a tariff in order to estab-
lish industries. From my point of view, that
is logical and fair reasoning. Mr. Hughes
many years ago wvall prominent on the free-
trade question; to-day he finds himself in a
little difficulty in the old country. Whilst our
Government are at their wit's end to find
money, the Commonwealth apparently can find
sufficient money to send political anmbassadors,
commercial agents, and scientists of all de-
scriptions to various parts of the world.

Hon. P. Collier: And political bounders.
Mr. 0 'LOGH'LEN: The Commonwealth can

even find money to pay Mr. Hughes's costs of
the Merton libel action. It is a most remark-
able thing that thle p~eople of Australia should
have to pay for the utterances of a politician
when those utterances were made outside the
Australian House of Parliament.

Mr. Teesdale: We do not regret paying to
down those swine, anyhow.

Mr. 0'LOGHtEN: The hon. member may
call the firm of Merton swine. T do not know
anything about them. But Mr. Lloyd George
evidently does not consider them swine, or he
would not have given them Government con-

tracts, The interjection of the member for
liochiourac is offensive to 11r. Lloyd George.

Mr. Teesdale: We know about them.
Hon. P. Collier: Is Lloyd George a pro.

Ceritia n?
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: I hope that the Coal

,noiiweltth, if they have so much money to
throw away, nay think fit to show our ail-
fortnnate Treasurer and his Ministers a little
moere generosity in the future. The leader
of thle Opposition referred to the repatria-
tion of returned soldiers, and the figures
given by the Premier indicate that we in
Western Australia are making less headway
than the people of any other State in this
matter. I realise that only a small percent-
age of returned men will want to go on the
land. Even those who have been on the
land before will have been unsettled by the
exciteunt. of a coup~le of years of war. To
get thenm to take to rural occupations will be
an extremely difficult task. One of the big-
gest problins facing us is the fact that ow-
ing to the attractions of the cities before
the wvar, and their enhanced attractions since
the war-, the urban areas have been and are
becoming congested and the rural areas be-
coming depleted. A recent report of Knibbs
shows a drift in Victoria from the country
to the towns which is truly alarming.

Mr. Maley: Hilt you do not believe
Rilibbs?

Mr. O'LOGHLrfN: .1 do on that matter,
and onl others. But Xnibbes is not in a po-
sition to get the particulars obtainable to-
miorrowv in the city of Perth by anyone wish-
ing to ascertain the facts.

Mr. Munsie: According to Knibbas, one
can rent a four-roomed house in Perth
for lis. Neither Knibbs nor anyone else canl
dM that.

Mr. O'LOOHLEN: Knibbes is not in a
position to obtain the cost of commodities ac-
curately here fin Perth, or say at Gerald-
ton, or say in Brisbane. But he should be in
a position to give the vital statistics of thle
city of Melbourne and of the country Of Vic-
toria. We know the same thing operates
here to-day in Western Australia: Perth is
bloated, Perth is living on the country. That
Cannot go On for too long. No State can
stand it. What are the Government doing
to make the country more attractive than] it
is. The problem is a big one and an old one.
They solved it in the Eastern countries by
Iproviding free picture shows for the native
employees on the mines. In that case Ma-
hornet would not go to the mountain so they
had to take the mountain to M.abomet. I
am not suggesting that the Government
should start picture shows; they are a pic-
ture show enough in themselves, but they
must liberalise the conditions of country
life by providing more liberal railway fares
or concessions for those who are on the land.
That is the only way by which we can in-
duce people to remain in the country. The
position to-day is that we seen to be going
about things in a most inconsistent fashion.
It was mentioned here last night that our
Agent General is endeavouring to get 253,000
ex service men to come here. God knows
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what will happen to them if they do comle get settlers for them. Yet, the Premier sayi
here. In many instances men lhave been go- that we will be obliged to buy more estates,
ing to Harvey to look at the blocks there, I claim that the Avondale estate is "e good U
and they hav6 gone at their own expense, ally in Western Australia, and having spent
too. They wanted the blocks but the con. half a illfion in repurchasing 25 estates with,
ditions were such that they could not get out being able to get settlers for them, if the
them unless they took up in addition aim- Goveenmeont persist in buying mare estates, the
ilarly sized areas a mile and a half away. policy should not he endorsed by the 'House.
The men pointed out that they were not Mr. Maley: They will buy them at a fali
physically fit to clear forest land, but that p rice.
they could make a living on cleared blocks, 'Mr. O'LQGHELEN: If the Government wal
and when they found that they were obliged to boy estates, we must not let the Agent Gen.
to take the uncleared land a mile and a half eral make a fool of himself in England by
away, they gave up the idea of settlement looking for 25,000 men.
in disgust. It appears that at Hlarvey now Hon. W. C. Angwin:, He is acting under in
the Government have authorised the expendi- structioiis.
ture of a sum of money to drain the country AMr. 0 'LOG ELEN: It is putting the Agent
before soldiers can be settled on it. The General in a false position, because he is in
Avondale and Yandanooka estates were lucing people to come out here at the rate ol
bought at a big price. 25,000 annually and telling them that we havw

lion, P. Collier: We were not to blame itillions of acres of land available for settle,
for Avondale. incut. On the other hand we have the Premies

Mr, O'LOGHLsEN:- No, but I take my announcing that he proposes to buy more es
share of the responsibility for the Yandanooka tates. Is it the intention of the Government
purchase because I did not enter a protest. to buy more estates?
The Avondale estate was bought from a Lib- Eon, F. Collier: It is in the policy speech.
cral member of this House for £50,000 at a Mr-. O'LOGHLENX: I thought it might bavn
time when there was a mild lend boom. Now crept in to the policy speech without serioue
the Government will have to cut a. great deal consideration. I cannot conceive that the
of their loss if they want this property settled. Government would attempt to do it. The

MVr. Troy : What is it being offered at now? Premier took charge of this department him
Mr. O'LOGUHiEN: Four pounds an acre, self and he has not been able to get settlere
Mr. Tray: If Avondale is not worth £E4 an for Avondale at the price fised. It has nol

acre, other land is not worth 10s. oven been possible to get settlers for Yanda
noka.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hon. member will "OThe Premier. Oh yes, it has nearly all been
suarely agree that the Avondale estate was not takenriup.
worth the noney paid for it. In the district Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: What is the area ol
where T was born ina South Australia 15 farms Y-anrlcnooka
were lately bought by the Government of that ',[r. Maley: It is 140,000 acres.
State at an average price of £'7 .59. per acre, lion. F. E. S. Willntott (Honorary Minis.
and every settler was desperately anxious to ter) : An d of that 90,000 is pastoral lease.
sell his property to the Government. When a The Premier: The survey work has only
farmer is anxious to go off his property, that -is been completed.
is not a goodl time for a soldier to come in. I -on. F. F. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis.
It seems to me paradoxical that the Govern- tpr)Y Would you settle returned soldiers on
ment should be purchasing farms and advertis- poor sand-plain country? 'We have to provide
ing at the same time in the "'British Austin- ;w*nter andl biiild houses.
lasian" that millions of acres of Crown lands Mr. O'LOOHLEN: We reaflise that these
are available -for settlement. 'Why tell the prieparatioins have to be made. What is the
]British public that we bare all this country price bieing asked for this land?
available when we know tbat returned n Air. Manley: They wanted £4 10s. an acre
cannot get blocks that they have any hope of f or it.
makcing a living on. 'It seems to me that there on. P. E. S. Willinott (Honorary Minis-
should1 be a live spirit behind the Government ter) : The price has been reduced.
to acquaint them of the circumstances. A Mr-. O'LOGHTLEN: Not one Minister knows

numbr ofmaters avebeendisusse by the price. If the Government are making pro-
other speakers and I have no idea as to how gress in the direction of settling men at Yan-
long the debae will lnst. T only dJesire to Say flauouka, T am particularly pleased.
that the policy outlined by the Government Hon,. P. Collier: Surprised.
will have my strongest condemnation so far as \r0'OEE msrrsd n s
it applies to the re-purchase of estates. The tor.deiLG EN am sugetin rha sted Goenment-
member for Sussex (Mr. Pickeringz) said that tull hesgetonta h Gvrmn
this policy would have his approval if the ' be obliged to buy land.
Governmient purchased estates ink close rirox- lion. P. Collier: And at the same time tel-
imity to railway lines -for the settlement of re- liug people that we hare millions of acres
turned soldiers. if the -Government in their iwniting settlement.
financial plight attempt to repurchase MOre 1%r. 0 'IOGFN: You cannot tell me that
estates, they will deserve the severest coudem- the Yandanooka and Avondale estates have all
nation at the bands of the House. We have been disposed of. We also have 780) aban-
sp~ent half a million in buyinng 25 estates an&d foued farms.
we have hawked those estates from one en ? Mr. Maley: Returned soldiers will want In-
the country to the other without being abe 1 Proved properties.
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Mr. 0 'LOLHLEN: That may be all right
in some eases.

Mr. Maley: In all eases.
'MAr. 0 'LOGHLEN: Surely we have enough

rtiid without buying any more.
Haon, F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-

ter): We will want railways and mioney to
build them,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: What is to become of -the
700 or SQO abandoned farmsi If we are to
repurchase more estates, does that not mean
that we kavo ln land available?

Mr. Tray: There is land available along
existing railway lines, too.

Mr. 0 'LOGULEN: Everyone will want to
sell land for the settlement of returned sol-
diers. I have had letters on this subject and
I have replied stating that I did tiot thik
there was any possible hope o( the Govern-
ment purchasing any mnore land.

Mr. Davies: AlU are offering land at a low
price.

Mr. 0 'LOGULEN: Of course they are
anxious to get rid of it. There are hon. mem-
hers here who, could they get three Parts Of
the money they have put into their holding1 s
in this State,' would be the happiest men in
Western Australia to-day. There will be ample
opportunity to further discuss this matter as
the Estimates comec down and as the Govern-
meat policy is developed. I merely want to
express the opinion now that unless Ministers
get together and endeavour to improve the
financial position, the outlook for us will be
a sorry one. Some of our best citizens are
leaving the State.

Mr. Maley: It is no use crying stinking
fish.

Mr. 0'LOGHLEN: It is no use burying our
heads in the Sand or shutting our eyes to the
real position. Dozens of good citizens are leav-
ing this State and going to Queensland, New
South WVales and 'Victoria where there is pros-
perity-it may be artificial prosperity, but it
is there. All this is had for Western Australia.
As the member for Perth pointed out, there is
a-home in this State for all. Those who are
leaving Western Australia are leaving it for
good and we do not want that to happen. There
is no reason why the Eastern States should
he bloated with prosperity. I think that the
condlitions here will eventually be better thal]
those existing in the Eastern States. Of course
it is useless saying that the whole of the pros-
perity in the East is dule to military expendi-
ture, because we have to remember the new
industries which nrc launching out, industries
such as the manufacture of steel by the Broken
Hill Proprietary Companly.

M XFr. Muasie:, They are engaged oil war work.
Mr. 0 'LOGHLiEN: They have not put tip

woarks of that tna~nitnide solely for the period
of the war*.

Mir. Mvialey; But the war established them].
Mr, Troy: The wYorks were being established

before the war.
.-Mr. O'LO00iHLEN: The war has brought

about these works but they will continue after
the wvar is over, as long as development goes
ahead in Australia- And if one goes to the
Eastern States to-day one cannot help being
struck by the remarkable contrast between the
East and the West. I say the expenditure in

the E.ast is riot all military mioney. it is
largely due to the fact that they have a bigger
variety of industries, that they have been es-
tablished so much longer than have Wve. In
consequence everything there seems to be flour-
ishing. J agree will the memlber for Gascoyne
that our handicaps are not all of our own mak-
ing. We federa-ted too sooni, except perhaps
fromi the poin~t of view of defence. rn this
respect it was a good thing, but from the point
of View of our material prosperity we have
been dragging very sadly since Federation.
Our Eastern competitors have the advantage
of u1s, and wre can only do the best we can with
the mnaterial available. Ministers will have to
recognlise the imlportance of establishing indus-
tries and developing to the fnuest extent what
resrources ire have. And they must realise at
the same time that we are in a pretty sorry
plight financially and will have to rely en our-
selves to get out of it to save the Commonwealth
taking us over. T fully appreciate the difficulty.
When you give an individual power he becomes
ail autocrat, and when you give power to a
group of individuals they become intolerant.
Our representatives in the Federal Parliament
apparently do not realise our troubles. Per-
haps it is that they are too far away from uS,
that it is due to their environment. I would
not like to see ilt the power concentrated, but
1 recognise that unless some p~roposal is forth-
coin ma to get us out of our fiuan-ial difficulties,
there is no alternative to it.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

TPho ATTORYEY GENERAL (Ron. R. T.
Robinson-Canning) [4.3: T have to thank
the memriber for Forrest for the. kindly way
in which hie has referred to any efforts I have
put forward in the Industries Departmoent.
Iregret thiat T eniiot thank other members

for having taken the same broad outlook as
the memlber for Forrest line done. Of some
people it is expected that their superior edu-
ation and training and the high position

the ' occupy sbouild enable them to take in al
tha-t they' see, and more beyond, but T am

nfritlint tie member for Perth (Mr. Pil-
kington) when hie looks beyond that which
hie cani see close at hland has to put uip the
telesceope; but he always looks tbronakb the
wrong end, and so the object which ho is
viewing becomes smaller and smaller. No
one thiat T kinow has suggested that as soon
as the watr is over normal times will return
imimediately. It would be a very Stupid thing
to say. flut what we do say is that when
the war is over normal times" will start to
come rounid agaiu; he who can sny when they
will have completed their return is wiser
than anly amloneyst uis. It may taIke years; in-
deed, normal tinbes. as wve have known them,
may never return. T remember that in May'
last I told hon. members that one of the
grentest factors in the deficit was the failure
of the Railway Department. During this
Year the railways will receive by way of
revenue t4f0.0000 less than they received in
1013 This is mainly made up of the carriage
of timber nd wheat and products that we
Sent to other plaes, timber alonie represent-
ing £E220,000 odd. It surely requires no argu-
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nient of mine to convince bon. members that
.as soon as ships are free, one by one they
wvill 1) getting into commission again and we
shall be able to resume, in small degree at
first, but gradually to the full, our export of.
timber. As soon as we can do that the rail-
ways will carry it, andl that great factor in
our deficit will have been eliminated.

lion. W. C. Angwin: You did not say that
in 1916.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Perhaps r
was not aware of it then. Certainly the
older I get the more I see I can learn. Fol-
lowing on that, the balance of the deficit is
made up of that which we have to pay by
way of interest and sinking fund for the
money which has been spent, an increased
amount of £450,000. Those two items make
upl the deficit. Hon. members opposite wvill
say, ''You should not take into account the
interest, but only the sinking fund.'' If we
do that I venture to say that the shortage of
revenue in the railways and the sinking fund
itself in round figures amounts to our deficit.
How aire we going to get over this diffieulty?
Although I occupy the position of Minister
for Industries I give place to no man in my
desire to see the primary industries of West-
ern Australia progress. To our gold, our
wool, our wheat, our timber, our coal, our
pearishell and the like there is no question
whatever we owe our very existence. Without
those primary industries there could be no
Western Australia at all as an inhabited
country. In fact to gold itself we owe the
shirt Western Australia made on the road to
prosperity, and it may be to gold, or to oil.
or to another mineral that we may owe our
re-entrance on that same road. I further
agree with the hon. member opposite who re-
ferred to our gold-mining industry that the
attention of the Government should be
given, and T believe is being given by the
present Minister for Mines, to further that
to its fullest extent, to make the conditions
attractive, to help men in their endeavour to
find the gold and so make a turn in the tide
of gold production. Our wheat is progressing
satisfactorily. If the season turns out as
.anticipated we shall have n very good har-
vest. Our wool could not be better. Western
Australian sheep and wool are growing well
and we are getting rich in that direction.
Timber, of course, cannot he touched until
the war is over. Coal also is hield up, partly
on account of the war and partly from other
causes. But these primary industries of ours
must in the first instance be fostered in the
molst sympathetic way, because we are en-
tirely dependent on them. Mfany a man says,
''What a huge public debt you have. Look
at tile amount per head of the population it
represents.'' Double the population and the
dlebt per head would be halved. But we call-
not double the population without finding
work for the newcomers. How is it to be
dlone? T can see no better wv of finding
work for increased population than by estab-
lishing secondary industries and making all
those products which we now receive from
other countries. At no time in the history of
Western Australia were we giv'en a clearer

insight as to what was holding us back than
when a strike took place in the Eastern
States, in consequence of which shipping was
hldu up. We then found that almost every-
thing we used came fromt Victoria and New
South Wales, and we became a'ware that we
were importing over £4,000,000 worth of
goods per annum, nmost of which could be
easily and profitably produced ia Western
Australia. The mecmbor for Perth has said
that the only cure for our ills is violent re-
treneliment and intense taxattion. I am sug-
gesting for our ills a cure which leads us on
the path to prosperity. I am suggesting that
we should make in this country many things
that we import from other countries. Some
people have been good enough to say that I
oni on the right lines. At all events I be-
lieve I. ani on the right lines, and I am going
right along those lines until Parliament stops
me. The member for Perth has said that he
looks onl the Industries Department with the
utmost disrespect, that the industries I am
seeking to establish are twopenny-halfpenny
industries and silly industries. The indus-
tries I am seeking to establish, and which
are referred to in this scathing way by the
member for Perth include that of ship-
building. That has been referred to so much
by the member for Forrest that I need not
wvorry the House with it again. It will be

anl accomplished fact, I hope, in the
course of a few days. But I want to say
that whilst many people stand aloof and de-
clare that it will be a failure-and I almost
think that the wish is father to the thought
with them, that those people would be glad
to see it a failure-I have received encour-
agement in this regard not only from
political supporters but from gentlemen poli-
tically opposed to me, and I do not know
.anybody whose opinion is worth having who
does not think that the establishment of a
shipbuilding industry here is a good thing.
We have been accustomed in the old days to
sailing ships or steamers. The tramp steamer
caie across the ocean with its staff of offi-
cers and crew and many firemen. Many of
the new auxiliary sailing ships have al-
ready been constructed to thle order of the
Commonwealth Government and have conic
down fromn the United States or- from Carl-
adat. My friend the Treasurer wats able to
tell me he had seen one. I was unfortunate
enough to miss it when I was in Myelbourne.
Mr. Law not only saw one, but boarded it,
talked to the captain and officers and was
shown over the ship. The ship camne front
Vancouver to Melbourne in 30 dlays uinder a
poevcr generated by her 500 h.p. engines. The
consumption of oil was seven tons at day.
She hind a ecw, all told, including hert offi-
cers, of only 14, as many as would )lave
been in the stoke-hold of an ordinary tramp.
She had a captain, three officers, and three
engineers in the engine room, and the re-
mainder of her company made up the crew.
The captain said, if he could have lines away
with his masts, for they were not of very
much use to him, he could have got rid of
two or three more of his crew. The ship
travelled at seven or eight knots an hour.
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T venture to say there is no better type of
ship for conveying goods, which need not be
moved quickly, than such a type. For con-
veying our wheat and our timber such a type
is highly suitable. Theme vessels can go re-
asonably quickly, but they do not travel at
,a speed which means an enormous cotisumip-
tion. of fuel or an inordinate amount of
labour to work them.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: Why go to America
for a type, and why not take the ''Kanga-
roo?"

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: She is a
steel vessel, and tlherefore mnore expensive to
construct.

Hon. IV. 0. Angwin: She is cheap enough
in running.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I ani not
so well acquainted with the details of the
''Kangaroo,'' although I am a great ad-
irier of her, as I. am acquainted with the

details regarding these wooden vessels. The
''Kangaroo'' is made of steel, and cost a lot
mlore nioncy to construct than these parti-
eular vessels. If these vessels can be constructed
for that trade, I venture to say they will
not be the last to be constructed. Adjacent
countries want our timber and our
flour, and when the War is over
goods of that description can best be
carried in a ship of that class. Of course, all
these things are proved better in actual prac-
tices, and when the ships have been a longer
time afloat and we see how they compare with
the ordinary tramip we shall know better where
we are. The Commonwealth Government, hav-
ing made these inquiries, are satisfied to go on
with the building of these vessels, and vve arc
foritunate in Western Australia in having an
order to build six of them. I hope it will mean
that not only shall we build these ships, but
that this will be the beginning of a large and
long lived industry in the port of Fremantle.
Is that a twopenny-hnlfpsenny, silly industryl
For a long time past I have been talking about
the by-products from our local timbers. In
the days gone by a sawmiller has turned our
trees into what is know,, as marketable tini-
her. The hewer has extracted the wealth of
the forest in the form of a solid article. The
member for Forrest gave ius some figures on
the subject to show what has been done. West-
ern Australia has produced something like 25
or 26 million pounds worth of timber. Nothing
so far has been done in regard to the produc-
tion of tannin. We know that -we are possessed
in Western Australia of enough tannin with
which to supply the whole world. The Eastern
States have not the tanning material, so I am
not afraid of the tannin agents of the Eastern
States coming along to compete with us. Two
or -three yewxs before war broke out we ex-
ported m~allet hark to Germany of a value of
one and a half million pounds. That mallet
hark wvee despised in Australia, but to-day it
is being used in the factories of the Eastern
States, for the production of tanning agents,
which are required for leather.

Mr. Munsie: It is a great pity they do not
tan some boot leather in Australia.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is im-
proving.

Mr. Minsie: They are not getting the hides
to tan.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In addition
to that mallet bark there is another tree which
we possess in this State-I refer to the red
gum-which produces from the gum which
exudes, known as kino, one of the richest tan-
ning materials in the world. Kino contains no
less than 50 per cent. of active tannin agent.
It has never been used muchi-although many
of our old settlers have made use of it-in the
trade because it is red, and difficult to handle.

Hion. P. Collier: Pass it on to Don.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: With regard

to these two particular products, and there are
others, we are at jpresent conducting investi-
gations. A leather chemist is being engaged
in America. He will start his operations here.
He is being paid for partly by the Common-
wealth Government, and he made &.bargain
with them, for one year only. When we were
sending to America to have the engagement
fixed up, the other day along camne a telegram
from the Commonwealth Government to say,
''Make that engagement for thiree years."~
That was their responsibility and we shall,
therefore, have that post filed for three years.
Even before this gentleman arrives we may
solve the question. When the expert does ar-
rive and devotes the whole of his time to the
tannin business, T feel sure that we shall es-
tablish in Western Australia the manufacture
of tannins and the export of tannins, which
win go throughout the length and breadth of
the world. Is this a twopenny-halfpenny in-
dustry and a silly industry? I suppose the
lion. nmember, who looks through the wrong end
of the telescope, will say that it is, but I leave
the matter to the people of this country. An-
other question to which we have devoted a
great deal of attention is that of the astab-
lishnient of the alkali industry. At present,
and throughot the period of the wvar, Aus-
tralia has been importing 40,000 tons per an-
num of soda ash or alkali, as it is called.
Alkali, or soda ash, is used in almost
every industry we possess in Western Aus-
tralia. There is no houre that is without soda
in sonic form, and thtere is no industry which
van do without soda, in fact, if we took soda
out of Australia three-quarters; of our indus-
tries would be shut up, unless som~e substitute
could be found which is not now known. At
present our alkali all conmes front the Old
Country. No doubt it can be more cheaply
produced there, and it will cost a great deal
more to produce it in Australia, but the Com*
nionwenlth Government have now realised that
unless they can produce soda ash or alkali in
Australia, we cannot be independent of the out-
side world, as we ought to he in case we were
cut off. The Commonwealth Government have,
therefore, appointed an alkali committee to
investigate the various resources of each
of the Anstralian States with a view
to the establishmnent of an alkali fac-
tory in that State where it can be
,manufactured most economically and to the
greatest conmmercial advantage. I had the
privilege of meeting the members of the Coun-
cil of Science and Industry in Melbourne the
other day, and afterwards the members of the
alkali committee. They had examined every
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State iii Australia except Western Australia.
I was able to tell them of many of the factors
that we have here that go to make anl alkali
industry, and I invited then, to come here and
inspect them. Alkali is produced from a nmn-
her of common substances which we have here
in great extent. Lime or limestone, salt or
salt water, fresh water, anti coal are required.
In order to make a factory that will operate
as a commercial success these elements muost
be in close proximity to it. Thle factor.) itself
must be in close proximity to a port of ship-
ment, which in itself must be an easy distri-
buting centre. Reports have been received and
examinations have been made of every State
in the Commonwealth. We have exhibited our
own wares to these men. We have shown then,
our coal, our lime, our salt, and the position
where the factory could be placed, and if we
are successful in having the works established
here they will cost no0 less than, helf a rmillioni
of money.

Mr. Pilkington: Have these people not
turned down the proposition?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Nothing of
the kind.

Mr. Pilkington: I thought so.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ott thle conl-

trary-I do not know from whmat sourne the
holl. member gets his information-I hall a
telegram from Mr. Grimnwade, the chairman of
thle counnittee, about two days ago, saying that
be had cabled the whole of our Western Aus-
tralian information to London, and asked us to
be good enough to instruct the Agent General
to give certain persons in London information
,about Western Australia. The bon. member
would, no doubt, be glad to see the proposition
turned down.

Honl. P. Collier: Oh, no.
Mr. Pilkington: I was told it was turned

down, by one of the members who is here.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Could this

be called a twopenny-halfpenay industry or a
silly industry?

Mr. Pilkington: Is it not entirely a private
enterprise, aidl, if so, wilt it not want a sub-
sidy?

The ATTORNEY GENERA-L: Tt is entirely
a private enterprise.

Ron. T. Walker: It is not yet established?
Mr. Pilkington: It can only be established

if Mr. Hughes carries out his promise to pro
tect it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL, This is~ one
of the silly industries to which I anl] devoting
so snuch energy, time, and attention,. 1 do0
imot care for the gibes of the hall. gentlemenn.
T an, going to try my level best to r'et that in-
dustry established in Western Austrnlia. If T
fail, it will be because we have not the constitu-
ent parts here, and not for any want of showing
our resources. Will that have any competition
from Mr. Jones of Tasmania? 'It will want
no subsidy. The people who are interested
in this require no assistance from anyone,.
There is only one factory in England, and that
same factory also conducts operations in
Canada, and largely controls the output
which is used in the whole of the English-
speaking world. If a factory is established
here the money will be found without any

Government assistance. Beyond an intelli-
gent courtesy and the placing of the resources
of the country in a proper aspect before these
people, nothing further nced be done by the
Government. Nor is thils all. We have been
wasting, if it can be so said, a lot of time
andl energy in the establishment of what J call
wool scouring, felimongering and the loather
and textile business. It is not far off comuple-
tion. Ft is indeed within a measurable dlis-
tance of being successful. To-day we al-c
producing more wool each year in Wcstern
Australia., and the thing is growing very
ralpidlly. That wool is being sold and the
return comes back to our squatters. It is not,
therefore, an awkward question for inc to ask
them, " Will you, Mr. Primary) Producer, as-
sist rue with the money in establishing-a comn-
paniy which will turn your primary products
into a secondary industry for the opening up of
your own country, and for the increase of the
money to your own pockets?"' My overtures
have been received very favourably by the
people concerned. We have been negotiating
with a company which is about to be formed
for the establishment of wool scouring works.
At the present time we are sending thousands
of bales of wool to the Eastern States to be
scoured. No one can tell me that the cost
of transit of that wool with 60 per cent. of
impurities iii it pays the Western Australian
when his wool is scoured and the wool is here,
and sending it away occupying half the space.
There is no doubt wool scouring can be estab-
lished and will be in the near future in 'West-
ern Australia. Is that a silly business; is
that a two-penny half-penny industry? T
have been taking a lot of time~ and spending
a lot of energy in another direction. Until
the other day I noticed that all the tiles on
the houses about Perth in Western Australia
were imported from Marseilles, and even after
the war started there were such large stocks
of these tiles here that people continued! to
use them despite the high price. T wondered
wh y these tiles could not be made in West-
ern Australia, and I have taken the time and
trouble to look into the matter. Mr. Simpson
is experimenting with 140 samples of clay,
which comes from all parts of Western Auis-
tralia in a special laboratory in Museum-
street. We were fortunate in picking up a
very skilled mail here who had been foreman
ill a p~ottery works in Lancashire, and he is
assisting uts in our investigations. The result
generally is that Mr. Simpson tells mie the
clays of Western Australia are as good as any
that can be found for tile making anywh6re,
and for general pottery work. We have been
able by advice and otherwise to assist many
of those making tiles in Western Australia,
with the result that to-day there is quite a
respectable tile being turned out by several
companies in Perth, and in the near future
we shall go on improving the business and never
again have the foreign article even from good old
France. Is that a two-halfpenny, trumpery, silly
business ? I believe the ordinary person will

say it is not a silly business, if we can help to
establish industries in Western Australia that will
find work for our people and retain money that
we send to the Eastern States in Western Aus-
tralia it is a good thing for our community. We
shall be more self-reliant and mome self-content.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: Can you tell me why they
cannot make tiles here even with the high cost of
shipping to compete with New South Wales?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have told
the tile people that unless they are prepared
and can make a tile at the original cost of the
tiles before the war they cannot compote with
outsiders. If the people here cannot make as
good a tile as New South Wales hero at a cheaper
rate, we will not go on making tiles, but I feel sure
that an article like that we have and with the
handicap of the water transit and the handling
at both ends, as well as the breakages in transit,
while our tile man has only to put his tiles in
a cart and there are no breaks-if we cannot
make tiles against New South Wales I have told
our tile men to give up the job. I believe our
tile men have enough go in them. They have such
handicaps that they will win. One tile manu-
facturer came to m6 and said, "What do you
think of this tile." I said, " It looks quite a
nice tile," and I asked, " All made from Western
Australian clay ? " He said, " No, I import
the main constituents of that clay from Viotoria."
I said, " That tile is no good to me. Will you
give me three lhs, of the Victorian clay you use
and I will replace it with three lbs. of Western.
Australian clay suitable for the purpose ?" The
job has been done. Any people who come along
we are able to give them advice. Is that a silly
business ? Answering my friend the member
for Sussex, I1 do not think he referred to me when
he said he had been told that a bacon factory
will cost £12,000. The Agricultural Department
contains the experts in connection with bacon
matters and we have to look largely to them,
but when it comes to the establishment of a new
industry, I take a hand in it even at the risk of
ridicule by certain people in high positions.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: Shall wve be able to con-
tinue to make bacon ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Bacon has
been placed on the third priority list. Let me tell
members this. The plan I have had drawn and
prepared from information supplied by those
available in Western Australia, is recognised by
many bacon men as a very good plan, and this
particular factory will cast £3,500. Although
the country people are told the factory is going
to cost them £3,000 or £4,000 they must remember
that unless they are prepared to supply their Pigs
and wait for their money until it is turned into
bacon, the co-operative companies running the
factory must be prepared to pay for its bacon if
they turn out 100 a week. A pig say is wurth
£2 109. It takes 6 weeks to turn the pig into
bacon and 6 weeks further for credit sales. Con-
sequently a factory of the type I have mentioned
will require £6,000 or £7,000 capital unless the
farmers are willing to say, " You can have my pigs,
turn them into bacon and then wve can get our
money." The bacon curers of Victoria saw that the
State of Western Australia, was waking up. They
said, " We have been supplying Western Aus-
tralia with £250,000 worth of bacon per year, we
cannot afford to lose that trade." What did they
do ? They dropped their price. The long estab-
lished factories in the Eastern States may crush
our small establishments here, but if we can hold
out -until the local establishments ar-c going, and
can turn out as good a bacon as they can in thu
Eastern States, the matter will equalise itself.
If we are going to be content for all time to eat
Jones's jam and Hutton's bacon, of course, there
is no use for me and there will be very little use

for the rest of us. We cannot afford to continue
to be a -mere appendage of the State of Victoria.
I believe in being up and doing. I have also,
probably very foolishly, spent a lot of time and
energy in endeavouring to establish hero what is
called a forest products laboratory by which we
can investigate the wealth of the forests and tell
those engaged in commerce and trade how best to
make use of that which is no use to us now. Resin,
gumso, perfumes, tannins-investigation in any
scientific way of the goods and products of the
forests. In this regard the Commonwealth Govern-
ment through the council of science and industry,
very much to my astonishment, listened to the
arguments I put forward and told us that if we
wore prepared to find the land and a certain sum,
say, £5,000 towards a building, they would consider
the proposition to permanently run such an in-
stisution in Western Australia. It must cost
to run such an institution close on £10o,000 a&year.
All up-to-date countries have similar institutions.
I had thought that the predominating influence of
the Eastern States would have planted such a
laboratory in one of the Eastern capitals, but,
as it proves, they have been very good to us and
recognised that our timber resources are large
and varied, and that we are entitled to have it
here. I have the authority of the director for
saying that the laboratory will be established in
due course. Is that a silly business, a twopeany-
halfpenny concern?1 To the man with the re-
versed telescope it is ;but these things will be
worth millions to the country and, rather than
violent retrenchment and intensive taxation, will
land Western Australia on the straight road to
prosperity. The Government have not been
confining their attention to these matters only,
but have been watching the requirements of the
meat producers, and sometime ago, came to the
conclusion that there must he established here
proper, large and efficient freezing works.

Hen. W. C. Angwin. That was decided upon
before we went out of office.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At all events,
what the Government have done has been to get
the advice of a gentleman reputed to be one of the
leading experts in the line in Australia. Hie has

spent a month in Western Anstralia and his report,
I am advised, should be available within the next
few days.

Hon. W, C. Angwin - I hope ho will do better
than previous experts, who have cost this country
a lot of money.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- The next thing
is. what is to be done when that report arrives ?
TLhe Government are determined that there shall
be works of proper dimensions in the proper place.
if this can be carried out by private enterprise,
the Government are prepared to let private
enterprise do it, but if private enterprise is not
willing to come forward the Government will do
it themselves. My efforts towards helping in-
dustries in this State are not everywhere sneered
at. Amongst the men in the Chamber of Manu-
factures, the men who have industries of their
own, many have received my suggestions and
proposals with acclamation and they arc applauding
me and telling me to continue the work. I value
the opinion of practical men rather than the opinion
of the genitleman who looks through the wrong
end uf the telescope. An illustration has been made
of our jam factory. Everybody will admit that
the establishment of a jam factory hero,, whether
at Donnybrook, at Perth, or at Fremantle, is a
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difficult undertaking in face of such hungo and well
organised opposition as can be put up by a firm
like Jones & Co. of Tasmania. But are we to
sit down and wring our hands and go in for violent
retrenchment and intensive taxation, or shall we
try to see that jam is made in Western, Australia?
What is the failure of the local jam ? Why is it
that it has not been successful ? Because house-
holds such as that of the member for Perth never
taste it. I use it in nmy household and I urge
everybody else to use it.

Hen. P. Collier: Let us all eat our way through
jam into prosperity.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: And if the
people of Western Australia made up their minds
to patronise the local industries, this jam is just
a good as Jones's jam.

Mr. Teesdale: It is better.
Hon, P., Collier: Let us gorge ourselves with

local jam.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, be reason-

able. Tred on the ordinary, common ground
of mortals and eat those things produced in West.
em Australia if as well made and the same
price as the things which come from the Eastern
States, I understand that in the past there has
been some bad management in connection with
this company. I am not familiar with the ternm
of this conession, but I would like in the next
few days to assist to investigate the affairs of
that company and see how it can be pulled out
of the mess into which it has got, whether it should
be closod down, or whether there is any chance
of helping it to success. Until one can look at
it from the commercial point of view and investi-
gate its affairs, I do not propose to say anythiing
definite about it,

Mr. Pilkiagton: It would have been as well
to investigate the commercial point of view be-
fore lending the money.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Complaint has
been made at the Government not taking any
steps in connection with the price fixing of moat
and the man appointed by the Federal Govern-
ment in connection therewith. As soon as the
appointment was made by the Federal Govern-
ment this Government immediately took excep
tion, and not only sent their objections to the
Federal Government, hut Ministers interviewed
Federal Ministers; and expressed their opinions
in unmeasured terms.

Air. Troy: What opinions did they express ?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That Lange

should never have been appointed.
Ron. P. Collier: Who recommended him ?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not know.

We did not. We condemned binm. I have to
thank heon. members opposite, and also the mem-
ber for Sussex, for kindly reference to the pro-
posed Forests Bill. I will take occasion, when
introducing the measure, to reffer to the noble
part played by the leader of the Opposition in
connection with it. That Bill was not conceived
on narrow lines, It is framed on very broad
lines. We have not conined ourselves to the
advice of the Conservator of Forests, who, it
i3 alleged, is not yet aeclimiatised, but I have
taken the opportunity to get advice from every
forester in Australia. We have not been beyond
talking to the sawmillers themselves and to the
member for Forrest and the leader of the Opposi-
tion, who understand a great deal about the sub-
ject. We want to produce a Bill founded on
broad lines, to form a continuous forest policy
without which the forests of Western Australia

[6]

would very soon be exterminated. At the risk
of being told by somebody that axe handles
should be beneath the notice of the Minister for
Industries, let me assure lion. members that atten-
tion has been given to the subject for a long time
past, because a number of axe handles and tool
handles are used in Western Australia, and we
in the Forestry Department thought that the
production of such handles might be entered
upon as a light occupation by returned soldiers.
There is now a little maohine in the Darling
Ranges turning out handles of all patterns, and
handles are also being made in the South-West
and on the goldfields. I am hopeful that in future
West Australians will use their own timber for
the making of axe and tool handles. It will all
depend upon whether the new axe or pick handles
are approved by the men using them. If the men
using them in the mines or in the forest say that
the handles hurt the hands, or militate against
the output of work, we will not meet with much
success. At present we are getting good reports
in all directions.

Mr-. Lamnbert : I have had reports from exports
who say that the local handle is bettor than the
imported.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T had no in-
tention of wearying members on the Address-in
reply debate with a description of the activities
of the Industries Department, but I am of Irish
temperament, and if anybody attacks from
the supercilious standpoint of the member for
Perth, a matter in which I am engaged, I am pro.
pared to take the first opportunity of letting him
have it back. I hope that the opportunity thus
afforded me has given to the Hiouse some inform-
ation on this subjeot which it did not possess
before. I hope the House will be with me in

the prosecution of theso industries, and, to use a
hackneyed phrase, to assist in the harnessing, or,
as Dr. Gellatly pi-efers to put it, of the wedding,
of science to industry.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [5-01: The member
for Forrest referred very particularly and pointedly
to the matter of price fixing, and in that, connection
he quoted certain lines, including leather. 'The
member for Sussex spoke on the sante subject.
Being as much interested in the industrial side
of the Population of Western Australia as in their
agricultural side, I wish to add my word in that
connection. Some little time ago a resident in
the back country wrote asking me whether the
present retail price of leather did not represent
profiteering. He stated that he had[ had to pay
for small quantities of leather at the rate of 5s.
per pound, whilst that leather was supposed to be
sold wholesale at Is. 9d. per pound. He also
instanced the price of brandy, to which reference
has been made by the member for Sussex. So
far as the householder is concerned, brand~y is
absolutely necessary in certain eases of sickness.
I replied to my correspondent that the Govern-
ment could raise some sort of protest in regard
to this and scores of other matters. As to the
Federal treatment of this State, I do not know
whether lion. members are aware of the conditions
under which telephone connections arc made in
the outback districts. If a distant settler wiants
to obtain telephone communication in order to re-
move the isolation of the bush, he has to guarantee
the department against any loss. Ron. members
may be impressed to learn what the Melbourne
" Age " has to say about' the latest freak of the
Postmaster General, Mr. Webster-
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If there is any sincerity at all in the Federal
Government's professions of economic policy,
the Federal Treasurer should immediately
take steps to restrain the Postmaster General
from proceeding with this costly project for the
creation of luxurious free clubs, which are to
come into existence under the camouflage of
"Postal institutes." A hand-bill just issued,
setting out the " advantages" of these in-
stitutes, draWs attention to the prevision of
"1spacious smoking, lounge, and game rooms,
also a billiard room with a special lounge room
for ladies." There is to be anews room, a reading
room, a library and a gymnasium, whore boxing
and wrestling may he learnit. There will he
a special gymansiuni for ladies ;in fact members
and their wives and families arc to be catered
for in every possible manner, According to
the prospectus they may "obtain a wash, clean
towels, boots and brushes, anid a brush up:'
Then again there are to be dress-making and
millinery classes for the wives, sisters and
daughters of members, and in addition an
orchestra, a vocal society and a dramatic club.
All classes in the numerous postal duties are to
be free to memabers for 5s. a year for those re-
ceiving less than £150 a, year. Who is to pay
for the upkeep of these attractive clubs ? The
Minister will not say (if he knows) what it is to
cost, hut since one is to he established in each
capital city, it is obvious that thousands of pounds
must come out of the peoples' pockets at a time
when they are groaning under the burden of
taxation. If the Federal Treasurer cannot
stop Mr. Webster in his ill-timed and ill-advised
scheme for spending much needed money, surely
Parliament will apply the brake and block the
item when it appears in the estimates.
Hon. P. Cornier:- We have not any of those

things in this State.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: That is so. The project

of the Postmaster General is altogether ill-timed,
and in fact represents a shameful waste of money.

Ilon. W. C. Angwin:- The postal officials are
paying for that institution themselves.

Mr. GRIFFITHS:- Will .5s, a head pay for this
institution ? Let the hon. member tell me some-
thing a little bit easier. The Federal authorities
have now instituted a new underground telephone
service. Even in Northam the telephone wires
have been placed underground at great expense.
But if telephone communication is desired in order
to remove the isolation of remote centres tte set-
tlers have to guarantee that they will make up to
the department any deficiency involved in the
extension. Backing up what has been urged by
various members, I contend that our Govern-
ment can do something by entering a pretest.
An hon. member sniffs. But certain hon. members
are great advocates of co-operation' and organia-
tion. Then why not let the individual States
co-operate in bringing pressure to bear on Federal
members in order to obtain a measure of justice
for remote districts ? With reference to repatria-
tion and immigration, I heard the Premier say
that he thought the time was not ripe, and that
we should be ill-advised ink spending money in
Great Britain just new, to encourage immigration.
In a broad sense that view of the Premier may be

right. But I do not know that members of this
Camber are aware that in the huts at the back of

the line to-day Canada is making all sorts of efforts
in a quiet and insidious, peaceful-penetration,
style to impress upon the minds of the soldiers,
who are probably thinking what is to be the solution

of their problem after the wVaF, the advantages of
Canada. Canada is seized with the idea that our
men at the Front have made such a name for
themselves that they have written the name of
Australia not merely on the map but all over the
world. Consequontly the Canadians think that
a great deal more attention is being attracted to
Australia than to Canada. The Canadians there-
fore are pushing immigration for all they are
worth in a quiet, systematic, scientific fashion. In
this connection I regret that more prominence
has net been given to the report of the Hon. J. D,
Connolly in regard to child immigration, which
was laid on the Table of this Housea last session.
Canada has had a monopoly of child immigration,
and has found it so much to her advantage that for
every child brought into Canada there arc six
applicants. Even while the war is on, Canada is
doing everything possible to induce that form of
immigration.

Hon. WV. 0. Angwin : But there are eight million
Canadians, and we are only 300,000 Western
Australians.

Mr. GRIFFITHfS: That is right. I say we
should copy anybody's good points and utilise
them to our advantage.

Hon, P. Collier: Our trouble is not to get im-
migrants. Our trouble is to place them after
we have got them.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : I quite agree with all that.
While the Canadians are preparing for after the
war immigrationl, we shall be ill advised if we
relax our efforts altogether. The trouble to-day
is that we cannot keep on the land men who are
there already. We want the rural conditions
made such that people on the land will enjoy
a measure of prosperity and something like decent
social life. 'their isolation must be removed.
Tlhat is why I emphasise the need for telephone
communication to outback districts- The tele-
phone is one of the greatest means of remedying
the isolation of the bush. The people in Mel-
bourne should be made to recognise that fact.
I have persistently asked the Premier what were
the intentions of the Government as to the form-
ation of a permanent board of agriculture in
accordance with the recommendation of the Agri-
cultural Royal Commission. I have pointed out
that not only is seek a body being asked for in
Western Australia, but representatives of all
the States at a conference of the Federated
Farmers' Organisation held during last March
passed a resolution that the present discon-
nected, lack-of-continuity style of carrying on
the agricultural policy of Australia was
wrong, and should be remedied. In that
particular I say that a board of agriculture is
necessary in this country. Let hon. members
look a little beyond the city. There is need for
a complete reorganisation of the agricultural
industry. There is no use in talking glibly about
repatriation, flow can we say to a returned
soldier "go on the land young man, and you
will make good" ? One cannot say that to-day.
,In one small portion of my electorate, within a
very short radius, there are 17 farms, representing
20,000 acres, which have been vacated since the
outbreak of war. What does that proportion
mean for the country at large ? Let hon. mem-
bers ask the Agricultural Bank and the Industries
Assistance Board, and they will find that those
institutions have about 700 or 800 vacated farms
on their hands. Indeed, vacated farms are com-
men throughout the wheat belt. Something
must be done to make the living conditions of
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the mian on the land decent and profitable, and]
free fromi isolation. Moreover, it is essential
that he should be furnished with decent medical
facilities. Otherwise, instead of our having to
think about getting immigrants to settle on our
lands, we shall have our timne and k energies
fully occupied by the task of keeping onl the
land those men who are already there. I wish
to empbasise this matter because I shall not
have anl opportunity of speaking here for the
nest two or three wveeks. Next, with regard to
Saskatchewan and co-operation. There has
beets much comment on the 'Premier's Moora
speech. M,,y view is that the Premier appreci-
ates the difficulties of the farming population
,ad realises that through co-operation haps the
farmers one way out, The heon. gentlelman
realises that fact as the people of Can-
ada have realised it long a go. That
country has in its Agricuiltural Depart-
nicnt a ''Co-operative Organisation Brnc,
which encourages the co-operative move-
muent amiong farmers net only by cash
and advice but by sending lecturers out
into the country to expound the benefits of co-
operation, and erganise the farmers. The out-
conic has been that, when the handling of wheat
fell into the hands of elevator trulsts, a Royal
Conmmission was appointed to inquire into the
mnatter and make recommnendations, with the
result that the Saskiatchewan Co-operdtive Ele-
vators Act was passed, providing that 85 per
cent. of the aniount required for the construc-
tion of, say, a country elevator should be pro-
vided by the Government, the farmers finding
15 per Cent. cash down and undertaking to pay
the other- 85 per cent, in 20 annual instalmients.
They took a lesson from Mkanitoba and other
places, and provided that those farmers or
shareholders should have for every -10,000
bsushel capacity in the proposed elevator, a
Crop acreage of 2,000 miust be provided to enl-
sure the succeess of the elevators finanlcially.
Whereas in 19ll they started with 46 elevators
and handled over 2,000.000 bushels of wheat, in
3915-16 they had 230 :elevators handling over
43,000,000 bushels of wheat.

Hon. IV. C. Augwin: If the Governmenit
Would do0 the Salle here it wvould save ninny
thusands of pounds.

Mr. ORIFFITHFS: That is what I have in
may mind. I "anit hon. members to look into
this thing, and before anything drastic is clone
they will see that a great success has been
made of it in Saskatchewan. I have heard a
good deal said about the rabbit question and
.I wvant to toll the House that it has been said
by certain members that so far as wire netting
is concerned, it wvill iiot be a business proposi-
tion to use it. I have been told that it will be
a good butsi ness proposition, andl I have gone to
ai little trouble to get information which will
assist me when I arrive at Newcastle and see
what is being done there by the Broken Hill
Proprietary Comlpany. That company I1 under-
stand( is to engage in thme matnufacture of wire
netting from Auistralian ore, and if I can learn
anlythingr which will be of value to this House
I shall be only too glad to aet all the iniforma-
tion I canl and place it at the dlisposal of hen.
niemners. W%'e are a country of primry pro-
ducers. There is a general renaissance going

oil throughout the length and breadfh Of the
British Empire and it remains for us to see
whether we cannot do our little bit in helping
towards that renaissance. When the war
started we were hopelessly eclipsed hut we haveL
now awakened. The Attorney General is deserv-
ig of the highest commendation for his efforts
to establish industrics, even though they be in
the direction of the manufacture of grindstones
or tiles. The member for Coolgardie too is to be
commended for valuable scientific information
which hie has given us at times. He has told us
that kelp which is obtained on our sea shores
has been proved to contain 20 to 25 per cent.
of potash which to-dlay is retailed at 2s. per
pound, while the wholesale price is is. per
pound. Our trouble throughout has been a
lack of vision. Where there is no vision the
people perish, and if the member for Cool-
gardie can bring scientific knowledge to bear
it will help in the utilisation of these natuiral
things which we have at our feet. If he does
that lie will be deserving of tie highest tout-
niendation. I did not intend to speak, but as
T ant leaving the State for a little while I
thought T would be pardoned for making these
few remarks.

On motion by A-r. Mullany debate ad-
journed.

131L-SUP PLY ( 1 ,431,000).
Returned from the Council without amend-

ment.
Honse adjouned at 5.20 p.m.

tc~iMative Council,
Tuesdoay, 3rd September, 1918.

The PIRSI]DENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and( rend prayers.

f For "'Qucstious onl Notice'" and ''Papers
Presented'' see ''Minutes of Proceedings.'']

bRAVrE OF ABSENCE.
On mTotion. by Ron. J. A. ('RElO leave of

absence for six consecutive sittings granted to
lHon. Hf. Stewart, onl the ground of ill-hecalth.

Onl notion by Hon. .J. E. DODD leave of
absence for the remainder of the session,
granted to Non. J. C. Cornell, on the ground
of absence froin Australia on military duty.

Onl motion by Hon. J1. DUFFELL leave of
ablsence granted to Hen. A. J. H. Sawv, for
the remainder of the session, on the ground
of absence from the State on active service.

THE MOTION OF WANTT OF CONFI-
DENCE AND THCE DEBATE ON
ADDRESS-T-RE PLY.

The COLONIAL SECR1ETARY (H1on. H1.
P.Coebatchi-East) [4.35]:- With your per-

mlisrion, "Mr. President, I should like to men-
tioni a matter with regard to the procedure of
the House. It is probably within the know-
ledge of hon. members unofficially that an
aaeunent has been moved to the Address-


